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Three top officers of England's largest and 
richest parents' group have been asked to 
resign by charity watchdogs and may have 
to pay back tens of thousands of pounds 
in salaries. 

The Charity Commission made its rec- 
ommendation, leaked to The Independent . 
following an investigation into alleged im- 
proprieties at the National Association of 
Parent Teacher Associations (NCPTA), a 
charity representing parents of children in 
over 11,000 schools. 

The inquiry found die treas urer, press 
officer and administrator of the NCFEA had 
all been appointed to their paid part-time 
posts while still trustees of the charity. Un- 
der charity law, it is illegal to benefit 
financially from a trusteeship. 

The three earn annual salaries of £10,000 
plus expenses and have been employed for 
up to five years by the charity, which draws 
its £750,000 annual income from school sub- 
scriptions of up to £80 a year. They have 
been advised by the commission to seek 
urgent legal advice over whether they 
should repay their wages. 

The resignation call, which precedes pub- 
lication of the commission's expected 
40-page report of its inquiry, is being 
challenged by the charity. 

The Charity Commission investigation, 
launched in February this year, marked the 
culmination of years of turmoil within the 
NCPTA. which was once dubbed “nean- 
derthal" by the former education secretary. 
John Patten, and last year sacked two 
trustees who said that they wanted to put 
the organisation on a more professional 
footing. 

Complaints made to commissioners in- 


cluded allegations of improper employment 
procedures, mismanagement and conflicts 
of interest. People connected with the as- 
sociation were accused of extra-marital 
affair s, drunkenness, junketing in expen- 
sive hotels and expenses improprieties. 
Members of local PTA federations, who af- 
filiate to the national body mainly for the 
insurance cover it offers for events such as 
fetes, have complained of money being 
spent on costly meetings when schools are 
strapped for cash. Schools raise funds for 
subscriptions through events such as jum- 
ble sales. 

The four-month inquiry involved a 
forensic audit of NCPTA. accounts and an 
examination of the employment records 
and appointment of the three officers, who 
said they bad resigned as trustees by the 
time they took up their posts. Press offi- 
cer Margaret Morrissey, a Dorset publican 
and former Conservative prospective par- 
liamentary candidate, was appointed as a 
salaried employee five years ago after first 
working for the charity while a trustee for 
a £500 annual honourarium. 

Andrew Smetham, head of the Purbeck 
School in Warebam, Dorset, was also a 
trustee at the time of his appointment as 
treasurer five years ago. Administrator Be- 
linda Yaxley, the third employee called on 
to step down, was appointed in 1993 while 
still a trustee. 

When launching the inves tigati on, the 
Charity Commission told the NCPTA it had 
“particular concern” over the employ- 
ment of former trustees and over the char- 
ity’s management and financial controls. 

At a four-hour meeting with trustees on 
21 March, the commission's representatives 
advised the NCPTA to seek legal advice on 
whether the three officers had benefited 
from their trusteeship, whether they sbould 


stay in their posts and whether they should 
be asked to repay money. 

The investigators said they were also con- 
cerned oyer the way trustees Sean Rogers 
and Saudi Marshall had been removed, de- 
scribing the procedure as a “kangaroo 
court”. 

The Charity Commission last night de- 
clined to comment on the letter and said 
that details of the inquiry remained confi- 
dential. 

Mrs Morrissey said she and her two fel- 
low part-time officers admitted they bad 
been trustees at the time of applying and 
being interviewed for their jobs, but said 
they were no longer trustees by the time 
they took up their posts. 

She insisted she would not be stepping 
down, and added: “If I believed it was in 
the best interests of any parent, child or 
teacher in this country that I walked away 
from this organisation 1 would go, but 1 do 
not.” 

Current NCPTA chairman Judith Wood 
said the charity had “taken action on the 
letter", which was received last week. It was 
not certain that the recommendations 
contained within it would be included in 
the commission's final published report, she 
added. 

Peter Williams, of solicitors Winck- 
worth & Pemberton, acting for the NCP- 
TA, confirmed a lett er had been received 
by the charity. Hie NCPTA had asked the 
commission for more time to allow it to 
complete its own investigation and seek le- 
gal advice, he said. Though the action rec- 
ommended in the letter was still a 
possibility, it was “something which has 
been overcome, even if it is only in the short 
term”. 

The three officers have each been in- 
terviewed by the charity’s lawyers. 





.3 . 



Labour admits to party funds scam 
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Cfive Soley: Demand for £5,000 

'contribution’ would be Investigated 


The Labour Party admitted yesterday 
that new MPs had been asked to make 
a “contribution” of £5,000 towards 
the cost of party agents, and that 
“over-eager” officials had suggested 
it might paid — illegally — from Com- 
mons expenses. 

The initial suggestion that Labour 
MPs should donate £5,000 a year to- 
wards political agents’ salaries was 
made at an official briefing meeting 
for all 178 new Labour MPS, held at 
Westminster’s Queen Elizabeth Tfro 
centre on 13 May. 

That was followed up by caUs to 
MPs from their regional party offices, 
in which it was spelled out that the 
money should be paid from the tax- 
free £47,568 office costs allowance - 
financed by the taxpayer. _ 

None of the potential victims was 


willing to be identified by The Inde- 
pendent -there is a general fear of the 
party machine - but an MP who was 
targeted said yesterday: “It was mad; 
I couldn’t believe it” 

Another said: “There was no ques- 
tion of a misunderstanding. They 
were demanding money with men- 
aces.” Yet another said: “1 was told 
it wouldn’t cost me anything; it could 
come out of the allowance.” 

The allowance is paid on the strict 
understanding that it is used for par- 
liamentary purposes, and use of the 
allowance fen - political or personal pur- 
poses is forbidden. On that basis, the 
Inland Revenue does not lax it as in- 
come; improper use would be a crim- 
inal offence. 

But Clive Soley, chairman of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party, told The 
Independent that an MP had com- 
plained to Him about the demand and 
the matter would be investigated. 


“Basically, the MP was asked to give 
money for party services and I said, 
‘Is it out of your salary?’ and he said 
it was out of allowances. I then asked 
around and it was then that 1 heard 
the Chief Whip had heard of it. I can- 
not believe that this has happened.” 

Earlier, Mr Soley had told BBC Ra- 
dio 4 that he was certain there had 
been a “misunderstanding". 

However, a party spokesman said: 
“If under any circumstances any- 
thing was said over-cage rly, we can 
guarantee this will be put right. Noth- 
ing has happened as yet and now we 
have been alerted to it by The Inde- 
pendent, we can guarantee nothing will 
happen." 

That meant that no money had 
been paid so far, and the project had 
been killed by its exposure in yester- 
day’s Independent . 

The existing practice for Labour 
MPs is that they are asked to volun- 


teer a “precept” of 1 per cent of salary, 
£438 a year, towards the costs of the 
national Labour Party, with another 
1 per cent levy for their regional 
parties. 

But the idea that the new MPs 
might contribute more than five times 
that total levy, financed by the tax- 
payer, left many Labour MPs flab- 
bergasted and disgusted. 

One new MP said: “I was certain- 
ly approached by my regional party. 
This is inappropriate. If people choose 
to make personal donations to the par- 
ty, that’s up to them. But putting pres- 
sure on people, especially those who 
cannot afford it, who are perhaps 
maintaining families and kids at uni- 
versity, goo knows what else, £5,000 
would be an embarrassment.” 

A senior MP said last night: “The 
trouble with these people is thaithey 
cannot recognise sleaze when it's on 
their own doorstep.” 


Woman, 54, becomes oldest test-tube mother 
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Mrs Cobb, a grandmother of four, 
wanted a child for her husband, 
Stephen, who is i4 years her junior and 
is childless. She went to Rome for treat- 
ment from Professor Severino Anti- 
nori, the controversial Italian 
gynaecologist who has treated sever- 
al post-menopausal women, but her 
three attempts at IVF were unsuc- 
cessful and she has now pinned her 
hopes on surrogacy. 

The world’s oldest test-tube moth- 
er is Arceli Keh, a 63-year-old Filipino 
American who lied about her age to 
get treatment at a clinic in Los Ange- 
les. She gave birth to a daughter last 
month after telling doctors she was 53. 
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Blair’s hectic schedule set 
to go supersonic 

A cut-price British Airways Concorde flight has been offered for 
Tony Blair’s first official van to the United States later this month. 

“Hans to use Concorde are being actively investigated,” the 
Prime Minister’s office said. BA have offered CbMorde for the 
same price as a normal 767 jet “There is no extra cost on this," the 
spokesman added. 

Mr Blair and his entourage wofiltf take Concorde to Denver, 
Colorado, for a two-day G7 summit of the world’s leading 
industrial nations, tfaen to New York for a United Nations summit 
before coming home. A BA spokesman said: “We would be only 
too delighted to assist where we possibly can and save the Prime 
Minister's party travel time by using our supersonic flagship." 
Scottish nationalists, however, denounced the move as a “massive 
waste of taxpayers’ money". Alex Salmond, the SNP leader, said: 
“Power seems to have gone to Blair’s head." Anthony Bevins 

GCHQ to move house 

The nerve centre of the Government’s communications operation, 
GCHQ, is to move to a new site, it was announced yesterday. 

Private-sector firms are being asked to put forward proposals for 
the massive scheme to relocate GCHQ from its current 
Fifties-built base at Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, to a new 
purpose-built complex. Officials say the present base is not 
equipped to deal with advances in technology, and. with the end of 
the Cold Wfer, the department could be housed on a smaller site. 

A GCHQ spokesman said yesterday that it was hoped the new base 
would be built in the Cheltenham area, where it employs 5,000 
people on two separate sites. 

Jury selected for footballers’ retrial 

A jury of eight men and four 
women was yesterday selected 
to hear the retrial of three 
soccer stars who face 
match-fixing allegations. 

The jury will be sworn in at 

Winchester Crown Court where 
footballers Bruce Grobbelaar, 
39, the former Liverpool and 
Southampton goalkeeper, seen 
here arriving at court; John 
Fashanu, 34, the former Aston 
Villa and Wimbledon striker; 
and Hans Segers, 35, the ex- 
Wimbledon keeper, along with 
the Malaysian businessman, 
Heng Suan lim, are accused of 
conspiracy to give and accept 
corrupt payments. The four 
defendants deity the allegations. 

Treetop protesters brought to earth 

The three-week operation to dear the site of Manchester airport's 
planned second runway is almost complete following the removal 
of the remaining environmental protesters holding out in treetop 
camps. Only eight activists remain, holed up in tunnels in Ftywood 
camp; a lone female protester called Debbie is “locked on" in one 
tunnel, attached by both arms to tubes concreted into the wall. 
Police estimated yesterday that it would take another three or four 
days to remove them from the site in the Bollin Valley, near StyaJ. 
Cheshire. The Under Sheriff of Cheshire. Randall Hibbert, said 
the eviction process was ahead of schedule. Kathy Maries 

M&S adds fizz to champagne wars 

Another corir was popped yesterday in the cut-price champagne 
wars with the launch of a £9.99-a-bottle promotion by Marks 
& Spencer. 

As a play on the three-digit price tag, the supermarket is billing the 
offer on Oudihot champagne - down from £12.99 - as the launch of 



the “Fifth Emergency Service" to quench thirst for the summer. It 
follows a move by the Co-op to sell Moet & Cbandon champagne at 
£14.99 a bottle instead of at the wine’s more usual price of £19.99. 
M&S said it was hoping the promotion would encourage its British 
customers to drink as much fizz as their French counterparts. The 
£9.99 offer will run for six weeks. 

Open University falls at last fence 

The all-powerful Open University team suffered a shock defeat at 
the hands of Magdalen College, Oxford, last night in the final of 
the latest series of University Challenge. 

Many viewers expected the OU team to triumph after they 
annihilated two previous sides, notching up the highest winning 
margin in the programme's 27-year history. But they were beaten 
in the final by 250 points to 195 by a far younger quartet of English, 
maths and history students. It was a disappointing end for the OLTs 
most experienced panellist, mature student Ida Staples, 72, who 
helped the team hammer Charing Cross and Westminster School 
415-65. (the record) in the semi-final, after out-pointing Swansea 
395-85 in the first round. 
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Anne Michaels: ‘Astonishing first novel’ { Photograph : David Laurence) 


wins 


top prize for women’s fiction 


Canadian writer Anne Michaels fast nigh! won Britain's 
rictoestfiter^ prize, foe £30,000 Orange Piiza for Fic- 
tion with her first newel, Fugitive Pieces. She was a sur- 
prise winner, beating celebrated novelists such as 
Margaret Atwood ajnd E Annie Brotibc 

The prize, which is only open to women In a bid to 
promote women)? writing, attracted 60 per cent of its 
entries tram North American writers, provoking chair- 
man of the judges, author and Critic tisa Jardine to 
comment on 'the confidence and maturity of north 
American writing”..- 

. Ms Michaels’ book tells the interlocking stories of 
two men whose Ayes have been, transformed by war. 
Liz Cakfer, head of Bloomsbury Publishers,. described 
the book as The most astonishing first novel I have 
read in over 20 years of publishing fiction she has 
created a work of literature whichwitf undoubtedly live 
forever in the minds of -ail who read rt". 

Ms Michaels, who has also written two collections 
of poetry; beat a shortlist that included: Margaret At- 
wood (A/fe*s Grace), .vvhJchnarrowfy missed out on win- 
ning toe Bboker Prize; Delrdre Madden (One by One 
in the Darkness); Jane Mendelsohn. (I Was Amelia 


Editor accused 
of inciting 
anglers to kill 

A former editor of the Angling 
Times , the fisherman's bible, has 
been charged with incitement to 
kiH wild birds following an article 
supporting the illegal culling of 
cormorants. 

in a rare move, Cambridgeshire 
police decided to charge Keith 
Higginbottom with two offences 
under the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act He has been summonsed to 
appear at Peterborough 
Magistrates Court on 1 1 July. 

The prosecution follows 
publication in the weekly 
newspaper last December of a 
front-page photograph showing a 
masked gunman on a riverbank 
with tour dead cormorants at his 
feel The caption read: “This is the 
picture every angler wants to see - 
foe man, the gun and toe 
cormorants." The birds are 
detested by anglers because they 
have voracious appetites and are 
blamed for depleting fish stocks. 

The accompanying article 
described an underground 
campaign by fishery owners to cull 
large numbers of cormorants, a 
protected species. Mr 
Higginbottom was quoted as 
saying that “the Angling Times 
does not condemn them for it". 

Cambridgeshire police said 
yesterday that Mr Higginbottom, 



who left the newspaper last 
month, had been charged under 
two sections of toe Act that 
prohibit toe killing of protected 
birds without a licence. 

The Angling Times, which has 
campaigned for cormorants to be 
removed from toe protected 
species list said it still supported 
toe view that they inflicted major 
ecological damage on fish stocks 
and steps were needed to control 
their numbers. "We have never 
urged toe public to take toe law 
into its own hands, but have 
strongly campaigned to have the 
law changed to that appropriate 
measures can be taken," it said, ft 
added that toe case would be 
“vigorously defended". 

■ It emerged yesterday that a 
flock of cormorants has taken 
thousands of carp from a lake at 
Sydmonton Court, the estate on 
the Hampshire-Berkshlre border 
owned by Lord Lloyd-Webber. 

Kathy Marks 


avfiarO; E- Annfe Proubc (4coonfiion Crimes) and Man- 
da Scott (Hen’s Teeth). 

■British poet, novelist and playwright Glyn Maxwell, 
dubbed by orie critic the Shakespeare of the Suburbs, 
has won a top American Rteraty prize. Maxwell, 35, has 
won the EM Forster Award, established from toe Amer- 
ican rights and royalties of Forster’s posthumous nov- 
el Maurice, and awarded by toe American Academy 
of Arts and Letters. Past winners of the £9,500 award 
include Margaret Drabble, Seamus Heaney and Ju- 
lian Barnes. . . 

Maxwell, who has written three volumes of poetry, 
two plays and a novel, writes work that is often hu- 
morous, dealing with toe fdiosyricrastes of life in mid- 
dle England. He says he will use his prize money to 
travel In America. Speaking of his method of writing 
in a recent interview, he said: *1 write verse on a com- 
puter if f can find one. I write plays by hand, on four 
colours of paper, on a desk in a house in toe Pyre- 
nees. I write in the day, stone-cold sober, empty of 
thought music, toe urga Theact of writing alters toe 
passage of time, hurries it or halts iL-Thafs a glimpse 
of Heaven. Mine anyway." David Lister 


Blair pledge to 
mother of race 
murder victim 

Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, is 
to meet toe mother of Stephen 
Lawrence, toe murdered black 
teenager, to reassure her that toe 
Government will step up efforts to 
bring his killers to justice. 

Tony Blair announced toe 
meeting with Doreen Lawrence 
yesterday in response to reminders 
toal five men accused by toe Daily 
Mail of killing Stephen have done 
nothing to dear their names. 

Stephen, an A-level student was 
stabbed to death in a racist attack 
in Eltham, south-east London, in 
1993. Police efforts to track down 
his killers were stymied by a wall 
of silence which remained in place 
throughout an inquest in February 
when five white men refused to 
answer questions. After the jury 
returned a verdict of unlawful 
killing, toe Mail published pictures 
of toe men headlined "Murderers” 

- and daring them to sue. 

Yesterday. David Winnick MP 
asked Mr Blair: “When is justice 
and the rule of law going to prevail 
in this case? The Prime Minister 
replied that he sympathised with 
toe frustration many people felt, 
and added: "We will do everything 
we can, within the rule of law, to 
rectify that injustice and the 
meeting with Mrs Lawrence is one 
part and one step in doing that" 

Steve Boggan 


Big rise in complaints 
about privatised rail firms 

The number of complaints by passengers about four privatised rail 
companies rocketed in the first part of this year. . A V. . 

Criticisms of South West Trams increased by 160 per cent'-.:/, 
between January and March, during the time when the company 
scrapped up to 39 trains a day because of driver shortages; There - 



lOOper cent and West Anglia Great Northern tty SO per cent 
The figures related to complaints received tty the London 
Regional F^ssengers Committee, compared with the same period 
m 1996. Cancellations, punctuality and reliability and passenger 
information were the main causes of concern. “Increases of this 
magnitude are both worrying and unacceptable and we shall be 
discussing them with the companies themselves," said, the 
committee’s <~ h a|r mgp Sir Alan Green gross. But he added that ' 
complaints for a number of other companies actually fell in the 
first part of the year. These were Chiltera, Cross Country, Great 
Eastern, LTS Rail, North London Railways, ScotRafl and Eurostar. 

TOURISM 

Guide takes ‘honest’ look at Britain 

Britain has some of the ugliest buildings in the world and is 
' inhabited by unwashed people with strange accents, according to a 
new guide published yesterday. 

Vrales Is seen as “England's unloved backyard", Coventry is “a 
dismal city” and Piccadilly Circus (below) is “fame-choked and 
uninspiring”. The British “don’t understand that a good shower is 
one of life’s basic essentials”, according to The Lundy Planet Travel 
Survival Guide to Britain (£14.99), but it adds that Britain 
* “remains one of the most beautiftil islands in the world". Minns 
points include “some of the grimmest and ugliest industrial and 
urban developments in the world", “virtually impenetrable" 
accents, and “woefully inadequate" plumbing. 

Hie guide says H is prepared to list' Britain’s negative features 
because there are so many positive ones. A spokeswoman e x plain e d: 
“The guide gives an honest, independent account of what you can 
expect to find travelling around 
Britain. Last year, tourism to 
Britain increased by 17 percent 
so we can’t be that bad. In fed, 

everyone feels welcome." 

■The number of North 
Americans who visited Britain 
in March was up by 20 per cent 
on lastyearis figure, the Office 
for National Statistics 
. announced yesterday. The 
influx helped total overseas 
visitor numbers reach 1-92 
million in March 1997 - a 
1 per emit increase on 1996. 

Daring the first three months 
of 1997, the total number of 
overseas visitors has risen by 3 
per cent to just over 5 million. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Water pollution trend reversed 

The number of reported water pollution incidents in England 
Wales dropped for the first time. in eight years last year, tfae- 
Govemment’s environment agency reports today, fin 1996 there 
were 32,409 incidents reported, of which 20.158 were confirmed 
following investigation. That represents a 14 per cent drop on the 
1995 figure for substantiated incidents. The agency, which came 
into being last year, said the fall was partly due to a lack of rain to ’ 
wash pollutants into rivers, and also to its own campaigning work 
and tough policy on prosecuting offender. 

Water Pollution Incidents in England and Wales 1996 : £26. 

TRAVEL 

Health risks add to fear of flying 

Heart attacks and other medical emergencies are killing more air 
passengers than plane crashes, figures from the United States 
Federal Aviation Administration suggest 
There were 14,000 medical emergencies each year on the nine 
major US airlines which carry 65 per cent of all passengers flown by 
American carriers. Applied across all airlines in the US, this was 
equivalent to 15 emergencies a day, compared to two or three during 
the last study in 1986-1988. Overall, an estimated 350 passengers a 
year died on US airliners, compared with an average 118 passengers 
a year who died in air crashes on US soil since 1978. 

The findings are reported in New Scientist magazine, which says: 
“While no one knows why the in-flight death rate has soared since 
1988, there are a number of theories. Most of the deaths occur on 
long-haul flights, and the number of passengers taking these has 
doubled in the past decade. Additionally, more elderly people are 
now flying. Some doctors speculate that the exertion of carrying 
heavy baggage before a flight, plus the excitement of holiday travel, 
may increase the risk of heart failure.” 

SOCIETY 

Holiday misery for battered children 

School holidays mean nothing but miseiy for hundreds of children 
who become victims of violence in their homes, the NSPCC claimed 
yesterday. Launching its Children's Day, the charity said attacks 
double m ihe summer months when children are at home, rising by 
50 per cent last year during June, July and August. There were an 
average of 246 reported incidents a month compared to 164 a 
month for the rest of the year. The charity said it believed calls to its 
hotline increased in the summer “due to a combination of reasons, 
including increased stress for parents and carers". 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43-2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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Two wheels good, four wheels bad 


Ministers drive through vision for green commuting as 
companies support bike loans, buses and car sharing 


Randeep Ramesh 

j greport Correspondent 

JlS n ^ er meam to be a lengthy 
« > but «** public's lovfaf- 

r^fcT-S,? 6 mQt0 / “r has h « me 

2*55*25* reason for the falling out 
B^eCoremmem-* insistence that 
cam to use tfaeircars less and 
public transport more. 

JS“* Gavin Strang, the min- 
ted of t f¥ sporu lau "ched a num- 
ber ot schemes run by private 
combes designed n/ge?™! 
routers into work without their care. 

oamt? «.5h nS, *i ncludin 8 household 
aSd thfS 3S , I S Cts ' NalWfe5t hank 
1m h n 1 Royal . Mail are committed 

il^ iT ling f een comm uier 
p^ans -- packages of measures which 

wll reduce the number of car jour- 
n^s to work - and developing a tar- 
get for reducing car use. 

Among the suggestions are plans 
) ^“^t-freeW for employees 
“ hikes, the introduction of <&ui- 
shari^ f ° r Slaff and increased car 

Staff at the Body Shop's head- 
quarters in Littlehamplon in Sussex 
can ‘ huch'’ lifts with colleagues bv 
watching an electronic bulletin board 
which describes the journeys of all 
employees travelling by car. 

Hewlett-Packard, the computer 
company, has already adopted tar- 
gets for its staff in Bristol. Under the 
company's measures, 20 per cent of 
employees should be cycling into 
i work. 7 per cent will use public trans- 
f port and 70 per cent should be car- 
sharing. 

Stephen Joseph, the director of 
Transport 2UOO, the transport think- 
tank which persuaded ministers and 
big business to link up to tackle con- 
gestion, said: "We arc looking to the 
f new Government not just to support 
and approve of green commuting but 
to make it happen.” 

Mr Joseph pointed out that the ex- 
perience of other countries is that 



Gridlock: A tax on free car parks may be used to cut city congestion 


“green” plans work. “In the Nether- 
lands, around IS per cent of com- 
panies now have commuter plans, 
and the Dutch ministry reports a re- 
duction in car kilometres at these 
companies of around 14 per cent” 
Dr Strang also announced that 
motorists will face heavy fines and 


the roads under radical plans to cut 
pollution. 

The scheme, which should be in 
plac.e within a year and will be 
developed by seven local authorities, 
will see cars suspected of exceeding 
legal pollution limits pulled over by 
police. If a vehicle is found to be 


risk having their vehicles taken off breaking the law on emissions, the 


In 1904 during “crush hours” motor omnibuses and. cabs averaged 8mph; _ . t 

r ■ in 1904 during the crush pernod the average speed for horse drawn omnibuses and cabsi 
: vvas35^ph; inthe “sla^t^^the ^ragesf^^'was 7r8mph - j 

■ In 1936 the average speed on the North Circular was 23d6rnjph; tire modem speed is 2aimph ] 

■ Traffic speeds in central Ifondon have been vntualty stable over the past 100 years with a] 

: peak in-1947;. ■ 

; ■ Horse drawn vehicles stiflaccfounted for 5 per cent of all traffic in 1937;. ... • •• { 

■ Today the average speed in' central London is lOrnph. _ 7 


motorist could be told to remove the 
car from the road and fined. 

Motoring organisations welcomed 
the new initiatives. "Our surveys have 
shown that 10 per cenl of vehicles 
cause 50 per cent of Ihe pollution and 
if we can target these cars then the 
Government will make a real dif- 
ference," said Edmund King, a 
spokesman for the RAC. 

This week has seen a spate of an- 
nouncements from the transport 
team under the Deputy Prime Min- 
ister John Prescott, whom many 
had considered stifled by the dead 
hand of strict Treasury spending 
limits. 

However the department has 
crackled into life. Earlier this week. 
Dr Strang announced a review of all 
speed limits, saying that ‘‘speed con- 
tributes to a third of all road acci- 
dents”. Lost month, Glenda Jackson, 
a transport minister, said the Gov- 
ernment would welcome innovative 
local authority plans to tackle 
congestion. 

Private firms warned Lhat the 
Government needed to spend more 
to improve public transport before 
any sizeable shift from cars could 
take place. David Edmonds, a di- 
rector with NatWest, said: “There has 
to be a reason for people to be per- 
suaded to use their cars less.” 

The problem for the department 
is the lack of cash to support mea- 
sures to reduce traffic. One cash cow 
yet to be milked is the company car 
- which, officials believe, could be 
used to raise cash. There are more 
than 900,000 drivers who receive free 
foci tax-free as a company perk. This, 
ministers believe, not only encour- 
ages more driving but could provide 
cash for public transport schemes.' 

Another rich seam not yet mined 
is company car parking. Recent 
studies have shown that nearly half 
of all parking in urban areas is pro- 
vided free to drivers of company cars. 
Four out of five cars coming into 
London in the hours of peak con- 
gestion are company-owned. A flat- 
rate £500 tax on private, 
non-re si dential parking places would 
raise £l-5bn- If free company park- 
ing were also treated as a taxable 
benefit, another £5 00m a year could 
be raised from employees. 

But the days of the company car 
already look numbered. Merrill 
Lynch, one of the largest City banks, 
has recently removed cars from its 
perks package. Its fleet has shrunk 
from 800 luxury vehicles to just 
three - two pool cars and a chauf- 
feur-driven limousine. 



On your bike: Hewlett-Packard wants a fifth of its staff to cycle to work 
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Top mandarin is victim of 
Prescott’s super ministry 


Randeep Ramesh would find life difficult under 

and Christian Wblmar the new government. Ac- 

— knowledged as a privatisation 

The top civil servant at the De- wizard. Sir Patrick had a repu- 
partmem of Transport is to tation for handling difficult 
leave his job after more than a state sales. Despite opposition 
quarter of century of public ser- from inside govenuneot and the 

public, he deregulated the bus- 


Str Patrick Brown, the Per- 
manent Secretary on a salary in 
excess of £100,000, is under- 
stood to be going after minis- 
ters decided that the new 
“super-ministry 7 ’ run by John 
■ prescott. the Deputy Prime 

1 Minister - encompassing trans- 
port and environment - only re- 
quired one top manager. 

The new position is likely to 
be filled bv Andrew Turnbull, 
Permanent Secretary at the 
Department of the Environ- 
ment and once tipped to suc- 
ceed Cabinet Secretary Sir 
Robin Butler. 

There had been much spec- 
ulation that Sir Patrick, -7, 


es. sold off the" water industry 
during his brief stay at the De- 
partment of the Environment 
and then privatised British Rail. 

However, with Labour shift- 
ing away from the “dogmatic” 
privatisation policies of the 
past, many observers considered 
that his skills would not be 
best utilised in the new gov- 
ernment. 

Seen as the ultimate insider, 
be was in feet one of the few top 
civil servants who did not go to 
public school or attend an 
Oxbridge college. Sir Patrick- 
was also not a career civil ser- 
vant - spending his earlier life 
as a successful management 


consultant. His new master, 
Mr Prescott, had in the past 
made it clear that Sir Patrick 
would have to fit into his 
regime. There had been earli- 
er speculation that Sir Patrick 
would be an early casualty of 
any Whitehall shake-up but re- 
lations between the two men 
was said to be “cordial and ex- 
tremely professional”. 

Some industry observers 
were surprised with the ease 
that the permanent secretary 
had been able to glide effort- 
lessly between Conservative 
and Labour ministers - but 
others point out that Sir Patrick 
bad previously worked under 
the Callaghan administration. 

Sir Patrick was no stranger to 
controversy. In the Eighties he 
chair ed a committee repre- 
senting members of the First Di- 
vision Association -the top dvfl 
servant's trade union. - and 
produced a discussion paper 


which stated* “There is evi- 
dence that the traditional even- 
handedness of very senior 
officials is being undermined,, 
with some of them arguing pri- 
vately as well as publicly that 
there is no conceivable alter- 
native to certain policies." 

In 1995, Sir Patrick's de- 
partment rejected criticism by 
the Parliamentary Ombudsman 
for failing to offer special com- 
pensation to householders 
blighted by numerous options 
for the high-speed Channel 
tunnel rail fink. Sir Patrick lat- 
er appeared in front of a par- 
liamentary committee of MPs, 
who also criticised the depart- 
ment’s actions. 

Last night, a spokesman for 
the Department of Transport 
denied that there would be any 
immediate change adding that 
“Sir Patrick and the Deputy 
Prime Minister get on very 
welT. 


K ray was 
brainless when 
. laid to rest 


Sieve Boggan — — — - 

Somebody, somewhere^ 
Home Office must 
literally when they were mid to 
nab the brains of the o^ran 
Untight have been g* 

since Jennie Kray 
among his gangiand ^^ 

titem&nstreetsofeastU^ 

.to” l-S 

attack, aged 6J. !DO jr J A 
were secretly removedagd^K 
en to a laboratory in 

Rumours of the £ 

the Kray twin’s grey matte 
1995 have been for 

v runcy in the Sunday tab oi 

* more than a year but tb^ 

confirmed by a 

Kray yesterday durmS ^ »<as 


told that , two men, Ronald 
Fields and Robert Gould, have 
admitted offering to supply 
£39m of cocaine and providing 
2 kg of the drug but Mr Kray, 70. 
denies being involved. 

The Gown has claimed that 
Mr Kray was involved in a con- 
spiracy to flood the streets with 
cocaine over two years. John 
Kelsev-Hy. prosecuting, allege 
that Mr Kray stood to gam £8m 

fioin theplan, but the “enmmais' 

with whom-he was dealing were 
undercover police officers. 

However, Mr Kray insists 
that be never intended to sup- 


Charlie and Reggie in 1965 


k-orvetun a *x ’Vr niir r was 

Woohvich Crown Court 


thTh^eofpeJetratingasting 

questiooing tw h|d£- 

fence counsel Jonathan 

Mr Kray said Home 


Office pathologists had removed 
Ronnie Kray's brain for exper- 
imentation and had not told his 
widow. Kale, even when his 
body was buried. 

“After he died, a few months 
later 1 think, mv brother found 
out before 1 did that they had 
removed Ronnie’s brain, after 
he was dead, for an experi- 
ment," said Mr Kray. “Everyone 
was ringing up about it and was 
very upset about h ... Finally, 
they returned the brain in a cas- 
ket and it was reburied." 

Last year, under the headline 


"The great brain robbery”, the 
News of the World revealed de- 
tails of the removal of Ronnie 
Kray’s brain. Kate Kray told the 
newspaper she was funous. ‘Af- 
ter 27 years locked np I thought 
death had finally freed Ronnie," 
she said. “But now Tm outraged 
to learn there’s part of him still 
imprisoned in a jar with a little 
paper label. It’s disgusting ... 
You’d think someone could 
have consulted with me or said, 
‘listen Kate, OK if we^take 
Ronnie’s brain for a bit?" 

Charlie Kray's trial continues. 
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Aitken’s 
reputation 
‘butchered’ 
by claims 
of pimping 
for Arabs 


Khn Sengupta 


The personal political and pro- 
fessional reputation of the for- 
mer Tory minister Jonathan 
Aitken was “butchered” by al- 
legations of pimping for Arabs 
and illegal arms trading, the 
High Court heard yesterday. 

Mr Aitken. formerly De- 
fence Procurement Minister 
and Chief Secretary to the Trea- 
sury. was the victim of a national 
newspaper and a television 
company collaborating to 
mount “a sustained attack on his 
good name, his honour, and hk 
integrity", his counsel, Charles 
Gray QC told the court. 

The allegations printed in the 
Guardian in 1995 and broadcast 
on Granada television's World 
in Action programme were 
“totally false and ludicrous," 
said Mr Gray. Mr Aitken is 
claiming libel damages. 

The articles and the docu- 
mentary had claimed Mr 
Aitken provided prostitutes for 
highly-placed Saudis. 

Mr Gray stated they inferred 
that “in effect, Mr Aitken had 
placed himself in a position 
where he was in the pocket of 
the Saudi Royal Family. 

“He had become so finan- 
cially dependent on the Saudi 
royals that the point had been 
reached where he had lost his 
independence, which is essen- 
tial to the proper discharge of 
his responsibilities as an MP and 
Minister of the Crown. 

“Over a considerable period 
of time, he deliberately con- 
cealed from his own con- 
stituents in ThaneL from the 
electorate in general, and the 
public at large, the connection 


be had with the Saudi royal fam- 
ily.'' Mr Gray said it had been 
further claimed that at the 
height of the Lran-Iraq war, Mr 
Aitken had offered to help a 
company called Astra Holdings . 
Ltd sell arms to both sides, and 
as a non-executive director of 
another company, BMARC to 
sell naval cannons to Iran. 

Mr Aitken was accused of 
having asked employees of a 
‘health hydro on two separate 
occasions 15 years ago to pro- 
cure prostitutes for Arab clients 
who were staying there. 

“That is an accusation of 
pimping for Arabs on two sep- 
arate occasions." 

The allegations of procuring 
call-girls reached the ears of 
John Major. He was told that 
Mohamed AI Fayed, the own- 
er of Harrods and one of the 
sources for the Guardian and 
Granada programme, was in 
possession of a file on Mr 
Aitken with proof that he was 
“whoring" for the Saudis and 
owned two model agencies 
which provided prostitutes. 

Mr Al Fayed was also Lhe 
owner of a luxury hotel in Paris, 
the Ritz, where the television 
company and newspaper al- 
leged Mr Aitken attended a 
clandestine business meeting 
and then lied about who had 
paid bis hotel bill. 

Mr Gray said: “The gravest 
charge is that be misconducted 
himself as a minister in flagrant 
defiance of the rules governing 
ministerial conduct and while 
Minister of Defence Procure- 
ment, he conducted private 
business deals with an arms 
company called Future Man- 
agement Services Ltd. 



In step: Mr Aitken arriving at the High Court with his wife for the libel trial 


“The defendants [the 
Guardian and Granada televi- 
sion] say that on separate oc- 
casions, while a Minister of the 
Crown, he attended clandestine 
business meetings in the Ritz 
Hotel, Paris ... and there was 
doubt about who paid his bill." 

The court was told that oth- 


er claims pursued by the de- 
fendants had been abandoned 
in the last 36 hours. Mr Gray 
said: “One of the most offensive 
allegations is that Mr Aitken 
nearly 20 years ago interviewed 
young women notionally as air 
hostesses, but In fact to act as 
prostitutes for Arabs. 


“Another ludicrous allega- 
tion which had been abandoned 
. was that Mr Aitken had been 
present on occasions at the 
house of a Saudi prince in 
Hampstead, north-west Lon- 
don, in the company of prosti- 
tutes." Mr Gray said many of 
the allegations stemmed from 


Photograph: Enterprise News 

Mr A! Fayed. Others came 
from Valerie Scott, a former sec- 
retary of Mr Aitken and from 
Robin Kirk and Jo Lambert, 
former employees of his at the 
health hydro, Inglewood, in 
Berkshire. Mr Aitken is ex- 
pected to give evidence today. 
The case continues. 



pledge to 
boost union 
relations 


Barrie dement 

Labour Editor 


Cabinet left-wingers launched 
a new era of co-operation with 
trade unions yesterday and 
pledged that the Government 
would press ahead with 
controversial legislation on 
union recognition. 

In the first speech by a senior 
minister to a union annual con- 
ference since the election, David 
Blunkett, Secretary of Stare for 
Education and Employment, 
assured GMB general union 
conference delegates in 
Brighton that there would be a 
White Paper on employees' 
rights in the autumn. 

In London, John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, met 
leaders of 1 J mfllion public sec- 
tor workers to set out a time- 
table for the abolition of 
compulsory competitive ten- 
dering in local authorities. 

Meanwhile, Margaret Beck- 
ett, President of the Board of 
Trade, made dear that there 
would be union representation 
on working groups set up to ad- 
vise on competitiveness. 

One of the central figures in 
the Labour project the Chan- 
cellor, Gordon Brown, will 
meet TUC representatives to- 
day to discuss his forthcoming 
Budget on 2 July. 

The Government will be anx- 
ious to characterise this flurry of 
activity as evidence of a new 
European style of social part- 
nership, to which employers will 
contribute equally, rather than a 
return to “beer and sandwiches". 

However, the support of 
Messrs Prescon.- Beckett and 
Blunkett will be seen by trade 
unions as welcome evidence 
that the “soft left" members of 
the Cabinet have not forgotten 
their roots. Trade unionism was 
in clear need of a boost yester- 
day after official figures showed 
that membership had shrunk 
sharply. According to the Labour 
Force Survey, there were 2 mil- 
lion union members last year, 
compared with almost 9 million 
in 1989. 


At a press .conference in 
Brighton, Mr Blunkett went 
some way to allaying the private 
fears of union leaders that the 
Government might quietly diicfa 
its manifesto commitment to a 
law on uoion recognition. He 
said the proposal would be part 
of the White Paper to be issued 
in the autumn, but made dear 
there would be a lengthy peri- 
od of consultation, and indicat- 
ed there may be no legislation 
until the 1998-99 parliamentary 
session. 

In his speech to delegates, 
which received a standing ova- 
tion. he said that “God willing” ^ 
there would be legislation to in- W 



David- Blunkett: Promised 
statutory minimum wage 


troduce a statutory natio 
minimum wage by this tim 
next year. He added that there 
was a new beginning for Britain 
with “new government and new 
unionism^ but emphasised that 
progress could not be made 
overnight. “You remember and 
I remember that impossible de- 
mands ... led only to tears, rec- 
rimination and frustration." He 
expected unions to be a “critical 
friend" of the Government and 
that ministers would reciprocate. 

A spokesman for the -GMB 
welcomed Mr Blunkett ’s re- 
marks and said the Government 
bad done more for working 
people in just over four weeks 
than the last government had 
achieved io 18 years. 



You- won’t mind when the UF-550 makes the 
occasional call without asking first After all, it is only to 
contact a dealer for more toner. And, thanks to a toner 
capacity that’s up to four times larger than most, it really is 
a very occasional call, life got plenty of other endearing 
features, too. You can connect it to a network so you can 
fax and print from your PC - and even scan in data 


Its memory is upgradable to 347 pages and, because the 
UF-550 is a Panasonic, you can be sure of quality laser 
printing and excellent reliability. 

So get smart. Find out more about the most intelligent 
network fax solution for your office, by making a free call, 

personally, on 0500 40 40 41 . 


Panasonic 

Facsimile 











gggJNDEPENDENT • THITRsnAv 


5 JUNE 1997 



t> uir 


laint s 
rail fir m , 


'look at Britai, 

6 -'. mT * , \-r r . . 

*«&. ■ ■''•-■■ 

i m 

.V * 

** u- r; : , .• 

#■5*1.-- 

. : ; '- 

'*w.- 

.. : 

■*• ' t— •••V V;;; J . rr - 

*M + .• f,.:. . ; T ' “=: 


pN§| * 


id reversed 


news 


Bonn denies threat to Eurofighter plan 


aS£» 

Bonn 

O^JWUadVreiteaediB 

suppoa for the Eurofiehter 

raight pull oul 
Oeorge Robcnson, Secre- 

Srrt,°, fSti “ ef0rDefence -v=s- 

terday met his German 

jygwite number. Volkcr Ruhe, 

m Bonn ' 10 stress that Britain 


wants Germany to commit itself 
to its pan in building the jeL He 
stressed that Germany must 
make its mind up about start- 
ing production of the warplane, 
as lime is running out if the first 
planes are to be delivered on 
time in 2001. 

German budget constraints 
have left Mr Riihe about 2bn 
(CTOOm) German marks short 
of this year’s entiy fee. "Eu- 
rofighter is a very important pro- 
ject for Europe,” he said 


yesterday, reassuring his British 
colleague that Bonn was “en- 
tirely behind the project", 

U Germany were to pull out 
of the four-nation programme 
it will not kill it, but it will mean 
that the other three partners - 
Britain, Italy and Spain - will 
have to spend more, which will 
be difficult to justify. RAP and 
industry sources yesterday said 
whatever happened, it was “un- 
thinkable" that the aircraft 
would not be built. 


Mr Ruhe said Germany 
would decide on 11 July 
whether to order 1 80 of the new 
generation of jets. 

Even if the German govern- 
ment approved the investment, 
it could still be thwarted in par- 
liament. The opposition Social 
Democrats are bitterly divided 
over such a costly project when 
welfare spending is being cut to 
meet the Maastricht criteria. 

However, the Social Demo- 
crat defence spokesman, Mi- 


ter Kolbow, indicated yesterday 
that resistance to Eurofighter 
will crumble if the government 
finds savings elsewhere. 

“I think it will go ahead," Mr 
Kolbow said. “They will have a 
solution to finance this air- 
craft.” 

The matter is gaining ur- 
gency, because until now private 
companies have had to cany the 
burden of development costs. 
Dasa, the German contractor, 
upped the stakes yesterday by 


threatening to pull out if Bonn 
continues to vacillate. The head 
of the Eurofighter consortium 
in Germany, AJpysius Rauen, 
said the delay was endangering 
workers at its production .plants. 
“If the political decision on 
Eurofighter is further delayed, 
the industry must start phasing 
out production," he said. 

In a parliamentary answer on 
Monday, Mr Robertson said 
6,000 jobs already depend on 
Eurofighter in Britain, and 


some 14,000 will be employed 
at the peak of production. 
Britain plans to purchase 232 of 
the jets, at the cost of £42bn. 

Eurofighter is expected to 
provide between 250,000 and 
300 , 000 jobs across Europe. 

The first seven development 
models of the top-of-the range, 
mulri-role aircraft are flying, and 
the RAF is expecting its first 
Eurofighters to be operational 
in 2002. “The only hold-up now 
is tooling up the factories to 


produce the things in large 
numbers,” one senior RAF of- 
ficer said. 

Eurofighter appears exempt 
from the new Government’s 
Defence Review announced 
last week, like the Trident nu- 
clear deterrent. Although Mr 
Robertson said the review 
would look afresh at Britain's 
defence needs, the MoD said 
the Government was sticking to 
its pre-election pledge to buy 
230 Eurofighters. 


Why a 
crisp can 
make 
bitter 
better... 


Charles Arthur 

Science Edito r 

Would you like a packet of crisps with your 
pint of bmer? 

The answer is probably “yes", suggest 
researchers: because the salt in the crisps 
masks the bitter flavour and brings out the 
sweet tastes in the beer. 

Although people usually think of salt as 
a flavour enhancer, new research by a team 
of American scientists suggests that it ac- 
tually functions as a flavour “filter" on food, 
selectively enhancing and suppressing 
various tastes. 

The result could explain earlier, puzzling 
results from the Eighties, which seemed 
to find that adding salt had little effect on 
other flavours - despite the fact that var- 
ious cultures have used it as a condiment 
tor thousands of years. 

It could also point towards the reason 
why "low-sodium" foods, which are in- 
creasingly popular in the United States, 
as dietary salt is thought to contribute to 
high blood pressure, do not sell well: the 
absence of the chemical makes them 
taste fiat. 

The tests on 21 volunteers by Paul Bres- 
lin and Gareth Beauchamp at the Monell 
Chemical Senses Center in Philadelphia, 
provided water-based mixtures of urea, a 
bitter-tasting chemical, sugar and sodium 
acetate, a mild-tasting salt chemical. The 
volunteers were asked to rate the drinks 
fr*r their saltiness, sweetness and bitterness. 

Writing today in the science journal 



Nature , the scientists say: “As predicted, 
there was a selective suppression of the 
taste components by sodium acetate. The 
bitterness of urea was suppressed much 
more by the salt than was the sweetness 
of sucrose." 

• When all three chemicals were put into 


the water, the mixture was judged sweet- 
er than if the salt was not in there, they 
added. 

“The desire for sodium chloride {com- 
mon table salt] and other salts in foods as 
diverse as [often bitter] vegetables..O£fy 
foods and meats may be due in part to then- 


ability to suppress unpleasant flavours," 
the researchers wrote. Other studies pub- 
lished earlier this year in the US showed 
that about a quarter of the population has 
a genetic combination which makes them 
very sensitive to bitter tastes. The use of 
salt would help to suppress this, especially 


Thirsty work: A beer-drinker eating crisps in an east-London pub - scientists say the salt on the snack makes bitter taste better Photograph: John Lawrence 


in dark green vegetables such as broccoli, 
which have very bitter tastes on their own. 

The researchers also suggest that com- 
panies making low-sodium foods should 
try to focus on blocking bitter tastes, in- 
stead of concentrating on the reduction 
of salt content 


...and how 
a cuppa 
can put 
the lid on 
cancer 


Dnnking Chinese lea isn't just trendy - it 
might slop you getting cancer. But the good 
t l° cs Q nt extend ic the traditional 
British cuppa, because its brewing process 
destroys the chemical ihai makes" green lea 
so beneficial, mites Charies Arthur. 

According to research, a chemical found 
in green tea but not black tea helps stop the 
growth of cancer cells. A single cup of green 
tea contains huge, yet nontoxic amounts of 
the chemical, one of a class known as 
cathechins. which slows or even stops an 
enzyme that cancer cells need to grow and 
spread. Although it is less effective in 
stopping cancer than medical drugs, the 
chemical, epigallocathechin-3 gall ate, or 
EGCG. can be taken in much higher doses 
without making someone ill, and so could 
play an important role in fighting cancer. 

Black tea does not confer the same 
advantages, because the brewing process 
oxidises the cathechins, destroying their 
positive effects, says a team of US scientists. 
The work at the Medical College of Ohio 
and the University of Toledo is published 
today in the science journal Nature. 

Tests found that it binds to an enzyme 
called urokinase, preventing the enzyme 
from functioning. Normally, cancer cells 
depend on the action of urokinase to split 
and grow. “Amiloride is administered in a 
maximum dose of 20mg per day, whereas a 
single cup of tea contains 150 mg [of] EGCG 
and some tea lovers consume up to 10 cups a 
day " they write. Such high levels “could 
reduce incidence of cancer in humans, or the 
size of cancers already formed". 
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G6-233M 


■ Intel 233MHz Pentium® II Processor 

■ 32MB EDO RAM, 512K Ultra Fast L2 Cache 

■ 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive 

■ Mitsumi 12-16X (min-max) CD-ROM 

■ Quantum™ 3.2GB Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

■ UltraATA Controller 

■ Ensoniq® 32-Bit PCI Wavetable Soundcard 

■Altec® Lansing ACS410 Speakers with ACS251 Subwoofer 

■ STB® ViRGE GX 3D Graphics Accelerator, 4MB EDO RAM 

■ EuroViva 33.6K Data/Fax/Voice Modem 

■ 17” CrystalScan® Colour Monitor + 

■ ATX Tower Case 

■ Microsoft® Windows® 95 105 Keyboard 

■ MS® Windows 95, MS IntelliMouse 

■ MS Office 97 Small Business Edition Pins 
■Internet Software Bundle 

■ 3 Year Limited Warranty 

£1629 (£1948.15 inc. VAT & Delivery) 
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Brown’s plan to 
boost jobs in EU 


Colin Brown and 
Katherine Butler 

The Chancellor. Gordon Brown, 
said yesterday that Britain would 
lead Europe by making the re- 
duction nf unemployment the 
priority in proposals for welfare 
reforms and a job-creation plan 
to reduce Europe's LS- mill ion job- 
less total. 

The Chancellor will raise the 
three-point action plan at a meet- 
ing of European finance ministers 
on Monday and Tony Blair, the 
Prime Minister, has already se- 
cured the approval of United 
States President Bill Clinton for 
putting it on the table of the G8 
group of industrialised countries. 

The announcement came as the 
European Commission proposed 
new social chapter rules which 
would oblige British companies to 
set up councils to consult their 
workers on redundancies and 
strategic management decisions. 

The move puts Brussels on a col- 


lision course with the government 
in light of Mr Blair’s stated oppo- 
sition to social chapter laws which 
dircaten to burden British indus- 
try with added costs and red tape. 
Government reticence on the so- 
cial chapter looks set to be further 
exposed within days when two 
other proposals reach crucial stages 
on their way to the statute books. 

Tomorrow the commission wfll 
announce it is to start drafting a 
directive extending the pay and 
holiday entitlements of part time 
workers. And next Thursday 
ministers will be asked to sign up 
to a directive making it easier for 
employees to sue for discrimina- 
tion on the grounds of sex. 

Yesterday, the commission for- 
mally asked both sides of indus- 
try to deliver an opinion on the 
worker-consultation proposals 
amid mounting concern that 
Labour in government has little 
intention of matching its rhetoric 
on the social chapter with action. 

There is already resistance to 


calls for a fast-track procedure so 
that the social chapter can be ap- 
plied in Britain by the end of this 
year. “All the messages we are get- 
ting from London suggest they are 
prepared to sign it but don’t ac- 
tually want to apply it,” one Eu- 
ropean Union official said. 

Britain's decision lo make cul- 
ling European unemployment 
the priority in its own presiden- 
cy of the union next year will be 
seen as a further signal, after the 
French election, that the January 
1999 start date for the single cur- 
rency is likely to be delayed. 

The Chancellor, who is press- 
ing for unemployment to be one 
of the key tests of the progress to- 
wards a single currency, denied 
Conservative criticism that the de- 
cision to sign up to the social chap- 
ter and introduce the minimum 
wage would cost jobs and fly in the 
face of his job-creation cam- 
paign. "We support the employ- 
ment chapter but also support 
labour market flexibility,'' he said. 



Carried away: Policere move Greenpeace activists from outside the London headquarters of US oil company Conoco. Environmentalists 
occupied the firm s offices yesterday morning to protest against oil exploration in the Atlantic Ocean Comment, page 21 Photograph: RA 
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A^nd with BTs Business Choices discounts you could save an additional 27% on all your national calls for 
a quarterly site fee of only £5 excl. VA.T. Call BT for your business savings check-up on Freefone 0800 800 800. 
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The cost of catting keeps on fatting. 


John 
Major 1 

□ 


Paddy 

Ashdown 


THE LEADERS TACKLE BLAIR 


Mfjor caught Bair- out on. the question of Scottish and Welsh 
devolution rderendums: Bfalr had said that a Bill on devqta*-- 
tion would be published before the referendums were, staged,: 
.Jbut more reiteritly that voters' judgement .would bei-irtfwmed: 
by a white paper, not- a Bill! Why had he changed his nimtj? •; 
Bair 'would not admit to doing so. simply saying that all refeg 
vant pairtte would be: in the white paper. - . ’ T 
Verdict: Major wins . ‘ 

A dedaon on .monetary union will soon be. made, 3ndlhe chafe 
wilt probably be between relaxation ,ot conditions, or delay: whfch ■ 
would Blair choose?.Ashdown pointed out that Maastricht at- 
. (owed a de^ee ttf flexibility Fn the timetable ■ would die Gov- 
emment push tor this provision to be used? Blair said ft .was' 
important that the. criteria should rut be ‘fiddled or bofcH^dV. 

Verdict: Draw ' 


f| THE BACKBENCH ISSUES 

1 . .. . 

II THEMES OF THE DAY 0 



■ lib-: Rotherham) . l ' _ 

•The Wtet Lothian question [Stephen Day, C. Cbsadle) .• 

*E-Cdi deaths in Scotiahd (Dennis Canavan, Lab..FaiUrk West) 
•the Stephen Lawrence "case (David Winnick, Lab. Waisall North} 



(C. Haltemprice and Howden) - said 
that Blair believed reducing labour costs 
would, reduce unemplaymen. So why .■ 
didhe think that a mirwnum wage, rais- ' 
Ing labourists, would not increase 
unemployment? Biair did not say 


Davtd wasHre 

.(C. Spetthqmel - Said Bill Clinton had. 
a “tept First Lady", ami that Labour 
minlsters.were using the title for Chene 
Booth. They should *rstop thls .-vra^nt 
practice". Blair sabj Wiishira should 
stop “insulling the wives of politicians". 


• THE QUIP'OF THE DAY" ^ 


Biair : Euroscaptic WHiam Cash asked him to go. to Amsterdam 
and renegotiate the Maastricht treaty.. ’as i have nepeatedf/ asked 
of our previous Wme Minister". Major rolled his eyes, "/hope lie 
does, more good for me than he did for the Rt Hon Gentleman’.. 
^ld Blair of ' : 


THE UNANSWERED^QUESTiOfT^i^i^^^S^I 


QrOog Dafe (PIC. Ceredigton} asked a specific question oh the 
Earth Summit. Helen Jackson (Lab. Sheffield Hillsborough} asked 
a supplementary about 30-pfus class sizes in her constituency. 
Because her questwrdid not reiateto the Eaitri'Summit. the Speak- 
er ruled It out of order, and Blair was unable to answer. 


® 

THEL 

9 

THE CREEP OF THE DAY > 


Rachel Squire. t Lab'. Dunfermline W) asked Blair to confirm that 
the Eurofighter aircraft was vital to Britain's defence needs, and 
its importance should be made. dear to the German Chancellor. 
"Of course - saW Blair, "she would know" that the Defence Sec- 
retary was making this polfit lo his German coumerpar t as they 
Spl3te ' J - Compiled by Ben Summers 


•-.* the r\ i)m:\i)iM 

. Tit/' 

What does toraoiToxA hoJd 
for British wiMH® 



British wiJclliie and landscap^iSi?^'^Hder 
threat as never l»ei< ire i’-roni^hthnsive 
farming; development and : eli^M^^ange. 

Doe^ this matter to the next generation? 
Is decline inevitable or can; the, fight to 
maintain diversity- be won? ' ■ v' ' 

Don’t miss The Independent and The 
i id life Trusts supplement in The 
fabloid tomorrow. «. 
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Clarke’s coup 
as Dorrell 
joins the team 
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Uniting! 

,0 >5Hn 



CoBn Brown 

Chief Pbiitical Correspondent 

5?2? th Clare’s campaign for 
*J* e Tory leadership last Tight 
won momentum for the first baP 
!ot when Stephen Dorrell an- 
nounced that he was standing 

cKeUor !UPPOrt thC former 

Mr Clarke pulled off the 
coupwthoui offering Mr Dor- 
rell the key job in a shadow cab- 
inet as the deputy leader of the 
Conservative Party, leaving him- 
seff the option of offering the 
deputy role to his main rival 
from the centre, Wffliam Hague, 
m the final stages of the contest! 

At their press conference in 
Westminster yesterday, Mr 


Clarke and Mr Dorrell appeared 
on a platform together under the 
hurriedly arranged logo, “Unit- 
ing to win”. But the right wing 
rejected their “unity” ticket, and 
warned that Mr Clarke would 
split the party over Europe. 

"It is impossible for Clarice to 
win except in the nightmare 
scenario that in the third ballot, 
it is Hague versus Clarke. The 
strength of feeling against Hague 
is so great that some might be 
persuaded even Clarke is better 
than Hague. The idea of Hague 
Hireling the shadow cabinet is ris- 
ible," a member of one of the op- 
posing camps said. 

Iain Dun can-Smith, a sup- 
porter of John Redwood, said 
that after trimming to the right 


Major fury over 
block on ‘gongs’ 


CoBn Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The Queen’s Birthday Hon- 
ours list was overshadowed last 
night by a row between John 
Major and Tbny Blair over a list 
of Tory “gongs for the boys". 

Mr Major was said to be “very 
annoyed" Mr Blair had refused 
to submit to the Queen a list of 
political honours to Conserva- 
tive MPs and party workers for 
services to the party. 

Mr Blair's aides said last 
night Mr Major had left the list 
for Mr Blair when he vacated 
Downing Street after the elec- 
tion. “It was John Major's list 
but it was returned. It is not true 
to say that he blocked iL It was 
not a question of vetting it.” 

There was a second list of of- 
ficial honours, which will form 
the basis of the Birthday Hon- 
ours list. Sources close to Mr 
Blair said it would be “John Ma- 


jor* s list". But in line with his re- 
fusal to propose political hon- 
ours. Mr Blair refused to submit 
Mr Major’s political honours. 
“He still has the Resignation 
Honours List. He can put who 
he likes in that,” a source said. 

Mr Major is expected to re- 
ward Ibry loyalists in the Res- 
ignation List, which will be 
published in July. Mr Major’s 
spokeswoman said: “They say 
he didn’t make any political 
nominations. He did. If any 
blocking was done, it was by 
them." Ten former Cabinet 
ministers were given life peer- 
ages in a list announced in 
April in the election campaign. 
They included Kenneth Baker. 
Douglas Hurd and John Biffen. 

The names on Mr Majors list 
of political honours are a secret, 
butmayindude knighthoods for 
such stalwarts as his party chair- 
man, Brian Mawhinney.. . 

Leading article, page 19 


Aaronovitch 

Grey Head takes 
Protector to task 


JL against the Dissolution and Corruption. 

With the King dead, the new Lord Protector had shunned 
appearing at Westminster, preferring in his impatience to 
meet instead with his Grand Council at Millbank and issue 
decrees against the baiting of bears, the hunting of faxes 
and dancing in public But now he was to appear in the 
Chamber of the House of Commons, where all were assembled 
for Lord Protector’s Question Time. Awaiting him < sat 
the few, battered remnants of the Cavalier cause hugely 
outnumbered by the victorious army of puniansjma 
democrats. The chronicler, an eminent antiquarian, takes up 

^“TTrns, to acclaime from his own side - attired in fiJspo|- 
ted tie of office - he entered into the Chamber, 
place nest to Bulstrode Prescott and not far fr . or ° 
rotary Strawe and Mr Chancellor -Browne And.thou^he 
loved not the bearpit, yet his face bore smiles, and he conde- 
scended to bow from the hippe most prettify. 

Then called Madam Speaker Boothroyd for 
recommending to the LordProtector that hefir* addrg 

himself to the petition made 

Digger from Ceredigion, concerning the Earthe Summit in 

N TeT ,r iid the Protector, ’for all things* are niadenew, 
j Wf »’chalJ support the new forest convention, and younge 
and we sh . PRx". ~ , Forces and plant trees and not 


Sjsa X ssps d-d 

£ st? 

moaning thus. u referendum would happen in 

told the Hot* SSfflVSSE Bilf&bre- 

h^^Butnow the GraniT&nmci] are saying that entire 

Wfcte fjjperwDJ be published. So is there not some bad of 

t.a.11 off than when it was atta urea- r m . . d 


drowned all other ronv~ ^ 

TheI^^ 0 ^ t ^mfhS^ofteu,fortdi 

Nation’s OTimngMd^- ajrsinthisl! ee b em ! Bt 


anew utc conference m 

concerning *ifj SiS,r regarded him with a cunous e*p«s- 

• 11131 ’* dMS ^ ^ * Md 

3« jjSS’of ait arm, the grey head smiled ruefully-" 


on Europe. Mr Dorrell was 
“coming home" 10 the pro-Eu- 
ropean wing of the Tory party. 

Mr Dorrell will be unable to 
bring a “dowry" with him. His 
supporters, including David 
Faber, Peter Luff, Simon Bums, 
and Shaun Woodward, are ex- 
pected to be split among the 
other camps. 

All the leadership candidates 
paraded before the National 
Union of part)' workers at Con- 
servative Central Office. The 
National Union will meet again 
on 9 June and decide on its own 
choice of leader, on the eve of 
the first ballot, which is re- 
stricted to MPs. 

Mr Dorrell dropped out be- 
cause it became dear he would 
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Joining forces: Kenneth Clarke and Stephen Dorrell yesterday announcing Mr Dorrell was dropping out of the race Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


trail a poor sixth in the first bal- 
lot. He said that Mr Garke was 
the “biggest hitler" who could 
win. Mr Garke's shift of policy 
on the single currency this week, 
calling for the January 1999 


deadline to be delayed, made the 
move easier for Mr DorrelL 
But Mr Garke last night re- 
jected an appeal to the Euro- 
sceptic right. Delivering the 
Butler lecture, Mr Garke said 


the Tbries would never win an 
election by consolidating the 
core support and pursuing the 
900.000 who backed the Refer- 
endum and UK Independence 
Parties. “We need to aim at the 


sections of the electorate who 
ought to be Conservative hut are 
most difficult to attract at the 
moment - particularly young, 
uncommitted voters under the 
age of 45,” he said. 


The Tor)’ leadership also said 
it was scrapping Lhe existing 
candidates' list of more than bUU 
names. The new leader will or- 
der a tresh list to be drawn up. 
New blow to Howard, page 12 
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IRA ‘planned 
sugar bomb 
hoax on capital’ 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

A seli'-confcssed IRA volunteer 
told a court yesterday that the 
lermrisi organisation planned 
an elaborate hoax using fake 
bombs containing idng sugar to 
bring chaos to London and the 
home counties. 

Gerard Han rutty gave a step- 
by-step demonstration at the 
Old Bailey in London of how he 
made the’ devices. 

Mr Hanraity. 38, denied that 
it was ever intended that the 
dummy bombs should contain 
explosives. Along with seven 
other men he denies plotting to 
attack six electricity sub-sta- 
tions that link the National 
Grid to London. 

He told the juiy yesterday 
that his IRA unit intended to 
trick the electricity company 
into turning off (he power. 
■“The electrical impact would be 
total disruption in London. AH 
the traffic lights would be out. 
It would result in chaos. All in- 
dustries would he starved - 
rail. Tube and travel," he said. 

He added that he thought the 
“brilliant'’ plan would have cre- 
ated “a political impact for John 
Major and the British govern- 


ment and make a fool of the ring 
of steel round London which 
stops the IRA entering the City’'. 

The prosecution alleges Mr 
Hanrattywas pan of an IRA ac- 
tive-service unit which plotted 
to use bombs to destroy the 
electricity sub-stations. 

Mr Hanratty described mak- 
ing 37 boxes containing elec- 
trical timing devices after 
arriving in London. He said that 
the authorities would have had 
□o option but to deal with the 
boxes, placed in the sub-stations, 
as if they were real. 

“Any bomb-disposal officer 
called to deal with such a device 

in the vicinity of 100,000 volts 
would have to turn the elec- 
tricity off before. The result 
would be no electricity in Lon- 
don for however long it took to 
deal with the devices. It would 
lake a minimum of hours - we 
felt they would be dealt with in 
a day and a halt” He added that 
it was too risky to place explo- 
sives in the power stations. 

He gave a demonstration in 
court of how he made the de- 
vices and said that various dues 
were to have been left to con- 
fuse bomb-disposal experts, in- 
cluding wooden dowels used for 
arming and safety pegs, which 


would have indicated the devices 
were fully armed. 

He said the IRA had planned 
to use idng sugar because when 
X-rayed it looks like Semtex. He 
demonstrated how five packets 
of idng sugar would be placed 
in a compartment of the device. 
“It was one organic substance 
which could fool even the most 
sophisticated X-ray machine." 
he told the court. A piece of iron 
har, which could be mistaken for 
a detonator, was also to have 
been included. 

Mr Hanratty said that the 
IRA had used a multitude of 
strategies over the years, in- 
cluding sniper, grenade and 
mortar attadcs, car and lorry 
bombs and hoaxes. “In Belfast, 
the IRA have carried out thou- 
sands upon thousands of dif- 
ferent types of attacks ... It 
closes down the city.” 

Mr Hanratty. 38, Martin 
Murphy, 36. Donald Gannon, 
34, Patrick Martin, 35, Robert 
Morrow, 37, Francis Rafferty, 
45, John Crawley, 39, and Clive 
Brampton. 36, all deny con- 
spiring between January and 
July last year to cause explosions 
likely to endanger life or cause 
serious injury to property. 

The case continues. 
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Flat out: Sandbanks beach, Poole, Dorset, which was awarded a Blue Flag yesterday 


Photograph: John Voos 
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US teaches heads 
how to sack staff 




TOP BRAND CAMCORDERS 

^ # 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

Government attempts to speed 
up the dismissal of incompetent 
teachers may founder on heads' 
reluctance to confront them, 
according to US research. 

Professor led Wragg, of Ex- 
elCT .University, pointed yes- 
terday to studies which show 
heads try to persuade ttachers 
to leave, .move them to ncm- 
dassroom duties, or pay for spe- 
cial" counselling or retraining. 

The reluctance to dismiss 
people is not confined to the 
teaching profession. Other 
American studies suggest that 
managers in industry would 
rather transfer employees than 
sack them. Another survey of 
malpractice in the medical pro- 
fession found it was almost im- 
possible to persuade doctors to 
testify against each other. A dif- 
ferent group of researchers 
found this was true of lawyers. 

Professor Wragg has just re- 
ceived £139,157 from the Gats- 
by Charitable Foundation to 


cany out the first major British 
stuefy of incompetent teachers. 
He will investigate the grounds 
by which teachers are judged in- 
competent and how schools 
deal with them. The US re- 
search suggests dismissing 
teachers is tune-consuming and 
expensive, costing as much as 
£100,000 in legal fees. 

Professor Wragg said last 
night: "The American research 
shows that even if you have leg- 
islation dismissing incompe- 
’ tent teachers, is not a simple 
business. If the rule is that yon 
are dismissed after two unsat- 
isfactory ratings then heads are 
reluctant to give the second.” 

The most common grounds 
used to dismiss teachers in 141 ( 
California school are supervis- 
or ratings, complaints from 
pupils, complaints from other 
teachers and pupils’ test scores. 

Stephen Byers, the school 
standards minister, has asked 
employers and teacher unions 
how the dismissal procedures 
for teachers can be cut to six 
months. 


James MeHor . 

The seaside resort of. 
Bournemouth struck a blow 
for clean air and dean living 
yesterday when its town / 
council announced that ft has 
banned smoking on stretches - 
of its sands, ana has installed 
CC TV cameras along its 
coastline. 

Hie moves came as the 
popular holiday town was 
awarded a sought after . • 
European Blue Flag award, 
along with 37 other United 
Kingdom beaches. 

David Jones, the town’s 
sea-front manager, said: 

“[The no-smoking idea] was • 
quickly adopted. We now 
have three areas, each about 
100 metres wide, where . 
smoking is banned. There is 
not a byolaw to enforce this - 
it is just a voluntary code.” 

Most sunseekers backed 
the initiative. Cyril Bailey, a 
pensioner, said: “The beaches 
m Bournemouth and Poole 
are clean and healthy. I've 
been to beaches across 
Europe and none compare to 
these. No-smoking areas are 
as important part of that.” 

But Rick Morrison was 
angered by the ban. “Soon 
people will have no freedoms 
left," he said 

And it's not just the 
smokers who axe seeing 
changes. Coy bathers who 
struggle under towels to get 
their clothes off and swimsuit 
on may blush a little deeper, 
as surveillance cam eras tape 
their every move. “CCTV was 
installed to combat 
vandalism, crime and bad 
behaviour,” said Mr Jones. 
“Last year it helped with 40 
arrests and has slashed the 
£100,000 vandalism biOs.” 

Blue Flag officials heralded 
Bournemouth, in Dorset, and 
the neighbouring town of 
Poole, as fine examples of 
“good beaches with good 
management”. Dorset 
boasted three of England's 
twenty-two nominated 
beaches, with Wales receiving 
nine awards. Northern 
Ireland six and Scotland one. 
More than twice the number 
of UK beaches gained 
accreditation than in 1995, 
and, across Europe, 2^31 1 
Blue Flags were awarded. 

Jim Ross, beach services 
manager at Poole, said: 
“Families on our sands feel 
safe. We are proud of what we 
have done ... more resorts are 
starting to take beach 
management seriously.” 
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NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS OF 
HALIFAX INTERNATIONAL 
(ISLE OF MAN) LIMITED. 

Halifax International (Isle of Man) Limited, announces revised interest 
rates from 9th June 15)97. 
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Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

Britain’s consumers will be of- 
fered the chance to buv green, 
non-pol]uting eleciricfty from 
early next year. 

Several electricity supply 
companies are planning to 
launch schemes in which cus- 
tomers would sign contracts 
specifying that all their power 
came from, renewable sources 
like the wind, water and 
methane gas generated by rot- 
ting garbage. These customers 
would pay a premium price - 
perhaps as much as 10 per cent 
higher than ordinary bills. 

The new thinking was un- 


would assure customers who 
sign up for green electricity 
that their consumption, year on 
year, will be matched by extra 
consumption of renewable en- 
ergy in the grid as a whole, over 
and above that which would 
have happened in any case. 

All UK electricity consumers 
already pay a small levy on their 
bills - less than 1 per cent - un- 
der a government devised 
scheme to promote renewable 
energy. This has worked well, in 
that the number of wind tur- 
bines and other green power 
sources has grown rapidly. 

However, next year this sub- 
sidy expires for more than 300 
megawatts of renewable ener- 


. o ui lUlCWdUIC CUCI- 

i tam ?J or . conference on' gy capacity spread out over 
giooai warming in London yes- dozens of’ small forces, like 
. . y*’ 1 rgan lsed by the World wind farms. Some are in dan- 
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wide Fund for Nature fWWF). 
Uie fund is interested in audit- 
ing and endorsing such schemes, 
ensuring they actually boost re- 
newable energy over polluting 
fossil fuel power stations. 

Electricity companies are in- 
terested in being able to use 
WWF’s famous panda logo to 
help sell the scheme. 

The opportunity arises be- 
cause from 1 April next year the 
local monopoly of regional elec- 
tricity companies will end. Any 
household will be able to buy 
power from any generator, 
anywhere. 

Electricity from renewable 
and conventional sources is 
mixed cm the grid. So the trick, 
as far as the companies and 
WWF are concerned, is to de- 
vise a “matching” system. This 


ger of closing as a result, which 
would lead to increases in pol- 
lution as fossil fuel power took 
over from them. 

Customers pledged to buy 
green power could, however, 
keep them going while per- 
suading generators to invest in 
new renewable energy sources. 

Sue GilL of Green Electron, 
a subsidiary of West Country 
electricity company SWEB, said 
"It’s a niche market but one 
worth pursuing." Her company 
is hoping to launch a nationwide 
green electricity scheme next 
year. 

■ Dr Merylyn McKenzie 
Hedger, climate change policy 
co-ordinator with WWF, said 
any scheme would need rigor- 
ous auditing to ensure cus- 
tomer demand to buy only 


PC’s son accused 
in Ulster murder 


David McKittrick 

Ireland Correspondent ' 

The son of a policeman was 
among four men who were yes- 
terday charged with the murder 
of an RUC officer who was 
kicked to death by loyalists. 

The off-duty constable, Gre- 
gory Taylor, died outside a bar 
in Ballyrnoney, County Antrim, 
at the weekend. His killing was 
vesterday condemned in the 
'Commons by Tbny Blair who 
said he abhorred it as random 
vicious violence.' 

The four men, all from Bal- 
lymoney, who appeared at 
North Antrim magistrates’ 
court yesterday were charged 
with murder and affray. They all 
the charges and were remand- 


ed in custody until 20 June. 

Among them was Leslie 
Thomas Henry, 30, a plasterer, 
the son of an RUC reservist 
The others were Alistair 
Samuel Stevenson, 30, a process 
worker; Mark McIntyre, 27, a 
dvil servant; and Samuel James 
Coulter, 30, a cleaner. 

Mr Tkylor’s death, which fol- 
lowed an argument about the 
RUC's role in keeping an Or- 
ange march our of a nearby 
Catholic village, increased fears 
of a repeat of asl year’s march- 
ing season. However, in a 
move seen as heartening, the 
Order’s Porta down district has 
written to 1,500 Catholics In 
Garvaghy Road, the focus of last 
year’s violence, saying it hoped 
to avoid trouble this year. 
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green power had been fully 
matched with renewable ener- 
gy generation. Michael Meach- 
er, the environment minister, 
told Lhe conference Britain 
would not deliver on iis new tar- 
get of cutting carbon dioxide 
emissions by 2Q per cent by 2010 
if other European Union na- 
tions did not go further in curb- 
ing greenhouse gas emissions. 

The EU has worked out a 
complex deal on cutting green- 
house gases which allows some 
of the poorer, less industri- 
alised countries like Portugal to 
have big increases in their emis- 
sions between 2000 and 2010. 
Europe as a whole is commit- 
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Life 
after 
death for 


historic 

tombs 





Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 


The dead of north London's 
most atmospheric cemeteries, 
Highgate and Kensal Green, 
should perhaps rise up and 
toast Sir Jocelyn Stevens and his 
team at English Heritage. 

Over the last 11 years, the 
Government's heritage quango 
has given grants totalling 
£7t 10.000 to help with repairs of 
monuments and other Victori- 
an features at Highgate Ceme- 
tery endeavouring to halt 
structure deterioration with- 
out damaging the gentle decay 
which pervades the 36 acres of 
tombs and luxuriant growth. 

Last night Sir Jocelyn, chair- 


Fittfng tribute: Highgate Cemetery features the most important Victorian architecture of any English cemetery 


man of English Heritage, was 
the guest of the Friends of 
Highgate Cemetery at a cere- 
mony to mark the completion 
of work in the grandiose west- 
ern sertion which contains the 
most important Victorian ar- 
chitecture of any English ceme- 
tery. Karl Marx, its most 


celebrated deceased, lies in the 
eastern section, added in 1855. 

Only last month the Dis- 
senters' Chapel was reopened 
at Kensal Green, having been 
restored from from u crumbling 
min. EH contributed £200,000. 

The climax of the work at 
Highgate is the restoration of 


the Curie of Lebanon, a grade 
two* listed feature and its sepul- 
chral approach along the Egypt- 
ian Avenue of family vaults. 

The circle takes its name 
from the 300-vear-old cedar at 
the centre of' a circle of cata- 
combs which form a giant pot 
for the tree. This was Valhalla 


for wealthy Victorians but after 
the First World Wu- the ceme- 
tery started to fell into disrepair; 
tombs were desecrated- and 
coffins broken into by dabblers 
in black magic. 

Within months of the London 
Cemetery Company closing in 
.1975, the Friends of Highgate 
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hopes are 


hit again 


CoGn Brawn 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Photograph; Andrew Buurman 


Cemetery was formed and six 
years later the rescue began. 

Richard Quirk, the general 
manager, calls the repairs 
“managed neglect". He said: 
“The object has been to stop the 
clock of deterioration while 
preserving the character that 
age bestowed on the cemetery.” 






A third former Home Office 
minist er yesterday took a side- 
swipe at Michael Howard,^ the 
former Home Secretary, in a 
fresh blow to his Conservative 
leadership campaign. 

Charles Wardle told the 
Commons that when he had 
been the minister responsible 
for immigr ation, be had been in- 
structed to turn a blind eye to 
a damning DTI inspectors' re- 
port on the A1 Fayed brothers’ 
take-over of the London store 
Harrods in order to take a 
more favourable view of their 
appeal for British citizenship. 

' Mr Wardle said he was 
pressed to reverse a decision by 
the immigration section of the 
Home Office which rejected the 
application by the A1 Fayeds. 

He later concluded the A1 
Fayeds had been “stitched up" 
by the DTI inspectors' report 
into their take-over of Lhe 
House of Fraser, but to ignore 
the report would have been un- 
lawful, compromised the high- 
est standards of the civil 
servants in the immigration 
section of the Home Office 
and would have led to abuses of 
immigration rules. 

Mr Wardle did not name Mr 
Howard, but it is likely to have 
inflicted further damage on his 
campaign for the Tory leader- 
ship following criticism from two 
subordinates. Peter Lloyd and 
Ann Widdecombe said there 


ership contest was contemplat- 
ed,” he said. 


ed,” he said. 

“Having looked back at the 
vitriolic and unscrupulous war- 
fare between Tiny Rowland 
and Mohammed al Fayed, I 
have come to the fairly dramatic 
conclusion that the Al Fayeds 
were stitched up bv a DTI 
inquiry." 

In a reference to the “sleaze" 
row in which Mr Al Fayed al- 


leged he had paid some Con- 
servative MPs in £5 notes 


servative MPs in £5 notes 
stuffed into envelopes, Mr Whr- 
dle added: “I can understand 
the general distaste for thexmn- 
principled and unsavoury use of 
brown envelopes and other 
inducements ... And yet injus- 
tice is injustice." 


DAILY POEM 


From the Odes: Book One 


By Horace 

(Translated by Sir Thomas Hawkins - 1625) 


Strive not. Leuconoe. to know what end 
The gods aboiv to me or thee will send: 

Nor with astrologers consult at all. 

That thou mayst better know what can befalk 
Whether thou liv’st more winters , or thy last 
Be this, which Tyniien waves 'gainst rocks do cast. 
Be wise ! drink free, and in so short a space 
Do not protracted hopes of life embrace. 

Whilst we are talking, envious Time doth slide: 
This day's thine own; the next mav be denied. 


Two new paperback editions of the Odes of Quintus Horatius 
Flaccus (65BC-8BC) have just been published. This transla- 
tion comes from the Wordworth Classics edition. Horace: The 
Odes (£2 JO), which draws on 400 years of English versions, 
from Ben Jonson to J B Leishman. The Oxford World's Clas- 
sics volume, 77 jc Complete Odes, is edited by David West 
(Oxford, £6.99). 
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was “something of the night* 
about Mr Howard. He was Mr 
WaxdJe's boss at the time, and 
was at the DTI at the height of 
the Guinness case. 

Mr Wfcrdle focused on his 
long-standing demands for a 
shake-up in DTI investigations, 
alleging ministerial pressure to - 
capture “scalps" including Lord 
Spens, a merchant banker, with - 
the Guinness take-over inquiry 
in the run-up to the 1987 gen- 
eral election, and the -investi- 
gation into House of Fraser. 

“My objective is to pul right 
what I consider to be wrongs. 
Persistent press inquiries have 
related to the Conservative 
leadership contest. I have re- 
lated time and again to jour- 
nalists that I was seeking' the 
debate months before the lead- 
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The jurors who found Timothy 
McVeigh guilty were asked 
yesterday to take a look at the 
hard, cold facts” of the case, 
and make him pay with his 
life for the Oklahoma City 
bombing. 

The 29-year-old former sol- 
dier, a decorated gunner in the 
Gulf war, knew “exactly what 
uic effects of this bomb were go- 

ing to be.” prosecutor Patrick 
Ryan said. 

The victims already had “all 
the sympathy they can stand,*’ 
Mr Ryan said. They are lined up 
m the coming days to demana 
j'ustice. The jury were to hear 
from a 10-year-old boy who lost 
his mother and a rescue work- 
er who held a victim's hand, only 
to feel the pulse slow and stop, 

McVeigh was found guilty on 
Monday of all 11 counts of 
bombing, conspiracy, and mur- 
der. He faces a minimum of life 


mother who remembered pray- 
ing for the victims of the bomb, 
to computer workers, a main- 
tenance man who reads the 
Bible once a week, a Vietnam 
War veteran, and a woman 


teacher who said McVeigh 
“looks like a nice kid". 


ui prison. 

But the penalty stage of the 
trial, with a witness list of more 
than 100 people in a hearing ex- 
pected to last several daysTwOl 
be bitterly fought. From the 
start, US officials from President 
Bill Clinton down have 


promised the ultimate penalty 
for the bombers. 

McVeigh's defence team, 
meanwhile, faced with a likely 
guilty verdict, has long set its 
sights on keeping him alive. His 
lawyers include several veterans 
of death cases in Texas, a state 
which has put 23 people to 
death this year alone. 

The jury of seven men and 
five women runs from a grand- 


Ail were passed during the 
jury selection as “death quali- 
fied”. meaning they were pre- 
pared to consider the death 
penalty as the law required it, 
and had no moral, spiritual or 
personal objections that ruled 
it out. Most said it was accept- 
able in some cases. 

Judge Richard Matsch said 
he would allow photographs of 
maimed survivors to be intro- 
duced along with pictures of vic- 
tims being wheeled into 
hospitals, and evidence that 
some of Lhe victims died slow- 
ly as gravel and dust filled their 
longs. 

“We can't sanitise this scene,” 
he said. He drew the line, how- 
ever, at wedding photos and a 
poem by a victim's father. He 
promised the defence the 
chance to grill witnesses on 
whether they had been influ- 
enced by earner trial testimony. 

“A penalty phase cannot be 
turned into some kind of lynch- 
ing,” he said. “This cannot be- 
come a matter of such 
emotional testimony which 
would inflame or incite the 
passions of the juiy." 

The defence has long faced 
the problem that McVeigh 
shows every outward sign of per- 
fect sanity, and though he is said 
to have been driven by over- 
whelming hate for the US gov- 
ernment, he has the look of a 
boy-next-door, and has never 



US moves to 
prevent BSE 
with animal 
feed ban 


Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 


Legacy of grief: Bomb survivors comforting each other after hearing of the McVeigh guilty verdict 


Photograph: AP 


shown in public (he slightest re- 
morse, or even doubt. There 
was no hint yesterday on 
whether McVeigh himself 
would plead for clemency. In- 
stead friends and family wfll tes- 
tify to his loyalty and likeability. 


his small-town upbringing, his 
parents' divorce and his absent 
mother, and possibly his failure 
to qualify for the US special 
forces after he left the army. 

They may also probe the 
reasons for ms anger at the gov- 


ernment - the botched siege of 
armed cultists at Waco, Texas, 
and the bloody stand-off with 
white supremacists in Ruby 
Ridge, Idaho, both causes 
celebres in the militia circles be 
travelled. The prosecution yes- 


terday again died the Turner Di- 
aries, a racist novel of a white 
supremacist uprising. Mr Ryan 
quoted passages from the book 
about a fertiliser bomb that 
could cause a “shockingly large 
number of victims.” 


The US Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration, the body that reg- 
ulates the safety of agricultural 
produce, is banning the use of 
alm ost all slaughtered animal 
parts in livestock feed because 
of the risk of bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy (BSE) or mad 
cow disease. The ban, accom- 
panied by official protestations 
that it is a purefy preventive 
measure, comes into force in GO 
days’ time. 

An instruction on the content 
of livestock feed had been ex- 
pected since January, when the 
FDA recommended that no 
cows, sheep or goats should eat 
feed that included pans of cow. 
sheep, goat, deer or mink. The 
new rule, however, bans the use 
of all animal protein except pure 
pork or pure horse (pigs and 
j horses are not known to be af- 
fected by BSE). 

The US government says 
there have been no cases of BSE 
in American cattle. Announc- 
ing the ban, the FDA said that 
1 if a case of BSE were ever dis- 
covered in the US, the ban 
would prevent it from spread- 
ing through feed. 

The US livestock industry in- 
stituted a voluntary ban on cer- 
tain animal proteins in cattle 
feed last year, and their associ- 
ations yesterday welcomed Lhe 
FDA ban, saying that it would 
put a “protective blanket 
around the cattle industry". 

Some specialists say the fact 
that the ban does not affect pet 
food or chicken- or pig-feed, 
however, leaves open the pos- 
sibility of this cheaper feed be- 
ing used for cattle - as happened 
in some European countries. 

Others, including a spokes- 
woman for the US Consumers’ 
Union, objected that the pork 
exemption made the ban “to- 
tally inadequate”. She said that 
British research showed that 
pigs could be susceptible to 
BSE. 

US consumer groups and 
veterinarians pressed earlier 
this year for more research 


into the possibility of a mad-pig 
disease, after unearthing a dor- 
mant 1979 study that found pigs 
at one New York slaughter- 
house with symptoms suggest- 
ing a disorder of the central 
nervous system. 

The study said that because 
the pigs came from many dif- 
ferent farms, there was a pos- 
sibility that there was a 
widespread problem, but the 
findings were never followed up. 

While there have been con- 
sistent denials that there have 
ever been any BSE cases in the 
US. there are documented in- 
stances of what is described as 
a “spontaneously occurring 
form of spongiform en- 



Oprah Winfrey: Audience told 
US not immune from BSE 


cephalopathy” in mink and 
fanned Jeer. Some scientists be- 
lieve that the risk of a BSE epi- 
demic exists in the US. where 
there are 100 million head of 
cattle, because around Lhe same 
proportion of animal protein 
was added to livestock feed, be- 
fore the new ban, as in Britain. 

When a food safety special- 
ist ventured to suggest on a pop- 
ular television show two years 
ago, however, that the US might 
not be immune from BSE, his 
remarks precipitated a sharp tail 
in beef prices and left some 
fanners with huge losses. A 
Texas fanner who says he lost 
almost $7m is suing the Oprah 
Winfrey Show , and the special- 
ist, under a US law that makes 
“disparaging the quality of food 
products" an offence. 


Thailand sends drug Algerians 
charge Britons home erase past 


Matthew Chance 

Bangkok 


Sandra Gregory, tearful and 
drawn after more than four 
years in a Bangkok prison for 
heroin trafficking, was escorted 
under tight security oo to a Lon- 
don-bound flight yesterday. She 
and three other Britons con- 
victed separately of drugs of- 
fences in Thailand were banded 
overt© British officials under a 
prisoner repatriation scheme 
which may see a string of British 
offenders tr ansf erred from That 
prisons to serve out their sen- 
tences at home, diplomats say. 

Shielded from photographers 
gathered to record the transfer, 
which is receiving wide attention 
in Thailand, Gregory, 31, was 
shackled and taken in a police 
van from the notorious Klong 
Prem prison on the outskirts of 
northern Bangkok to an immi- 
gration detention centre. 

Gregory, from Halifax in 
Yorkshire, was herself unable to 
comment on the transfer: 
“They've told me not to speak 
to you,” she said, as Thai prison 
guards and British diplomats 
Iscorted her past waiting 
journalists. 


“Sandra is very well and 
looking forward to going home. 
She will fly back later this 
evening,” said one British em- 
bassy official yesterday. 

Thai police arrested Grego- 
ry, along with fellow Briton 
Robert Lock, as they were 
preparing to board a flight to 
Tbkyo in February 1993. Cus- 
toms officials at Bangkok’s Don 
Muang international airport 
found 102 grams of heroin in- 
side baggage belonging to Gre- 
gory. She claimed to be carrying 
the drugs for Lock in exchange 
for medical expenses and her air 

fere. . 

Lock denied any involve- 
ment and, after three years of 
investigations and legal pro- 
ceedings in Thailand, was found 
innocent. Gregory pleaded 
guilty and was sentenced to 25 
years: the jail term later was re- 
duced under a Thai royal 
amnesty to 21 years, 10 months 
and 20 days. 

Three other Britons were also 
transferred to British custody 
yesterday and are believed to 
have joined Sandra Gregory on 
her flight home. Kevin Grant, Pe- 
ter Heather and Andrew Mc- 
Garrity are each serving between 


20 and 40 years for drugs of- 
fences committed in Thailand 

Under an agreement signed 
inl99L more than 30 British cit- 
izens serving prison terms in 
Thailand, mostly for drugs of- 
fences, can apply to serve the re- 
mainder of their sentences in 
Britain, provided they have 
been in Thai custody for more 
than four years. 

Six Britons have already been 
returned under the scheme 
which has in the past been 
dogged by bureaucratic delays. 
However, the latest transfers 
have been welcomed by prison 
welfare groups in Britain who 
have praised the speedy han- 
dling of Sandra Gregory’s case 
by the Thai authorities. Diplo- i 
mats anticipate more transfers 
of British prisoners shortly. . 

“These are transfers, not re- 
leases, there will be no reduc- 
tion in sentences,” said Anthony 
Stokes, a British Embassy offi- j 
ciaJ in Bangkok. 

“But all those transferred 
wfll qualify for normal British ; 
parole arrangements. That still 
means that in Sandra Gregory’s 
case she may have to serve an- 
other nine years in Britain be- 
fore she is free,” he added. 


Elaine Ganley 

Associated Press 






Algiers - In an election that au- 
thorities hope wfll erase the 
memory of a coup and a can- 
celled vote, Algerians are cast- 
ing ballots today for their first 
multi-party parliament. 

The 16 million voters wfll 
have to brave the risk of bombs 
and overcome a sense of hope- 
lessness wrought by five years of 
a Muslim insurgency, a move- 
ment fed by desperation oyer 
unemployment and corruption. 
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Only the soldiers posted 
throughout Algiers hinted at the 
stakes in an election that Pres- 
ident Liamine Zeroual sees as 
a step toward ending the in- 
surgency in which 60,000 have 
died. Mr Zeroual hopes to 
widen the government's politi- 
cal base by restoring an elect- 
ed parliament,- which was 
scrapped five years earlier, 
sparking the insurgency. 

The shadow of the 1992 par- 
liamentary vole, cancelled in a 
coup to thwart victory by Mus- 
lim fundamentalists, was ever- 
present in campaign speeches, 
and in bombs that shook the 
capital this week. 
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Stephen Vines 1 nial administration by joining 

Hong Kong : - * one of the biggest rallies held 

■ ! ~ to commemorate the 1989 

As many as 55,000 HoogKong ■ Tiananmen Square massacre. 

people have defied bom die With only three weeks to go 
Chinese government arid the beiorethe handover to Chinese 

Rame of liberty; Protests^ wave candles in Victoria Park at a rally for Tiananmen Square's victims Photogaph: Reuter territory's incoming postcolo- rule, a sombre crowd last night 
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listened intently as Szeto Whh, 
one of the democracy move- 
ment’s leaders, told them that 
he did not underestimate “the 
difficulties and dangers that 
lay ahead of us, and the price 
we have to pay”. He vowed that 
the movement would continue 

“even when the seas nm dry and 

the rods crumble”. 

Another of the rally's or- 
ganisers, Kong Ho-sui, said 
that even if rallies of this kind 
were banned next year, the 
people would assemble at the 
same time and place as indi- 
viduals and would defy the au- 
thorities to stop them. 

Standing under a massive 
hannftr inscribed with the Chi- 
nese characters for “fight to the 
end”, Yeung Sum, a legislator 
and rally organiser, said dvil dis- 
obedience might be necessary 
in future if Hong Kong wished 
to continue supporting China’s 
democracy movement 

Last night's demonstration 
was far bigger than in recent 
years. “We are going back to 

China, so we have to stand up*, 
said Lau San-ching, a former 
political prisoner in China who 
joined the demonstration. He 
believed Hong Kong had a bet- 
ter chance of influencing. Chi- 
na once it returned to Chinese 
sovereignty. “However many 
people we get to demonstrate, 
a doesn’t matter, because we 
will be demonstrating in a part 
of China”, he said. 

As usual, the democracy 
movement managed to mo- 
bilise an impressive cross-sec- 


counrils and universities. The 
Chinese authorities and the in- 
coming government have de- 
clined to make it dear whether 
protests of this kind will be le- 
gal after 1 July. Nor is it known 
whether the alliance which or- 
ganises t his annual commemo- 
ration will be banned. 

Tung Chee-hwa, the Chief 
Executive- design ate of the new 
government, called on Hong 
Kong people to put down the 
“June 4 baggage”. He said they 
should look forward to the 
prospect of reunification with 
China rather than backwards to 
an event eight years ago. 

Cui Tiankai, China's foreign 
ministry spokesman, joined Mr 
Tung in refusing to say whether 
democracy protests would be 
banned, but dismissed the pro- 
testers as irrelevant. “The thing 
Hong Kong’s 6 million residents 
are most concerned about is the 
act of re unificati on with China”, 
he said. 

The new regime will intro- 
duce laws to outlaw activities 


turn of the population ranging 
from babes in arms to the frail 
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You're looking 


through the eves This is what the big match could look like it you 


of someone who have diabetic retinopalhv. a common cause ol sighl loss. 


from babes in aims to the frail 
and elderly. Factory workers in 
grubby T-shirts mixed with 
smartly dressed executives in 
designer-made casual clothing. 

In the sweltering heat of a hu- 
mid Hong Kong summer night 
the crowd sang patriotic songs 
and roared slogans calling for 
the release of dissidents, free- 
dom, democracy and an end to 
one party dictatorship. They 
waved small candles in the an- 
as they stood in silent tribute to 
those who died in Tiananmen 
Square eight years ago. 

Some of those attending the 
rally said they would not dare 
to come again next year, but 
others were determined not to 
be cowed. Opinion polls show 
a remarkably high degree of 
support for the democracy 
movement and an equally large 
number of people who believe 
that their protest activities will 
be doomed under the new gov- 
ernment 

The sensitivity surrounding 
last night’s rally is reflected in 
the row over a statue called the 
“Pillar of Shame” by the Dan- 
ish sculptor Jens Galschiot. 
The statue was displayed at the 
rally but had to be taken down 
within an hour of its end. Ap- 
plications for its temporary 


Hong Kong's powerful Inde- 
pendent Commission Against 
Corruption (1CAC) yesterday 
launched, arr unprecedented 
crackdown on a newspaper 
company accused of faUfying 
Its drculatfen figures, writes 
-Stephan Vines. ■■ 

Six executives from the Eng- 

fah language Hong Kong Stan- 
dard newspapers were arrested 
and foe homes and offices of 
executives were raided by the 
ICAC* which has wide powers 
of search and arrest 
bri a statement, the ICAC 
accused the Hong Kong Stan- 
. da/tf and Sunday r Standard til 
■ “fraudulentty and systemati- 
cal tafladrigiirctrt^^ 
to deceive a UK bafced ckcu- 
lationamfit comp an y and local 
advertising diems". . 


display in a public place have 
been turned down by local 
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which undermine “national se- 
curity”. The precise nature of 
these activities has not been de- 
fined, aside from a statement by 
Mr Tiing’s office saying that the 
new government will ban. or- 
ganisations and activities which 
challenge “the safeguardingof 
the territorial integrity and the 
independence of the People's 
Republic of China". 

China insisted on introducing 
laws covering subversion and 
national security following the 
mass protests in Hong Kong 
after the 1989 massacre. The 
Chinese government felt chal- 
lenged when as many as a fifth 
of the population came out bn 
the streets to protest at this time. 

The passion and sadness of 
eight years ago has now faded, 
but memories of Tiananmen 
remain surprisingly vivid and 
fears of something similar hap- 
pening in Hong Kong are not 
entirely absent. 
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Hope flickers: a man lighting a candle in front of a portrait 
of the Goddess of Democracy photograph Roow 
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Only Apple brings you 
the fastest notebook in the world. 

Introducing the 240MHz Macintosh PowerBook 3400. 

The new Macintosh PowerBook™ 3400 is not only die latest mobile offering from Apple... it’s also frighteningly powerful. 
Thanks to its PowerPCprocessor, that runs at 240MHz, it’s as impressive when tasked with multimedia, as it is when 
handling sophisticated spreadsheets. But it isn’t just quick, it’s also got everything you could ever need built-in. Infrared 
networking technology saves you messing around with cables and attachments, when you need to be connected. It 
has an expansion bay into which you can place a floppy disk drive, a 12-speed CD-ROM drive (both delivered as 
standard) or a Zip™ drive. Add to that, four stereo speakers, a 3GB hard disk and memory that’s expandable up to 
144MB — and you have a machine that puts most desktop systems to shame. Whatever you’ve ever wanted to do, the 
Macintosh PowerBook 3400 lets you do it -wherever you are. To find out more, call the Apple a i 
Information Centre, free on: 0800 174374 or visit our Web site at http://www.euro.apple.com/uk Apple 
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left-wing rule 


Paris (Reuters) — Lionel 
Jospin, the new Socialist Prime 
Minister, formed France's new 
left-wing government yester- 
day comprising 14 full ministers, 
with the Socialist Marline 
Aubty. as his number two, hold- 
ing a supenninistry for em- 
ployment and social solidarity. 

President Jacques Chirac's 
office announced that Domin- 
ique Strauss-Kahn, author of the 
Socialist Party's economic plat- 
form in the parliamentary elec- 
tion which ended last Sunday, 
was appointed minister of eco- 
nomics, finance and industry. 

Hubert Vedrine, former 
chief-of-staff to the late presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand, was 
appointed foreign minister, and 
Alain Richard, a Socialist 
budget expert, will be defence 
minister. 

Socialist Elisabeth Guigou 
was appointed justice minister, 
and Mr Jospin's dose adviser 
Gaude Allegre, a university 
professor, minister of education, 
research and technology. The 
Prime Minister’s other dosesi 
political associate, Daniel \feil- 
lanL was named minister for re- 
lations with parliament. 

Jean- Pierre Cbevenement, 
leader of the anti-Maastricht 
Citizens' Movement, was 
named interior minister, and 
Communists Jean -Claude Gay- 
ssot and Marie-George Buffet 
were appointed, respectively, 
minister of infrastructure, trans- 
port and housing and minister 
of youth and sports. 

Catherine iraulmann, the 
mayor of Strasbourg, will be 
minis ter of culture and com- 
munications and government 
spokeswoman, and Louis Le 
Pensec takes charge of agricul- 
ture and fisheries. Both are 
Socialists. 


Martina Aubrey: Number two 
in new government 


Dominique Voynet, the 
Greens party leader, was given 
the environment and regional 
development ministry and for 
the centre-left Radical Social- 
ist Party, Emile Zuccarelli will 
be minis ter of the civil service, 
administrative reform and de- 
centralisation. 

Mr Strauss-Kahn, 45, a for- 
mer industry minister, made his 
name as a strong advocate of the 
French concept of a mixed 
economy coupling gradual free- 
market reform with the de- 
fence of a strong state role in 
industry. A dose confidant of 
Mr Jospin, he has championed 
the party line on Europe which 
favours closer integration and 
monetary union but demands 

further talks on the details of the 
planned euro currency in 1999. 

He was among the first to 
suggest criteria m the Maas- 
tricht treaty on monetary union 
be interpreted politically rather 
than in strict mathematical 
terms. He has also advocated a 
slightly “softer" euro, saying it 
should be used to boost job cre- 
ation and economic growth. 

Hubert Vedrine. the new for- 
eign minister, has long experi- 


ence of the delicate art of “co- 
habitation" - power-sharing 
between a president and gov- 
ernment of different parties. He 
is also a leading experts on strat- 
egy and international relations. 

Mr Vedrine, 49. who takes a 
portfolio that will involve trav- 
elling abroad with President 
Chirac, earned his spurs as diplo- 
matic adviser, strategic affaire 
adviser, spokesman and chief 
aide to Mr Mitterrand. “He 
knows the ministry inside out," 
a foreign ministry source said. 

He has criticised Mr Chirac’s 
moves to bring France back into 
Nato's US-led military wing, 
saying Paris should not make 
concessions without achieving a 
real shift of power to the Euro- 
peans within the alliance. 
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Bravo: A supporter at a rally In Avignon for Lionel Jospin who yesterday formed a government with 14 full ministers 


Photograph: Brian Harris 




Italy opts for new 
‘presidential’ system 


Italy made its first important step yesterday towards 
reforming its chaotic political system. 

By a slim majority, a special commission voted in favour 
of a “semi-presidential" model along Freacb lines, giving 
increased powers to a directly elected head of state and 
maintaining a relatively weak executive answerable to 
parliament. The decision was an embarrassment for the 
commissions president, Massimo D'Alema, of the left- 
wing PDS. who had pleaded for a British-style system with 
a strong prime minister. On the right, it was viewed as a 
half-satisfactory step towards full presidential rule along 
US lines. Andrew G umbel - Rome 




Pakistan eyes Indian missiles 


Pakistan's Army chief. General Jehangjr Karamat, warned 
yesterday that his countiy bad lo develop a means of 
deterring or defeating a missile attack from India. “In the 
absence of reassurances, we would have no option but to 
go ahead with the development of an indigenous 
capability." he said. This is taken to mean that Pakistan 
will also deploy ballistic missiles. There have been reports 
that Pakistan has obtained missiles from China, which 
Islamabad denies. The general was reacting to reports 
that India had moved Prithvi missiles to the border with 
Pakistan. Christopher Bellamy 


Cook praises British staff 


Robin Cook, the Foreign Secretary, paid tribute to the 
British High Commissioner in Sierra Leone, Peter 
Penfold, and his staff, who managed the evacuation of 
2.500 foreign nationals, sometimes under fire. They were 
finally airlifted from the former British colony by US 
Marines on Tuesday. “We are ven , very proud of the 
work that has bcen done by our siaff there," Mr Cook 
said. “I would pay tribute to Peter Penfold and all those 
who worked with him, and express also our personal relief 
that we have been able lo get them out of Sierra Leone. It 
is a tribute to their courage that they stayed to the very 
last minute and left only when further presence would 
play no useful parL" Christopher Bellamy 


Asylum seeker dies in fire 


One man died and 53 people, including nine children, 
were injured in a fire in an asylum seekers’ hostel in the 
southern German town of Fried richshafen. Police were 
noi sure what caused the blaze, but said that an arson 
attack could not be ruled oul Reuters - Friedrichshafen 


Iraq oil-for-food deal extended 


The UN Security Council agreed unanimously to extend 
an oil-for-food deal to Iraq "for another six months despite 
complaints from Washington and Baghdad about the 
programme. The 15-mcmber council refused Iraqi 
requests to increase the amount of oil ii can sell to buy 
food and medicine for its people suffering the effects of 
six years of sanctions. AP - New York 


MON 


Tapie gets six more months 

A French court sentenced jailed bankrupt tycoon Bernard 
Tapie to six more months in prison on tax evasion charges 
for passing off pleasure cruises on his luxury yacht as 
business expenses. The former cabinet minister is already 
servin'* an eight-month sentence for evading more than 
FF12m (£1.3m) in taxes. Reuters - Paris 


Double agents, double deal 


ad of Russian intelligence has made a public 
to Russians spying for foreign powers - cal! our 
and become double agenis. The deal from 
v*s chief spvcatcher is simple. Own up. and you can 
aking money from your foreign P^>™ cre J^P 
Sd£e will get you In the end...Reuters - Moscow 


205bhp 4 litre V6 petrol engine - Smooth 5-speed automatic transmission ■ Unique ‘Control -Trac’ intelligent 4x4 system 

on ttic r„d(l Drier 0n p anufaclurcr ., r „ 0HMnded etui} pr(M , y* T USX and =** 








5Mi?i ®S^i3L^myR S n A Y 


.5 JUNE 199 r , 


>T: 


ty> 



international 



Naked emperor 





German r£ visi ! l Comes ^en the 
’ vmes ,mre Karacs in Bonn 

long dreamed £ .The Gennan left naturally 

Tomorrow, the last of the cr>™ u ^ ,deoIo gical axe to grind, 
tWCTts Old Guard plays hnSTo r UI ** feeIin 8 ^ ** Kohl's 

L prime ™inSer un SP**®? V1S,on ■* a <*»■ 

jfcirdened by a visceral fear of realit Y breaches po- 

the first such^pSLn d,v,dK ' W* it not. aha 
to alight in Bonn duK , lhc reactionary Bundes- 
Chancellor's 15-yearS * J? nk allied with conservative 
Theirs will be a meetfoo to IK *5*i lhwarted the 8°U 
savour, even if the symbolic IS h ^_ o£ lhe 
Stall may not rub offSSS *J!? e m ^ ]ud S ed attempt to 
Lhe way he had hoped off the Bundesbank's 

Ibny Blair sweptto^cm^fi! g °‘ d fo L r the *** of “onetarv 
month, the Chancellor^? ijojon has tom Mr Kohl's cretf- 
ceived a defeat for EuroJSw tt L- hn 2 s ’ not just among 

ucism and, by tiSSSS^, 


e *tension7a 
trrumph of his own creed 
But his ever more strident do- 
jS? S ? C #f?£ POSltioT1 is decipher- 

“ 8 ,| a 4fc ren , t *r itin | ™ hie 

yraU. In England and France 
the poUcy you have been pur- 
S J“PS years has failed,*’ 
chimed Oskar Lafontaine, the 
^ipcial Democrat leader, ai ves- 
terday s stormy session of the 
, Bundestag. 


-to -Miwmilj, Win, aw 

among ordinary Germans. The 
self-crowncd emperor of Eu- 
rope was caught with no clothes 
on, and however he dresses up 
now, he will henceforth always 
seem naked. 

Jn yesterdays parliamentary 
debate, provoked by an oppo- 
sition motion of no confide nee 
in the Finance Minister, Theo 
Waigel. the Chancellor tried 
without conviction to rekindle 



Going for gold; Helmut Kohl declared in yesterday’s debate he would do everything to keep the single currency on course Photograph: Fritz Reiss/AP 

the old flame: “We need die sin- The federal government, my ing the books, Iiaiian-style, the but they have yet to demon- unite behind an alternative 

gle European currency,” Mr coalition, and above all myself, cynics muttered. strate that they can agree on source of revenue. 

Kohl declared. “It is the basic will do everything - everything The massed ranks of gov- anything else. The budget for In the resulting deadlock, 

precondition for peace and - to ensure that die time-table eminent MPs- united for the this year and next has a huge which could still bring Mr Kohl 

freedom and for building the and the criteria are adhered to." day - managed to see off the hole because the squabbling down 15 months before the 

common European bouse ... Everything, including cook- mot ion with 17 votes ro spare, coalition parties are unable to scheduled elections, Germanv^s 


The federal government, my 
coalition, and above all myself, 
will do everything - everything 
- to ensure that the time-table 
and the criteria are adhered to." 

Everything, including cook- 


but they have yet to demon- 
strate that they can agree on 
anything else. The budget for 
this year and next has a huge 
hole because the squabbling 
coalition parties are unable to 
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In the resulting deadlock, 
which could still bring Mr Kohl 
down 15 months before the 
scheduled elections, Germany's 
effort to meet the Maastricht 
criteria goes begging. “Three 


tiwt may no longer plav ball. He 
med to make light of it yester- 
day, declaring ihat “we should 
not concern ourselves so much 
with what other member states 
are doing to qualify for the 
[Maastricht] criteria”: “Political 

developments in the neigh- 
bourhood should not give rise 
to speculation whether ihev 
are still on course for EMU,” 
he added. 

But the awkward "neigh- 
bourhood” will limit Germany’s 
room for manoeuvre and. con- 
versely. create opportunities for 
the new British government. 
Tomorrow’s first official meet- 
ing between the widen regime 
and New Labour, in conjunction 
with the fresh winds blowing 
from Paris, is seen in Germany 
as a turning point in the conti- 
nental power game. 

Mr Blair comes lo Bonn 
slaking a claim fora place in the 
top rung of European politics; 
a niche in the triangle ihat 
London hopes will replace the 
Fran co-German axis. Despite 
the lukewarm noises emanating 
from Bonn, the German gov- 
ernment has been impressed 
with the Blair team's straight 
batting in Europe, and appears 
to relish the chance of working 

xxril Vi Ar nnn.nAi l<f- DU .1 
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point nought is three point with or against Mr Blair, rather 
nought,” chants the Finance than his "unfathomable prede- 
Minister, but three point five it cessor. 


is going to be, according to ail 
the experts. 

That would not be such a big 
problem, had Mr Kohl not 
locked the rest of Europe into 
tile 3 per cent cage. The Gennan 
government's posturing now 
smacks, according to Mr La- 
fontaine, of “cynicism towards 
the other EU member states". 

Basking in the undying hatred 
of Italy and the other countries 
of the “Club Med” for opposing 
their applications, Mr Kohl has 
now been confronted unexpect- 
edly with a French government 


cessor. 

For the moment, Anglo-Ger- 
man acrimony will lie" buried. 
The British government has al- 
ready stated that it will not ob- 
struct the conclusion of the 
Inter-governmental Conference, 
and bas laid all its cards on the 
table. Nevertheless, the differ- 
ences will be plain to see. Mr 
Kohl will not enjoy being seen 
with an equal a generation his 
junior. The impression that a 
patriarch well past the age of 
natural retirement will be meet- 
ing the young pretender will be 
hard to avoid. 
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Cuba punishes 
journalists for 
daring to differ 


PM Davison 

Latin America Correspondent 

It does not pay to be an “inde- 
pendent journalist" in Cuba. It’s 
not only the tapped phones, (he 
cut-offlines, the threats to your 
relatives or the jail spells. It's not 
even the kind of beating hand- 
ed out to dissident journalist 
Joaquin Torres last week by four 
thugs, presumably from the 
State Security bureau. 

It's just that there is no news 
outlet that will print or broad- 
cast your material. The 100 or 
so self-styled “independent 
journalists” who have emerged 
over the last few years to chal- 
lenge Fidel Castro’s one-paity 
Communist rule send their sto- 
ries or radio reports to Cuban- 
American media outlets in the 
United States, usually via tele- 
phone calls to sympathisers in 
third countries and almost al- 
ways without payment 

Tliey survive, in spite of of- 
ficial harassment, on cash sent 
to them by such groups as the 
French-based Reporters Sans 
Fronti&res (Reporters Without 
Frontiers). But even that buys 
little more than pens, pencils 
and paper - all hard to come by 
in Havana. 

Their mam radio outlet is Ra- 
dio Marti, a US-based station 
run by Cuban exiles, adminis- 
tered by the \foice of America 
and widely heard on the 
Caribbean island. Printed 


stories get used by such Span- 
ish -language publications as 
Diorio de ios .Americas and El 
Nuevo Herald, sister publication 
of the Miami Hernia. 

Most of the “independent 
journalists:” broke away from 
Cuba's official publications and 
state broadcasting media, dis- 
illusioned with daily repetitions 
of the success of the latest five- 
year economic plan or other 
government propaganda. They 
set up the first independent 
agencies in 1995. 

Although these agencies are 
illegal, the authorities largely 
turn a blind eye. Their “bu- 
reaux" are their bedrooms, 
their transport is bicycles and 
their equipment usually bat- 
tered typewriters or just pencils 
and scraps of paper. 

A government raid a year ago 
on one of the independent 
agencies, m which every pen and 
pencil was taken away, was a 
major setback in a country 
where schools are desperately 
short of such basic equipment 

One founder of the inde- 
pendent journalists' movement 
Rafael Solano, opted for exile 
in Spain last year after being 
jailed for six weeks and charged 
with “c rimin al association,” 
which could have put him in 
prison for three years. 

“They said I couldn’t come 
back and that they would even- 
tually crush independent jour- 
nalism," said Mr Solano, 45. 
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James Thin 


University cities are enhanced 
by famous and distinguished 
specialist bookshops. Oxford 
has Blackwell's. Cambridge has 
Heffers and Edinburgh has 
Thin’s. .Across the street from 
the Old Quadrangle of Edin- 
burgh University in South 
Bridge is the sprawling, sham- 
bling premises of James Thin, 
a haunt of many scholars and 
antiquaries, with a world-wide 
reputation. 

At the centre of its business 
over four decades, from 1949 to 
1990, was the bustling, athletic 
figure of James (“Jimmy 7 ’) Thin, 
great-grandson of that James 
Thin who founded the firm in 
1848, man of letters, moun- 
taineer, and descendant of the 
Edinburgh Enlightenment. Sir 
Edward Appleton, Nobel 
prizewinning physicist and vice- 
chancellor. opined to my par- 
ents that Thin’s had become a 
department of the university; 
and de facto it was just that. In- 
deed, for most of the last cen- 
tury, James Thin was the official 
publisher of the university in an 
age when Edinburgh was the 
printing centre of the world. 
Generations of undergradu- 
ates and postgraduates have 
browsed and often bought 
(though not always were pur- 
chases made) in its tolerant 
atmosphere. 

After the Second World War 
Jimmy Thin seL the tone. 
Ainslic Thin, one of the lead- 
ing spirits of the current Unit- 
ed Kingdom book trade and 
now the company’s chairman, 
was joint managing director 
with his cousin and enjoyed an 
excellent relationship with Him. 
He says: “In the business, Jim- 
my was always happier to be a 
real bookseller than an admin- 
istrator. He veiy much enjoyed, 
and appreciated the impor- 



Ttiin: champion of wilderness 


lance of, talking to his cus- 
tomers and indeed writing to the 
thousands of his customers, 
many of them overseas, who 
wrote in to enquire about books 
- many of these customers 
became his friends.” 

I come into the category of 
customer who became friend. 
The trouble to which he would 
go was infinite. In 1955, for my 
Christmas vacation reading, my 
university supervisor, the econ- 
omist Harry Johnson, had told 
me to study Professor Johnny 
Von Neumann's Theory of 
Games and had lent me his own 
personal copy. Honor of 
horrors, my suitcase in which I 
had the volume was pinched. 
Distraught, I went to Jimmy 
Thin. 

Sympathetic to my plight, 
he went to. the trouble of bor- 
rowing a copy of this then ob- 
scure work from a friend of his 
in the university, to let me get 
on with my studying - and 10 
days later somehow got a re- 
placement volume from Lon- 
don. He insisted that he would 
take cost price! One does not 
forget these things. 1 joined 
the ranks of Thin's lifelong 
customers. 

Jimmy Thin left Loretto in 
1942 and joined the Army at the 
first possible opportunity. It 
was characteristic that he 
should opt to go out to the 
Gurkhas in India and used his 
off-duty time to climb moun- 
tains and to learn to speak flu- 
ent Urdu. He never pretended 
that he had been in the thick of 
the fighting in Burma and was 
modest about his war service, 
which I am told by others was 
enormously to his credit. He re- 
turned to take a degree in 
languages and literature at Ed- 
inburgh University and was in- 
spired by the Professor of 
German, Walter Horace 
Bruford. 

The family wisely determined 
that he should not go straight 
in to the family firm but. like a 
scion of a noble bouse in the 
Middle Ages, should be ap- 
prenticed to another baron's 
court Therefore he was de- 
pa tched to Cambridge for six 
months, to Bowes and Bowes, 
and for another six months to 
a bookshop in Zurich, before he 
returned to the family business. 
Even then he was told to be a 
part-time publisher with Oliv- 
er & Boyd in Edinburgh, spe- 
cialising in publishing scholarly 
and theological books. 


Thin himself made three 
English translations of Ger- 
man fairy stories into English, 
R. Bamberger’s My Firs Big Sto- 
ry Book (1965), My Second Big 
SfotyBocw (1966) and Afy Third 
Big Story Book (1967), all of 
which were later reissued by 
Penguin. 

In his business Jimmy Thin is 
remembered by his colleagues 
for his prodigious energy. He 
didn't amply tackle problems, 
he attacked problems. Above 
all he loved books, he read 
books and he respected books. 
Many hundreds of his cus- 
tomers sought his advice when 
they were about to travel, or 
about to study a subject, as to 
whaL they should read. He was 
discerning, impatient of badly 
written books, keenly interest- 
ed in good authors and had 
not the slightest hesitation in 
telling customers not to waste 
their time, even if it meant that 
his shop was deprived of a sale. 

Even in a city where a large 
number of the citizens have an 
extensive knowledge of anti- 
quarian books he was highly re- 
garded and frequently to be 
seen enjoying himself at auction. 
He said computers gave him no 
pleasure, but he learnt to use 
them. His business became big- 
ger and thrived, although one 
sometimes felt that he himself 
regretted this. 

Outside business. Thin had 
many interests. He was a mem- 
ber of tbe “Monks of St Giles’ 
- an Edinburgh literary soci- 
ety which indulges in literary 
conversation and the reading 
of poeuy, some of it very 
amusing, written by the mem- 
bers of the coterie'. He was a 
mountaineer and walked on 
tbe hills with Maijorie, his 
wife of 40 years. They spent a 
lot of time on the magic island 
of Barra, where he had a small 
cottage, and where he could 
gel away from crowds. He was 
a champion of wilderness. 

Thin had bagged every 
Munro - that is, climbed every 
mountain above 3,000ft in Scot- 
land - apart from one rather 
simple slope. He was saving this 
for his 80th birthday. 

Tam Dalyell 

James Thin, bookseller: bom 
Edinburgh 26 November 1923; 
partner, James Thin 1949-73, 
joint managing director, James 
Thai Ltd 1973-90; married 1956 
Marjorie Polliu (four sons); died 
Edinburgh 1 June 1997. 



Jacobs Playing Kay Stammers in the WUMman Cup at Wimbledon, June 1936 
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Helen Jacobs 


Helen Jacobs, the great Amer- 
ican tennis player, was always 
known as “Helen II”. She was 
overshadowed by an even 
greater Californian, Helen Wills 
Moody. They were the great ri- 
vals ofthe 1930s, competition be- 
tween them dubbed “The Battle 
of the Helens" by the US press. 

Jacobs - three years the junior 
- was forced to play second fid- 
dle to Moody, who beat her in 
four Wimbledon finals between 
1929 and 1938. However Jacobs 
did claim the Wimbledon crown 
in 1936 when she defeated Hflde 
Sperling, of Denmark, 6-2, 6-4. 
7-5. Jacobs was also runner-up 
to Dorothy Round in 1934. 

Jacobs won only one of her 
11 head-to-head meetings with 
Moody and that was in the US 
national final at Forest Hills 
Tennis Stadium in 1933. It was 
tainted by controversy when 
Moody retired with a back in- 


jury when trailing 8-6, 3-6, 3-0. 
It was her first defeat since 1926. 

Jacobs went on to win four 
successive US titles, from 1932 
to 1935, and in 1936 was ranked 
No 1 in the world. She should 
have beaten Moody in the 1935 
Wimbledon final where she held 
a match point in the deciding set 

but everything went against her. 
She lost the point and the next 
three games for the match. 

Stockily built, Jacobs was a 
great fighter. She had a pow- 
erful service and smash and a 
sound backhand, but sbe nev- 
er learned to hit a flat hand dri- 
ve, despite her friendship, and 
some coaching, from the great 
tennis player Bill Tilden. 

Jacobs played a big part in the 
US run or successes over Great 
Britain in the now-defunct 
Wightman Cup from 1927 to 
1939. Suqh was her popularity 
at home that she was named 


America's best sportswoman in 
1943. She was a pioneer of fe-. 
male players wearing shorts; 
having been refused permis- 
sion to wear them at the Wight- 
man Cup in 1933, she appeared 
in shorts later that year at the 
US championships. 

During the Second World 
W&r, Jacobs joined the US navy 
intelligence service and reached 
the rank of commander, one of 
only five women to do so. In 
1947 she became a profession- 
al player. She also became a 
prolific writer of tennis books 
and schoolgirl stories, a fanner 
and a sportswear designer. She 
was elected to the Internation- 
al Tennis Hall of Rune in 1962. 

Bill Edwards 

Helen Hull Jacobs, tennis play- 
er bom Globe, Arizona 6. August 
1908; died Easthampton, New 
York 2 June 1997. 


Tony Kirkhope 


For three decades Tony Kirk- 
hope rode the tiger of inde- 
pendent film distribution, 
bringing films from all over the 
world to Britain and finding 
audiences for them. 

He combined an intense 
commitment io cinema as a 
medium of ideas and a force for 
social change, with the entre- 
preneurial skills and instincts of 
a. studio boss manque. But per- 
haps his greatest gift was for the 
business of living. There was no 
situation so grim, no cash-flow 
crisis so acute that it was not the 
material for a rolling sequence 
of jokes as Kirkhope reviewed 
the situation in relation to the 
current global balance of forces 
between left and right, the aes- 
thetics of cinema and the sex- 
ual peccadilloes of his current 
creditor. 

He was bom in 1 949 After 
a childhood in South Wales 
which left him a socialist of a 
kind in which in these Blairitc 
days should probably be de- 
scribed as Neanderthal. Kirk- 


hope took a degree in engi- 
neering at Nottingham Uni- 
versity in the late Sixties before 
working in industry around 
Cardiff in a variety of junior 
managerial jobs. He also man- 
aged an unlikely spell as a 
physics teacher in a Dagenham 
school before the man and 
the hour were brought togeth- 
er when he joined the Other 
Cinema, as a part-time 
bookkeeper, in 1972. 

The Other Cinema had been 
founded in an attempt to pro- 
vide both exhibition and distri- 
bution for the global wave of 
alternative films produced in the 
aftermath of "68. With his typ- 
ical financial acumen, Kirk- 
hope set about splitting the 
distribution business from the 
cinema so that, when the cine- 
ma bit the dust, the distribution 
library from a new base in Lit- 
tle Newport Street continued to 
bring the work of film-makers 
tike Jean-Luc Godard and 
Chantal Ackerman, Joris Ivens 
and Ousmane Semhene to the 


campuses and art cinemas of 
Britain. The Other Cinema 
quickly became what it was to 
remain: the main source of rad- 
ical films in Britain. The daily 
bread of agitprop and avant- 
garde was occasionally supple- 
mented with the cake of a nit as 
Themroc or liedzum Clo found 
surprisingly large audiences. 

The Other Cinema was a 
genuine collective, but from 
early on Kirkhope was primus 
inter pares and this was con- 
firmed when at the end ofthe 
Seventies he moved die cinema 
to the floors above an Ann Sum- 
mers shop in TOudour Street 
Here he was soon joined by Ben 
Gibson, a film graduate 10 
years his junior, and together 
they set about persuading Ken 
Livingstone’s GLC to subsidise 
a new cinema venture. 

When the Metro opened in 
1985, in Rupert Street, Soho, its 
first two features were Stephen 
Frears's My Beautifirf Laun- 
drettc and Jean-Luc Godard's 
Hail Mart , and ever since then 


the Metro has been one of the 
crucial screens in London for 
anyone interested in the variety 
of British and world cinema. 
One of the most important of 
the many cultural projects that 
Kirkhope took on in the Eight- 
ies was the Latin American 
Film Festival, which he found- 
ed in 1989 with Eva Tarr, to 
whom be was married in 1994. 

The offices in Wirdour Street 
were, however, much more 
than a distribution company or 
a cinema. Kirkhope leased out 
tiny offices to a transient pop- 
ulation of aspiring film pro- 
ducers or cultural organisations. 
From Derek Jarman and Isaac 
Julien to the Independent Film- 
Makers Association and the 
Miners’ Video Project. Kirk- 
hope played generous host to all 
those elements of the counter- 
culture which were one of the 
legacies of the Sixties. 

In 1991, in the wake of Gib- 
son’s departure to BFI pro- 
duction, Kirkhope formed a 
partnership with Hamish 


McAlpine and the resultant 
Metro Tartan label bought the 
best of contemporaiy cinema 
and many classic titles into 
Britain's video shops. The part- 
nership with McAlpine, a scion 
of a family whose name is more 
readily associated with building 
and the Conservative Party than 
the cultural industries was an 
unlikely one. However, they 
made a formidable team ana 
as Metro Cinemas expanded, 
with a cinema at Henley the 
first of several planned, there 
were ambitious plans for moves 
into production and more 
mainstream distribution. 

It can only be idle surmise 
as to how this unrepentant 
sobcante-huitard would have car- 
ried his vision of a cinema of 
ideas and different into the 
next millennium. Kirkhope 's 
ability to combine the hardest- 
nosed of business approaches 
with a genuine cultural and 
political commitment is a rare 
talent and it is difficult to see 
anybody picking up the torch 



KirKtiope: spirit of ’68 

which he has been forced to 
drop. British cinemagoers of the 
last quarter of a century owe 
much to a man determined to 
widen the range of images avail- 
able to British audiences. The 
British film industry has lost one 
of its most important players. 

Colin MacCabe 

Anthony James Henry Kirkhope; 
film disiribiaor: bom Dumbar- 
ton 10 October 1949; married 
1994 Eva Tarr; died London 29 
Mav 1997. 


Alexander Kazhdan 


Alexander Kazhdan was a giant 
among Byzantinists in a subject 
which tends to giants - and gi- 
pantomaefav. The towering au- 
thority of his 50 years of 
publication stands upon an 
undeviating intellectual career 

... t «■ «ka 


Si^& V sSin’sMo«»wor 
Clintons Washington. 

Kazhdan was born in 
Moscow in 1922. In 1944 he 
married Musya Ivanskaya, who 
did feel the cold but became the 
model of a dissident's wife. 
The poor eyesight which saved 
Alexander Kazhdan from call- 
up to the Great Fatherland 
War was later to threaten 
drivers on the Washington Belt- 
way. Instead he enrolled with 
E.A - Kosminsky, the historian 
of medieval England, who 
drafted RariiHan into Byzantine 
Studies, then being revived 
as an oblique part of tbe na- 
tional search for the Russian 
Fatherland. 

But from 1946 until well af- 
ter Stalin's death in 1953 the 
highway to academic prefer- 
ment was blocked. The families 
of Alexander and Musya Kazh- 
dan were tainLed: not just as 
bourgeois, but Jewish - by race 
rather than religion: among 
Kazhdan’s earliest publications 
are texts on atheism, which 
perhaps aroused his awareness 
of Byzantium as a politically 
Orthodox state. In Stalinist ter- 
minology the Kazhdans were 
“rootless cosmopolitans". Root- 
less they were not, but Alexan- 
der Kazhdan made the 
accusation of “cosmopolitan" a 
virtue. From his academic exile 
in teachers' training colleges in 
Tula or Vetikye Luki, scholars 
in the West incautious enough 
to write on Byzantium began to 
receive crabby letters, to which 
Kazhdan expected a reply. 

From 1956 he was back in 
Moscow. The Kazhdans* tiny 
apartment shrank his files to 
scale: their format was the size 
of a large postage stamp, which 
he could pocket to take to the 
libraries: necessity imposed a 



By 1979 Kazhdan bad be- 
come an unperson. Soviet 
scholars found ingenious ways 
to refer to his boob, which they 
could no longer find in libraries. 

For Kazhdan, outspoken in 
favour of pubEcd&cussioa, this 
was the last straw. Somehow his 
precious files turned- up in 
diplomatic shoeboxes in Vien- 
na and there was relief in 
Moscow when Musya and 
Alexander arrived - without 

passports in Paris. - , 4 .. 

Still without identity, they# c . 

were allowed passage to the ” 

Centre for Byzantine Studies in 
Birmingham University. There 
he lectured like Gladstone: full 
measure. Tb us it was no shock. 

In Russia he had been a window 
on the West, an interpreter of 
the French Annales School 
then already running its course. 

Was be now going to be a win- 
dow on the East? But what most 
shocked Kazhdan, in February 
1979, was that we did not knew 
how to deal with snow in Birm- 
ingham. Scornful, he climbed 
straight up on to the roof of my 
house to send it down. 

Kazhdan spent the remainder 
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sion for order and categorisa- 
tion which brought him dose to 
Byzantines such as the 12th- 
century historian Niketas Cbo- 
rn’ates, noting how he used 
every word. These cards, at 
which Kazhdan squinted on 
the Moscow Metro, were clas- 
sified not just by their subjects' 
thought, word and deed, but by 
heads, bodies and legs. The 
intellectual scale was cosmic, 
adding up to a “ homo Byzan - 
tinus”. Like Kosminsky, Kazh- 
dan began with the peasant, 
moving on to works on culture 
(in 1968) and the ruling class 


:s >;d- 
-j-z 'I 

sift I- 


(1974). 

Byl! 


By 1976 the climate had stQl 
not thawed. The emigration of 
the Kazhdans' son David to the 
United States did not help and 
in Moscow the Khiushdievite 
young guard just became old un- 
der Brezhnev. Zaina Udaltso- 
va, Kazhdan's departmental 
head at the Historical Institute 
of the Soviet Academy, is now 
perhaps best remembered for 
her attempts to pin the awkward 
giant down. There were pin- 
pricks. In 1976 I arranged to 
meet Kazhdan at last in 
Moscow to collaborate on a ses- 
sion of the International Byzan- 
tine Congress. The usual 
channels produced Lhe wrong 
Kazhdan (a psychiatrist), so we 
wolfed the caviare which In- 
tourist offered in silence. The 
real Kazhdan did not show up 
for the congress in Athens ei- 
ther: Udallsova said he was HI. 


CORRECTION: The photo- 
graph illustrating yesterday’s 
obituary of Nikolai Tikhonov 


of his life at Dumbarton Oaks, m_ 1 
Harvard University's Byzan-# - 
tine research outstation in 
Washington, which is a bosky 
swimming pool attached to an 
incomparable library in a house 
with echoes of Stravinsky 
where, if he had wished, Kazh- 
dan could have ordered filing 
cards the size of bedsheels. He 
did not. His own cards held the 
matter of three great books: 

People and Power, with Giles 
Constable (1982); Literature, 
with Simon Franklin (1984 ); and 
Change, with Ann Epstein 
(1990); and finally his edition of fj 
The Oxford Dictionary of Byzan- 
tium (1991). a massive under- 
taking which he had first 
mooted in the 1940s. 

Dumbarton Oaks had per- 
haps expected to exhibit a giant 
from the East, but some wert^jL, 
unnerved by Kazhdan’s candour^ 
which was as absolute as his own 
self-confidence. To younger 
scholars, especially, this com- 
bination was irresistible. In 
turn, Kazhdan was perhaps 
most disconcerted by the way in- 
dividuals chopped up his sub- 
ject in the West; he goaded 
younger ones to collaborate on 
his grand projects. Perhaps 
Dumbarton Oaks was too soft 
a bed. Kazhdan offered acade- 
mic beds which became harder 
the closer one got to him. 

Musya bottled berries for the 
bruised. 

Kazhdan was not a great fre- 
inter of the Cosmopolitan 
lub in Washington. He pre- 
ferred breakneck rambles to tbe 
Potomac Falls. Could the new >- 
generation of students keep up 9 
with him? Certainly they hung 
on to his wry wit as much as 
those he had taken mush- 
rooming in the Moscow 
woods, where his roots ran 
deepest. 

Gladstone, another candidly 
confident giant, wished to die in 
church, somehow without dis- 
turbing others. Kazhdan died by 
the swimming pool at Dumb- 
arton Oaks. He might have 
chosen the place, and his wish 
to disturb Byzantinists still abed 
will be seen to by his students. 

Anthony Bryar 

Alexander Petrovich Kazhdan, 

Byzantine historian; bom 
Moscow 3 September 1923; mar- 
ried 1944 Rimma (Musya) 

Ivanskaya (one son); died Dum- 
barton Oaks, Washington DC 29 
Mav 1997. 
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was not of the politician but of 
his namesake the Russian writer 
(1896-1979). 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

HOWE: Dr Stephen Henry, on 30 
Mav. died suddenly find unexpectedly 
in t jmhndge. Dr Howe, aged 63, & 
survived by h* wile. Maxine Howe, 
and beloved daughter Robin, and his 
lonu-ume partner Linda. Funeral 
*er\iee »iU be held at Fulhourn 
Cemetery. Cambridgeshire, at 
11. 30am. on Friday u June 1W7. 
Contact Mr Brian VVjmer. Funeral 
Director, at 01223 240256. 

Announcement* for Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRLVGES & DEATHS (Births. 
Adoptions. Marriages. Deaths. Memo- 
rial services. Wedding anniversaries. In 
Mcmoriamj should be sent in writing 
to the Gazette Edi ton The Independent, 
1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf. Lon- 
don E14 SDL. telephoned to 0171-293 
20 LI (24-hoor answering machine 
0171-293 20121 or fried to 0171-293 
2010. and are chained at £630 a line 
iVAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
nouncements i notices. hmctfcaLs. Forth- 
coming ota maps. Marriages! must be 
submined in writing (or tared.) and are 
rfuiy cd at £10 a line. VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied hj a daytime 
telephone nnmboe, 

The Independent's main stritchboanl 
number is 0171-293 2000. 


Birthdays 

Mis> Mivira Anderson, singer, 57; 
Professor Robert Buchanan, 
founder. Centre for the History of 
Technology. Bath. 67; Mr A.R. Daw- 
son, rugby player, 65; Miss Beatrice 
de Cardi, archaeologist. S3; Sir John 
Del low, former Deputy Commis- 
sioner. Metropolitan Police. 66; Miss 
Margaret Drabble, novelist, 58; Pro- 
fessor Charles Fleicher. former chair- 
man of Ash. 86: The Very Rev Kerry 
Goulsionc. Dean of St Asaph Cathe- 
dral. 6 1 : Mr David Hare, playwright. 
50; Miss Rose Hill, actress and 
singer. S3; Sir Jack Jacob QC, former 
Senior Master of the Supreme Coon, 
89; Mi vs Julie Kirkbride MP, 37; Sir 
Andrew- Kirkwood. High Court 
judge, 53; Mr Phil Neale, cricketer, 
43: Mr Nigel Rees, author. 53; Mr Jef- 
frey Rookcr MP. Minister of State. 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, 56; 
Mrs Elizabeth Shaw, executive di- 
rector and secretary. Charity Com- 
mission. 51; Mr Richard' Stone, 
portrait painter, 46; Sir Arthur Vick, 
former Vice-Chancullor, Queen's 
University ol Belfast. S6; Vice- 
Admiral Sir Bany Wilson. former 
deputy chief of Defence Staff, 61. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Adam Smith, political econ- 
omist, 1723; Victor Francis Dwi- 
pies, conductor and composer, 1805; 
John Couch Adams, astronomer. 
1819; Ivor Hails from, pianist and 
composer, 1826; Francisco Fancfao 


Villa, Mexican revolutionary leader. 
187S; Igor Fedorovich Stravinsky, 
composer. 1882: John Maynard 
Keynes, first Baron Keynes, econo- 
mist, 1883; Dame Ivy Compton- 
Bumett, novelist. 1884; Federico 
Garcia Lorca, poel and playwright, 
1898; Barbara Gooldcn, novelist, 
1900; Gilbert Charles Handing, tele- 
vision personality, 1907. Deaths: St 
Boniface, apostle of Germany, mur- 
dered 755; Louis X, King of France, 
1316; Orlando Gibbons, composer 
and organist, 1625; Carl Maria 
Friedrich Ernst Weber, Baron von 
Weber, composer, 1S26; Henri 
Gaudier-Brzeska, sculptor, 1915; 
Horatio Herbert, fbst Emi Kitchener 
of Khartoum, field marshal lost at 
sea 1916; Georges- Leon J tries- Marie 
Feydeau, playwright, 1921; Elijah 
Bcardsworth. world quick-shaving 
champion, 1939. On tins day: the hot- 
air balloon was Gist demonstrated by 
the Montgolfier brothers, 1783; a re- 
publican insurrection took place in 
Paris, 1832; the Ambassadors 
Theatre. London, opened. J913: 
Ramsay MacDonald formed a mi- 
nority Labour government m Britain, 
1929; George Catlett Marshall US 
Secretary of State, outlined bis "Mar- 
shall Plan" to assist Europe, 1947; the 
Six Day Xfoi between the Arab stales 
and Israel broke out. 1967; Robert 
Francis Kennedy. US senator, was 
shot by an assassin, dying 25 hours 
later, 1968: after being dosed from 
the time of the 1967 Ari> Israeli War, 
the Suez Canal was opened to all but 


Israeli shipping, 1975: Britain's first 
referendum was held - it resulted in 
a two-lo-one majority in favour of 
staving in the Common Market, 
1975; in the United States, the Teton 
Dam collapsed, flooding a wide area, 
and killing over a 100 people, 1976: 
Mikhail Gorbachev received the 
1990 Nobel Peace Prize, 1991. Today 
is the Feast Day of St Boniface of 
Mainz or Crediton, Si Doroiheus of 
Tyre, St Sanctius or Sane bo and St 
Tudno. 

Lectures 

Notional Gallery: Colin Wiggins. 
“Baptists (iy. paintings by Michelan- 
gelo and Andrea del Sarto". 1pm. 
Victoria and Albert Masenm: 
Catherine Wilson. "Majolica". 
230pm. 

Thte Gallery: Jonathan Blackwood, 
“Developments in European Sculp- 
ture 1880-1935", 1pm. 

British Museum: Valerie Holman. 
“Parisian Printmalring in the Age of 
Cubism", 1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Care 
Gitlings. “The Pursuit of Beauty", 
1.10pm. 

London School of Economies. Lon- 
don WC2; Professor Stephen A 
Ross. “Behavioural Finance - a scep- 
tical view", 5.3flpm. 

Royal Society. London SW1 (Clifford 
Paterson Lecture): Professor Gareth 
“From Electrons and Photons 
to Optoelectronics and Photonics", 
530pm. 
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Safeway could not be compelled to trade 


Co-operative Insurance Society 
Ltd v Argyll Stares (Holdings! 
Ltd; House of Lords (Lord 
Browne- WD Id n son. Lord Slynn or 
Hadley, Lord Hoffman, Lord 
Hope of Craighead and Lord 
Clyde) 21 May 1997 

An order for specific perfor- 
mance of a covenant in a lease, 
which effectively obliged the 
tenant to carry on bis business, 
should not have been made. 

The House of Lords re- 
versed the decision of the 
Court of Appeal ordering spe- 
cific performance by Argyll 
(Holdings) Ltd of a covenant 
in a lease of supermarket 
premises in the Hillsborough 
Shopping Centre in Sheffield. 

AjjyD bad decided in August 
1995 to close their Safeway 
supermarket in the shopping 
centre because it was losing 
money. That was a breach of a 
covenant in the lease, which 
positively obliged them to keep 
the premises open for retail 
trade during the usual hours of 
business. 

Argyll admitted the breach 
and in an action by the land- 
lord. the Cti-operative Insur- 
ance Society Ltd, consented to 
on order for damages to be as- 
sessed. The Court of Appeal, 
reversing the trial judge, or- 
dered that the covenant be 
specifically performed. 
J,aiart/un Chnmt QC nn.i Martin 


LAW REPORT 

* 


5 June 1997 


Seumurd (TmntsSai»crDt'ckert){cr 
.Argyll: Peter W. Smith QC and find- 
Oudstr (BILL Lewis. Manchester) Jar 
CIS. 

Lord Hoffman said that the tri- 
al judge had refused to order 
specific performance. He had 
said that there was, on the au- 
thorities, a settled practice that 
orders which would require a 
defendant tu run a business 
would not be made. 

There was no dispute about 
the existence of the practice to 
which the judge had referred: 
sec Br addon Towers Ltd v 
International States Ltd [1987] 

I EGLR 209. The most fre- 
quent reason given for declin- 
ing to make such an order was 
that it would require constant 
supervision by the court. 

There* had been some mis- 
understanding about what that 
meanL Supervision would, in 
practice, take the form of rul- 
ings by the court as to whether 
there had been a breach of the 
order. It was the possibility of 
the court having to give an in- 
definite scries of such rulings 
in order to ensure the execu- 
tion of the order which had 
been regarded as undesirable. 

The only means available in 
the court io enforce its order 


was the quasi-criminal proce- 
dure of punishment for con- 
tempt. The prospect of 
committal or even a fine, with 
the damage to commercial rep- 
utation which would be caused 
by a Gnding of contempt was 
likely to have undesirable 

consequences. 

The Court of Appeal had re- 
garded the practice followed by 
the judge as outmoded, and had 
treated Lord Wlherforce's re- 
marks about relief against for- 
citure in Shiloh Spinners Ltd v 
Harding { 1973 J AC 691 . at 724, 
as justifying a rejection of the 
arguments based on the need 
for constant supervision. How- 
ever. Lord Wilhcrforcc-s re _ 
marks did not support that 
proposition in relation to spe- 
cific performance of an oblig- 
ation to curry on an activity, and 
the arguments based on diffi- 
culty of supervision remained 
powerful. 

The Court of Appeal had 
said lhat it was enough if the 
contract defined the tenant’s 
obligation with sufficient pre- 
cision to enable him to know 
what was necessary to comply 

vj7 h the order Even assuming 

? ,^ n , sh L' hlsLordshi P 
did not think that the .ihJi« a - 

(|,,n m the present cave could 


possibly be regarded as suffi- 
ciently precise to be capable of 
specific performance. 

The Court of Appeal had 
also thought that, once Argyll 
had been ordered to comply 
with the covenant, it was “in- 
conceivable that they would not 
operate the business efficient- 
ly", but h was wrong for the 
courts to speculate about 
whether Argyll might volun- 
tarily cany on business in a way 
which would relieve the court 
form having to construe its or- 
der. The question of certainty 
must be derided on the as- 
sumption that the court mi g ht 
have to enforce the order ac- 
cording to its terms. 

All three judges in the Court 
of Appeal had token a very 
poor view of Argyll's conduct 
Although any breach of 
covenant was regrettable, how- 
ever, the exercise of the dis- 
cretion whether or not to grant 
specific performance started 
from the feet that the covenant 
had been broken. The interests 
of both parties in the present 
case were purely financial: 
there was no element of 
personal breach of faith. 

No criticism could be made 
of the way the judge had exer- 
cised his discretion- The Court 
of Appeal should not have 
interfered. 

Kate tTHnnlon, Banister 
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Aasss'u-sis: 

life, the Public 

MPs for politiod^fJII of honours to 
But there is much i?™ 1 * 1 we ^ COI "'e. 
modernise and ration^ t0 ^ e done ’ t0 

•■"^SSEStf *e effoigen, 

SS?And fo" fe , nnents< “™S 

hono^'X PlaCe,0s,art "‘ he 

cjf ' fo?Sf If V "iy ‘here is a strong 

affSaSS 

sSSSSSs 

“Iesser’Mvin Most reci P ient s of the 

here a Cn h r ^ at P resent the Mem- 
bers and Commanders of the British 

bSS d L naiy people who *** 

aufh« ^ ^ “e^Wwirs or local 

are^hnn CS *?. dl ? tin « I y worthy. Those 
are honourable honours. People work 

™ be^Tf C ? Ut tr °° ps - So " ie slave 
on behalf of voluntary organisations. 

Others, paid public servants, stand out 

m rile local mind as performers above 

and beyond the call of duty. Britain 

n™fk w have a schemc t>V which - 
preferably by means of local nomina- 
tion - such people can be distinguished. 

u ^ I 10 * l ^ e oni y marlc of success, or 
should not be. These alternative 


Banish all the dishonourable honours 


rewards can strengthen the bonds of 
civil society. 

But such a scheme has no need of the 
pseudo-medieval flummery which sur- 
rounds British honour-giving. As long 
as Britain remains a monarchy, the 
agent for dispensing the gong will be 
the Queen and her successors. But a 
clear distinction has to be made 
between the monarch's personal 
awards and honours of state. In the for- 
mer category are those royal honours 
created by the Stuarts and Hanoveri- 
ans for their people of the bedcham- 
bers, horse-groomers, maids-in-waiting 
and pastry-cooks, plus the decoratioas 
such as the Order of Merit which are 
in the sovereign’s personal gift- His- 
torically speaking, the dividing line is 
around 1900. After that date the 
“royal” orders were created for polit- 
ical purposes: it is no coincidence that 
the great boom in orders of chivalry 
occurred when the corrupt David Lloyd 
George was prime minister. 

Queen Elizabeth is not to be blamed 
for the profligacy of her grandfather in 
creating imperial orders, sashes and 
decorations. In an ideal world the 
Order of the British Empire would be 
replaced by something more fitting to 
a 21st century secular culture with no 
imperial aspirations. But if the orders 
are kept, the important thing is to 
ensure that the recipients deserve the 
honour. Here is where Labour should 
direct its attention. The habit has grown 
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up that certain kinds of public official, 
specifically civil servants, expect to get 
certain kinds of honour. A deputy sec- 
retary in Whitehall (grade II) expects 
to get a Companionship of Honour 
after a certain number of years. Knight- 
hoods come to permanent secretaries 
like manna from heaven, just as pro- 
motions in the order of St Michael and 
St George come to diplomats as they 
move embassies. It is ridiculous. 

It also subverts the principle on 
which all organisations, let alone pub- 
lic service organisations should oper- 
ate - all staff, so Jong as they are prop- 
erly treated and decently paid, should 


give of their best as a matter of course. 
Once it might have been true that hon- 
ours were a substitute for adequate 
payment for civil servants. Nowadays 
Whitehall staff are reasonably paid. 

Honours that come automatically 
from tenure of a place or position, that 
go with the job, whether to under-sec- 
retaries, chairs of quangos or egre- 
giously loyal backbench Tory MPs, are 
sometimes a mild dishonour. Why? 
Because they can encourage timidity 
and creepy conformity in a society 
which needs neither. How many civil 
servants (or vice chancellors for that 
matter) have “kept their noses clean”. 


not “rocked the boat” in order not to 
offend and so be struck off the list of 
nominees for honour? 

Labour needs to do two things. One 
is to cany forward the process of 
reform begun, to his credit, by John 
Major. The public has been let in and 
its role in nominations and selections 
should be expanded. Why shouldn't 
people be asked about suitable candi- 
dates? Meanwhile the process of deci- 
sion in which names are tossed 
between civil servants and politicians 
should be scrutinised. The criteria 
applied by the honours-giveis should 
be dear and public. They also need to 
be elastic, since those who finally 
decide need some discretion. Per- 
forming artists and sports people pose 
problems. It would be invidious to 
exdude all actors and soccer players 
from indusion even though to give a 
gong to all full-backs who do charita- 
ble work would be to exhaust the stock 
of medals pretty quickly. 

The second is to review the honours 
themselves. Just as too many people get 
honours simply because of the job 
they hold, so there are also too many 
honours, a great dusty hierarchy that 
progresses upwards in degrees so com- 
plex that it takes a Roy Strong to find 
them interesting. Just what does a 
Knight Commander-hood mean on 
the eve of the 21st century? A govern- 
ment which has promised to purge the 
upper chamber of parliament of the 


hereditary principle should have no 

i here wiU always be - we hope - com- 

tists y nubr* 0 ”’ entreprene urs, srien- 
*u C se ™ ms ’ ev «i MPs, who 
■ b u, pub,lc ’ s *3*- whose merit 
k undemade, whose contribution to 

ind^ d c WOrk , 0f the COU0tr y is out- 
& S ? me form °f government 
^cognition is appropriate. But let it be 
a modem and modest honour, a source 
of quiet pride, and not the tinkling 
anachronism of sirs and dames. 


A sparky idea 
from the greens 

f^reen campaigners have too often 

VJ sought prohibitions and aovem- 
ment intervention to secure their often 
admirable ends, instead of working with 
the grain of public opinion and" con- 

Yesterda y‘ s proposal bv 
the World Wide Fund for Nature to 
allow consumers to choose electricitv 
generated from renewable sources is a 
good one. When supply is deregulated 
there is no technical or commercial rea- 
son why households should not spec- 
ify the notional source of the power 
they use. Companies such as SWEB are 
on board. The next test will be the will- 
ingness of the public to pav a little extra 
for green fuel. 


tiV ■ 
- v- . 


. - t 




: * * - / 


' •> v- ' :■ *■' 



Irish famine 
lessons still 
» to be learnt 

Sin Ruth Dudley Edwards' 
criticism of Tony Blair's "apology" 
for British government inaction 
during the Irish famine (3 June) 
ow es more to “revisionist” wishful 
thinking than historical accuracy. 

She would have done better to 
have consulted the words of the 
responsible ministers and 
administrators than rely on the 
self-deceiving dogmatism of James 
Wilson. Lord Lieutenant 
Clarendon repeatedly berated his 
colleagues for allowing the Irish 
poor to die in droves - . Prime 
Minister Russell denounced the 
‘ crude Trevelyanism” of the 
Treasury and British middle-class 
opinion that refused the (relatively 
modest) sums necessary to 
purchase relief supplies in 1 847-9; 

P and. most damning. Chief Poor 
Law Commissioner Edward 
Tvvisleton resigned in March 1849 
on the grounds that "the 
destitution here is so horrible, and 
the indifference of the House of 
Commons to it is so manifest, that 
he is an unfit agent of a policy that 
must be one of extermination”. 

Unfortunately James Wilson’s 
obsessive view that the famine had 
been sent to reform the Irish 
character, and that state aid would 
impede such a desirable outcome, 
was widespread in British public 
opinion and within the weak and 
divided Whig administration. Not 
all could have been saved, but, in 
the view of many contemporaries, 
hundreds of thousands perished 
needlessly as a consequence of 
government neglect. 

Tony Blair's carefully chosen 
words,' which acknowledge a great 
historical wrong, should be 
welcomed. They are in accord with 
the sophisticated understanding of 
the meaning of the Famine that 
President Mary Robinson has done 
so much to promote in Ireland in 
Lhe last two years. It is regrettable 
that "revisionist”’ polemics - as 
outdated and unbalanced in their 
own way as the ultra -nationalist 
rhetoric of “genocide” - should be 
directed against such a positive 
step towards a new Anglo-Irish 
relationship. 

Dr PETER GRAY 

Department of History 
University of Southampton 

Sir, Even in 1933 only 1.4 per cent 
of the population oflreJand 
owned all the land. The Irish 
people were robbed of their 

birthright by the rapacious 

landlords who governed the 
nation, the same members or 
parliament who, by passing some 
4000 Enclosure Acts, dispossessed 

the vast majority of the Bntisn 
people. The Irish had no way jo 
Justain life once the potato bbgm 
had destroyed the only crop they 

t 

today the welfare state ensures that 
starvation no longer . 

people. Throughout Africa, Asia, 
Central and South Amenta tire • 
same land-tenure system that 
starved the Irish 150 1 years ago 
threatens the lives of many 
millions. 

NORMANH SLATER- 
Rossendale, fjtncaslwe 
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Ireland's case: only one crop, the 

potato, failed; and during the 
famin e, food was being exported 
from Ireland. 

It has been said that there has 
never been a famine in a 
democracy. The famine in Ireland 
was not caused by "desperately bad 
luck", nor even by a fungus, but by 
a political system that kept a large 
majority of its inhabitants 

desperately poor. That political 

system was largely the creation of 
Englishmen. 

MARTIN SMITH 
Oxford 

Sin One can cut through a lot of 
fruitless argument about the potato 
famine by asking a simple question: 
would the government of the day 
have stood idly by while a 
English peasants died and a further 
million and a half were forced into 
emigration? If not, there is a case 
lo answer. 

nick martin-clark 

London WC1 
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the stmt that his press secretary, 
Alastair Campbell, and his chief of 
staff, Jonathan Powell, are political 
appointees who would have to 
leave if the Labour government is 

voted out. 

The real questions about the 
Civil Service are the following. 

First, are they in a position to 
give impartial advice to ministers? I 
understand ibat the Prime Minister 
has sent a memorandum to the 
Cabinet Secretary, Sir Robin 
Butler, stressing the importance of 
the policy advice role of the Civil 
Service. 

Second, are they prepared to 
carry out swiftly and efficiently 
ministerial decisions? On this 
point, the Civil Service is to be 
congratulated on the smoothness 
of the handover from a 
Conservative government which 
had been in power for 18 years. 

Third, are dvfl servants 
protected from being required to 
act in a manner which is 

unconstitutional, improper or 
unethical? Since 1995, the Civil 
Service code, drafted by the 
Treasury Civil Service Select 
Commi ttee, has given civil servants 
the protection of an independent 
appeals procedure covering these 
matters. 

Lastly, are civil servants as open 
and as helpful as possible to 
parliament, especially when giving 
evidence to selert committees? The 
resolution on ministerial 
accountability, drafted by the 
public Service Select Committee 
and overwhelming^ adopted by the 
House, makes it dear that rivil 
servants have an obligation to 


provide full and accurate 
information to Parliament. 

GILES RADICE MP 
(Durham North, Lab) 

House of Commons 
London SW1 

Sir. You are correct when you 
argue (leading axtide, 2 June) that 
it is time for a politicisation of the 
Civil Service. However this should 
not involve merely the 
appointment of more special 
advisers. There should be a 
thorough review of the structures 
of policy formation. 

Policy advisers, who are not 
integrated into the command 
structure, can be undermined by 
the Gvfl Service. An improvement 
would be the European Union's 
ministerial cabinet system. This 
places the political advisers in 
direct command of the 
departmental civil servants. 
GRAHAM RICHARDS 
London EC2 


PR timetable 

Sir The Labour MEP Michael 
Elliott (Letters, 29 May) is ill- 
informed as well as out of touch 
with his reforming government. 

No other EU member state or 
applicant would dream of 
abandoning PR for the European 
Parliament. Regional lists, as 
agreed between Mr Elliott’s party 
leadership and the Liberal 
Democrats, retain (and make more 
sense of) the constituency link with 
the MEP. 

And it is perfectly possible to 


introduce PR in Great Britain in 
time for the next elections in 1999. 
The Federal Trust has just 
produced a rather good pamphlet, 
by Lord Plant and Michael Steed, 
which sets out in detail what should 
be done and how. 

What is needed in J uly is a White 
Paper on the matter. Before then, 
at Amsterdam, the European 
Union should add the phrase “in 
time for the 1999 elections" to the 
relevant Article 138(3) of the treaty 
that prescribes a uniform electoral 
procedure for the European 
Parliament. 

It would not be the first time that 
British constitutional history had 
been made by the Dutch. 

ANDREW DUFF 
Director, Federal Trust 
London SW1 


New-found quote 

Sir: Federico Andahazi (“The 
anatomy of desire”, 3 June), is not 
the first writer to be censored for 
using Mateo Colon’s “Oh, My 
America, my sweet newly-found 
land" as the starting point for a 
work of erotic literature. John 
Donne did so in cl633 and was 
refused a licence to print the poem 
in question, "Tb his Mistress Going 
to Bed”: 

O ray America, my new found land 
My kingdom safeUest when with one 
man manned 
JENNY SWANN 
Altrincham, Cheshire 


Sin Mateo Colon did not discover 
the clitoris; he rediscovered It. 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. Fax: 0171-293 2056 : 
e-maiL- letters@mdependenLco.uk. E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity. We regret we are unable to acknowledge unpublished letters. 


Juvenal mentions it in his sixth 
satire (c. AD 116). The Latin word 
is crista, which also means a 
cock’s comb. The word clitoris 
(Greek) was invented by the 
anatomist Rufus shortly after 
JuvenaL 
GRAEME FIFE 
London NW1 


Off the shelves 

Sir In “Mapping out the best of the 
books” (31 May), Debbie Davies 
makes a point of saying that Terry 
Pratchett’s Hogfather was 25 th in 
Lhe fiction list a few weeks ago with 
sales of 199 books. But what is her 
point? 

This tide was published in early 
November and topped the 
hardcover fiction list for five 
consecutive weeks. Goflancz*s sales 
of Hqgfather are now in excess of 
130,000, and still to sell several 
hundred copies a week of a 
hardback fiction title more than 
seven months after publication 
suggests longevity rather than some 
form of fraud. 

COUNSMYTHE 
Colin Smythe Ltd, Publishers 
Gerard's Cross, 

Buckinghamshire 


Worm in the ear 

Sin Ibday I found myself humming 
“Una Paloma Blanca” on the way 
to the office. I can only conclude 
that I have been infected with an 


June). Is science aware of this 
method of contagion? I think you 
should be more careful in future. 
KEITH WILLIAMSON 
Orpington, 

Kent 


Camelot post 
was no lottery 

Sir: In your article on Lhe Lottery 
(30 May) you list the membership 
of Camclot's remuneration 
committee. Against the names of 
my male colleagues you indicate 
the work or commercial experience 
of each, but when you come to me 
the only information, apart from 
my age", that you give is the name of 
my spouse and what his former job 
was. 

When a newspaper makes it so 
dear that who I am married to is 
more important than anything else 
about me - my educational 
background as a former teacher or 
my business experience over 23 
years (board member of Thames 
Television and of Barclays Bank, 
chairman of the London" Tourist 
Board, president of Women in 
Management) - then they are 
either implying that I am not 
qualified to hold this job or are 
infringing journalistic good 
practice on equality. 

Women are going to go on 
achieving senior positions despite 
being married to men with a high 
profile. 

MARY BAKER 

Non-executhe Director of Camelot 
Group pic 
London SMI 

Sin Peter Mitchell's letter (2 June) 
in support of the “Camelot fai cals" 
misses the point. If these directors 
managed a large multinational such 
as ICL or any business operating in 
a free market, then, yes, they would 
be entitled to receive reward for 
their endeavours. However, since 
there has been no national lottery 
that has not made money’ that I am 
aware of and competition is 
minim al, I would suggest that if 
they were nor able to make a 
sizeable profit then they should 
give up. 

This argument also holds for the 
directors of the monopolistic water 
and power companies. They are 
paid vast salaries for a job they 
would have been paid significantly 
less for in pre-privatisation days. 
What has changed in the business 
that justifies their pay hike? 

Let’s hope New Labour can 
encourage a little more 
meritocracy, to the benefit of the 
consumer, instead of this corporate 
greed. 

ALISTAIR CRAIG 
Croydon, 

Surrey 

Sin If the Jonery must be non- 
profit, why shouldn't all gambling 
be? And what about the rest of the 
leisure industiy? For lhat matter, 
shouldn't we do something about 
profits from all other commercial 
undertakings? Indeed, what about 
the public ownership of all means 
of production? 

PAUL DANON 
London W3 


Ooh aah ... 

Sin The reports about Eric 
Cantooa and his desire to register 
as a trademark the “Ooh Aah...” 
chant have shown up a tjreal deal 
of ignorance of the origin of this 
chant. In the mid 1980s Irish 
football fens coined the chant 
“Ooh aah, Paul McGrath" and it 
was frequently heard at 
Lansdowne Road during Irish 
home games. If anyone has the 
right to this chant it is Paul 
McGrath. Incidentally, its a handy 
way of learning to pronounce his 
surname properly. 

DERMOT NOLAN 
Mount Marion, 

Co Dublbi 
Ireland 
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SARAH LOCKER 

Life was made unbearable, she says, 
and she was forced to retire 
eventually on medical grounds 


KAREN WADE 

One officer is alleged to have asked 
an arrested glue sniffer if he would 
like to have sex with her 


the law? 


Sexual victimisation of women 
police officers is still rife, as 
evidenced by the number of 
formal complaints being 
brought And the usual 
channels for redress are felling; 
says Patricia Wynn Davies 


Q uestion: what land 
of a man takes a 
pride in arranging 
plastic pauses on a 
woman's car and 
attaching condoms 
to me aerial? 

What makes him hide a bag 
of prawns in her desk drawer 
to go rancid creating a smell so 
bad that a "dirty squad" has to 
be brought in to fumigate the 
office? 

What sort of men push a 
truncheon between a woman's 
legs when she bends down in 
the meal queue to retrieve 
something from the Boor, then 
take a photograph and pin it up 

in thi» nfFn 1 ' Or mrf iro mutprc 


in the office? Or put up posters 
of women colleagues saying: “I 
fart in bed", “I could shag 
you", or “I’m available for a 
shag"? 

Yes, male police officers, 
those guardians of safety and 
security the public is supposed 
to trust. These examples are 
from real-life experiences of 
women officers eventually dri- 
ven to lodge complaints of sex- 
ual harassment, women loo 


afraid to speak out for fear of 
compromising their jobs or 
gagged from doing so in return 
for out-of-court settlements. 

Why? Aside from the tradi- 
tional rationalisation - the one 
about the "macho" culture 
being part of the business of 
hardening up officers - this 
remains the big unanswered 
question. What we do know, 
and what police chiefs are hav- 
ing to come to terms with, is that 
barely a week goes by without 
a full-scale sex discrimination 
case in an industrial tribunal 
somewhere around the country 
-while the current level of out- 
of-court payouts from taxpay- 
ers' money could be hundreds 
of thousands of pounds. 

It should all be of the great- 
est concern to a service that 
talks the language of equality 
but where women still account 
for only around 14 per cent of 
officers (108,642 men: 18,209 
women, according to the latest 
figures). And the attitude of 
some forces appears to be 
hardening, with a greater ten- 
dency to insist that women 




DENA AND MAX FLEMING 

Dena’s husband Max, a former officer, and two other police colleagues were 
handed disciplinary notices after they supported her against sex discrimination 


complainants prove each and 
every aspect of their allegations 
in an industrial tribunal rather 
than settling or mediating com- 
plaints and concentrating on 
tackling the underlying causes. 

To the sexual tormentors 
stock-in-trade - sexual taunts, 
innuendo, unwanted advances 
and physical assaults - are 
added more insidious forms of 
harassment, such as interfering 
with a woman officer’s paper- 
work, arranging for files or 
case papers to go missing and, 
as female officers begin mov- 
ing up the ranks, victimising 
women who gain promotion. 

Tina Martin, chairman of 


Defect to 


Barclaycard. 


up to /i 50 ’ 


the British Association of 
Women Police and a former 
Metropolitan Police officer, 
who has helped a number of 
women pursue complaints, 
says: “We now have the phe- 
nomenon of PDSD - pro- 
longed duress stress disorder - 
brought about by the under- 
mining effect of low-level sex- 
ual harassment." 

The problem is bad enough 
for the number of complaints 
in the Metropolitan Police area 
to have reached three figures 
since January this year, and the 
Police Complaints Authority 
has launched its first investi- 
gation into how the Lin- 
colnshire force handled a dis- 
crimination complaint from a 
high-flying woman inspector 
at Gainsborough police sta- 
tion, Dena Fleming. 

Of the cases currently being 
heard in tribunals. Inspector 
Fleming’s is far and away the 
most controversial. Notting- 
ham tribunal has already heard 
bow her fate was sealed when 
one of the male officers she 
believed had been conspiring 
against her discovered a tape 
recorder she had placed in her 
locker to record colleagues. 
She was immediately sus- 
pended and disciplinary pro- 
ceedings begun against her. 


She cl aims she was ostracised 
and harassed by male officers 
who resented her promotion 
after only two years' experience 
as a sergeant and her attempts 
to introduce changes. 

Her husband Max, a former 
Lincolnshire officer, and 
friends Sergeant Nick Proctor 
and Constable Chris Wright, 
have lodged victimisation 
claims against the force over 
disciplinary notices that were 
handed to them after they 
gave Insp Fleming their sup- 
port. Sgt Proctor has told the 
tribunal that in his 17 years as 
a police officer he had never 
witnessed such an orchestrated 
campaign of hate against a 
colleague. 

While judgment is not 
expected until the autumn, the 
story as told by Insp Fleming, 
one of only 200 women inspec- 
tors from a total of S.200, and 
her witnesses does not make 
happy reading. Internal docu- 
ments before the tribunal 
described one senior officer as 
being "obsessed" with her 
downfall. He was also alleged 
to have spread rumours about 
Insp Fleming having an affair 
when there was no evidence to 
support them. Giving evidence 
in the witness box, Insp Flem- 
ing said her briefcase had been 
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rifled, her paperwork moved 
and letters opened. She felt 
there was a conspiracy against 
her by officers who disliked her 
methods, while her superiors 
did nothing to support her. 
One of the conspirators, she 
told the tribunal, had offered 
her a sexual relationship. 
Senior detectives from Not- 
tinghamshire have complained 
to the tribunal that an investi- 
gation into claims of evidence 
tampering in the Fleming case 
had been obstructed by officers 
they were probing. 

Female officers in Lin- 
colnshire, as elsewhere, have 
felt obliged to set up an under- 
ground network to help women 
officers cope with the stress of 
sexual victimisation. But the 
network was swiftly labelled 
the "Witches’ Coven", or the 
"Dykes’ Group" by male offi- 
cers, says Jane Kitchen, a Lin- 
colnshire Police Federation 
representative. Ms Kitchen, 
who has also put her job and 
promotion prospects on the 
tine by testifying in the Flem- 
ing case, told the Nottingham 
tribunal how the Lincolnshire 
force went from having a full- 
time equal opportunities offi- 
cer between May 1993 and 
March 1994 to a "consultant" 
available one or two days a 
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week. “As soon as Dena sought 
advice she was cold-shoul- 
dered. She was left with barely 
an office and telephone," says 
Ms Kitchen. 

There is another dimension: 
the federation, the union for 
officers up to and including 
inspectors, routinely offers 
financial and legal support to 
officers defending themselves 
a gainst r lnnm of harassment or 
other forms of discrimination, 
but applies a cosi/reward analy- 
sis before deciding whether to 
back the complainant. Women 
complainants who want to get 
the harassment stopped and 

cany on with their jobs (the 
majority), rather than leaving 
the force and accepting com- 
pensation, often fail this test. 

The policy has led Karen 
Wade - who recently won the 
right at the Employment 
Appeal Tribunal to a new 
industrial tribunal hearing 
a gains t West Yorkshire police 
- to begin a sex discrimination 
rlaim against the federation for 
refusing to support her when 
she first brought her case. She 
Haims she endured months of 
sexual taunts by officers - one 
of whom, she alleges, asked an 
arrested glue sniffer if he would 
like to have sex with her. 

In London. Sarah Locker 
has gone to court twice after 
complaining of race and sex 
discrimination. She is claiming 
that the Metropolitan Police 
reneged on part of an out-of- 
court settlement in which she 
■ received £35.200 and a promise 
of retraining as a detective. She 
said colleagues made life 
unbearable, forcing her to 
retire on medical grounds. 

The forces protest that they 
have taken steps to root out 
troublemakers and discipline 
them. Supt Glyn Lewis, a 
national executive member of 
the Police Superintendents 
Association of England & 
Wales, says: “Hie issue is firmly 
on our agenda. In most police 
stations and divisions staff are 
constantly reminded about the 
way they should behave. I think 
the problem will be solved." 

But Jackie Cole, the Police 
Federation representative for 
women officers in the Met, 
has a diary crammed with 
appointments with victims. She 
despairs of the conduct of the 
minority. “It it was their wives 
or daughters in the firing line 
they would go bloody bonkers." 

The supposed justifications 
for ignoring the reactions of a 
female colleague to unwanted 
attentions and downplaying 
the seriousness of complaints 
are legion. Officers need to be 
knocked into shape to prepare 
for potential abuse from the 
public; “horseplay" is simply a 
way of relieving pressure. The 
adage, deeply ingrained in all 
the service professions, that 
you don't complain if you know 
what’s good for you runs deep. 
And the underlying philosophy 
of team “ loyalty ", whatever 
the cost, is put to equally 
destructive use in other situa- 
tions. hence the instances of 
harassment and bullying of 
men that go unresolved. 

The most recent report of 
Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector 
of Constabulary, last October, 
painted a grim picture of a 
problem not yet fully grasped. 
Sexism, racism, barriers to pro- 


motion and discriminatory bul- 
lying are still rife in the police, 
it said. 

The report, like everybody 
dse in the service with an opin- 
ion on the subject, urged “per- 
spective" - as Jackie Cole puts 
it, “there are some smashing 
guys in the force". But it con- 
cluded: “There is a continued 
and unacceptable tevel of racist 
and sexist banter. While more 
covert and subtle than before, 
it is nevertheless destructive." 

The police service has yet to 
prove it isreally tackling the 
issue. Nobody has confidence 
in force grievance procedures. 

As the Fleming case has 
proved, it takes guts for male 
officers to speak up for female 
colleagues who have lodged 
complaints. Once station 
pressure sparked by a harass- 
ment incident begins to build 
up, a woman may be left 
with no alternative but to 
launch what should be a last 
resort, an industrial claim.. 
Once launched, however, that 
same pressure - of the “that 
wouldn’t realty be in your inter- 
ests" kind -can lead to the col- 
lapse of crucial testimony and 
back-up. 

Such a scenario is the precise 
opposite of what most women 
complainants want, says Ms 
Cole. “Most women simply 
want the harassment to stop, 
for it to be recognised and that 
stop, so that they can cany on 
with their jobs. They don’t 
want a confrontation." 

'typically, the victim is likely 
to be attractive and have 
refused “offers", and according 

to officers handlin g com plaints, 

the trouble often comes from 
within the ranks of officers 
seeking promotion. A perpe- 
trator might “stalk" his victim, 
perhaps a young probationer 
worried about being accepted 
by the bttys, with a barrage of 
propositions, suggestive 
remarks, “love" notes, queries 
about the wearing of clean' 
knickers. Others are serial 
harassers. 

The party piece of one offi- 
cer in Charge of a control room. 1 
was to go along the line of 
women undoing their bras 
while they were handling calls. 
When one distraught woman 
took to wearing a body instead, 
he responded by ringing her 
when she was dealing with pris- 
oners to ask what colour flow- 
ers she liked. The man has 
been moved and a woman 
inspector is acting as mentor to 
the women he has harassed 

Last November, three Met 
officers Were forced to resign 
after two of them handcuffed 
a female officer while the third 
put his hand up her pullover 
and touched her breasts. 

Allegations of sexual harass- 
ment within the North York- 
shire force have led to two sep- 
arate inquiries into out-of- 
court payouts coupled with no- 
publirity clauses. 

If the police service cannot 
stamp out this land of harass- 
ment, what chance is there for 
women to secure their fair 
share of the better jobs, work- 
ing practices that take more 
account of family responsibili- 
ties and promotions. It leaves 
Jackie Cole feeling a mixture of 
anger and sadness. “The sheer 
stupidity of the behaviour 
makes me furious.'' 
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If you have a current balance of up to 
£3,000 on your credit or store 
cards, transfer the lot to 
Barclaycard and we'll reduce 
the amount you owe by 5%. 

That's £150 on a balance of 
£3,000. No wonder Barclaycard 
is Britain's favourite credit card! 
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Call free to find out more on: 



0800 49 29 29 




I was on the point of 
telling you yesterday how 
I had ended up in a car 
on the lop of a roundabout 
in Northern Ireland. Well. 1 
was over in Belfast with the 
group Instant Sunshine at 
the Belfast Festival, playing 
two concerts at the Elmwood 
Hall (which, incidentally, is 
pronounced in Northern 
Ireland as if it were named 
after someone called L M 
Wood). One concert was in 
the afternoon and one late in 
the evening, and our sponsors 
for the event, the local milk 
marketing board, had decided 
to take us out for dinner 
between the two concern. It 
is always a bad idea for 
performers to eat or drink 
much before a concert, but 
the chaps from the Milk 
Marketing Board were not 
really thinking of us - they 
were determined to gel a good 
dinner for themselves and 
would not take no for an 
answer. 

So we were whisked out of 
Belfast and given a slap-up 
dinner, at which the sponsors 
ate and drank mightily ami 


T|f in the next 12 months the charges on your account are less than jrour refund we may reqy.re repayment. 
Barclays Bank PLC. Registered in London, England Reg No. 1026167- Registered Office: 
54 Lombard Street. London EC3P 3AH. Full written details available by phoning oSoo 121 Soo. 


we hardly touched anything, 
and on the wav back our 


and on the way back our 
host, now fell of wine, failed 
to spot an approaching 


roundabout in the dark and 
drove straight up the central 
grassy mound and stopped 
on top, with the car looking 
for all the world like some 
crazy bit of modem sculpture. 
There was a pause and then 
he turned round and said 
genially. “Sorry about thaL 
but I swear lhal roundabout 
came a good 200 yards 
earlier than usual ..." 

That is an example of wbat 
Claud Cockbum once called 
the kind of fey logic peculiar 
to the Irish. Bui everyone in 
the world drives with their 
own kind of crazy logic, crazy 
at least Lo the outsider. The 
Italians, in our eyes, tend to 
drive as if they are in the 
later stages of a grand prix 
race. I was once overtaken tty 
an Italian, near Naples, in 
the middle of a traffic jam. 
The traffic had been 
motionless for five minutes. 
Suddenly it cased forward 
10 yards. 1 was slow to react. 
In a flash, the man behind 
me had whipped past and 
eased into His new- position, 
having gained all of two 
seconds and a lot of pride. 

Jn an Indian city. once. 1 
was being driven tty a taxi 
driver with whom I would no 
doubt haw had an interesting 
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conversation if wc had been 
able to hear ourselves over 
the incessant hooting which 
Indian drivers practise. The 
hooting rose to a climax at a 
big crossing which one 
policeman was attempting to 
control like an orchestral 
conductor embarking on a 
fiendishly difficult new 
contemporary composition. 
Suddenly he strode over to 
our taxi and pointed at the 
driver, who was patiently 
waiting for a way to clear. 

“You have got a hnm. 
haven’t you?" he shouted at 
him. “Then use it!" 


Extraordinary. But no 
more extraordinary than what 
happens in South America - 
in Peru, at least, which is the 
only Latin American country 
I have knowledge of - where 
red lights are treated as 
cautions, nothing more. You 
only stop at a red light if 
nothing is coming the other 
way. Otherwise, you slow 
down a bit, then go through. 
Contrast this with traffic 
lights in Britain which turn 
red and then stay red. Slay 
red for five minutes, maybe. 
Have you noticed that British 
drivers will wait for red lights 
to change long after they 
know they must be stuck. 
and yet they still will not edge 
oui, preferring to hope against 
hope that they may still change ? 

How one squares that 
image of the ultra-cautious 
British driver with the new 
growth of road rage I am not 
sure, though I suspect that 
the tight-lipped control of 
one leads straight to the 
unbut toned fury of the other. 
A nation that is used to 
silting tight behind the wheel 
and fuming in silence has do 
mechanism for expressing 
rage. We don’t have a set of 
gestures, a ritual of shrugging, 
hand-waving and fisj -flinching 


to substitute for actual 
violence, so 1 suspect that 
when we snap we go straight 
from cold reserve to nose- 
punching. 

How the French fit into all 
this, I am not sure, though I 
was once very impressed by 
their forethought at the Place 
de l’Opdra in Paris. There is 
a particularly busy traffic 
build-up there, frill of the 
chance of an accident, and 1 
noticed that they had a big 
white van parked in one corner 
labelled “Blood Transfusion 
Unit", which I assumed had 
been placed there in 
anticipation of an accident. 

Alas, I was wrong, a FVeocft 
friend told me. It was just 
taking blood donations. 

“If it had been waiting for 
an accident," he told me 
later, “it should have been a 
Wine Transfusion Unit. Most . 
French people do not know 
their blood group, but we all 
know our wine group. I, for 
instance, have a card in my 
wallet in case of accident 
which savs: “This man is ^ 
Nuits-St-Georges positive’. 

I think be was joking- 
Good heavens. Does this 
mean the French have a 
sense of humour after all? 

But that is another story. 
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Campaigners who 
blend reason with 
grandstanding 

Greenpeace s call for a ban on all oil exploration 
is unnecessary, says Richard D North 


Govemmem w a ,^-' 0ur U P°" "“eh W« 

£1? Stuck lo the Labour man- 

SSSff Sn-°, Up ihe . anle "W on the 
5o£r ratlOD S promise to reduce 
emissions of warming gases. The proposals, 

eyen if copied around the world, will I be whollv 
££22* S*«bal wanning b SStetaS 
^hedoomstere suppose, but at least they’ll be 

alread y b«n upstaged. 
fh e have b'&b hopes but low expectations of 
the new government, 1 ’ said Peter Melcheu, 
g-eenpcace s UK director and himself a 

i o J!f er w ho was 3 i un ’ or minister under 
Sjjif.t >ur He was launching the group's 
?, ra “ al! ?. campaign to stop BP develop- 
ing an oil field in the deep and stormy waters 
just west of Shetland. ’A new frontier”, BP 
calls it, and is looking forward to seeing oil 
come ashore this summer. 

Greenpeace calls for a self-denying ordi- 
nance from the UK which would have the 
waters left as a frontier against oil develop- 
ment. It refuses to announce its plans for 
marine direct action, but high jinks on the high 
seas can clearly be expected. Combating 
Shell s dumping of 
Brent Spar was a huge 
coup; fighting to halt 
the New Frontier is an 
irresistible successor. 

The campaigners' 

logic is impeccable, as a new and brilliant lit- 
tle Greenpeace film will ram home in art cin- 
emas shortly: “Within the earth is all the oil 
we need to set the world on fire,” it trumpets 

Chris Rose. Greenpeace's deputy director 
and brightest policy wo ok, insists that no 
industrialised country that takes global warm- 
ing seriously should be increasing explo- 
ration. let alone exploitation, of its fossil fuel 
reserves. He proposes a phasing out of fossil 
fuel use within 40 years, and government rules 



spare the world suffering 
of climate-forcing gases. 

Nearly everyone concedes that Greenpeace 
has the beginnings of a point, but hardly any- 
one takes them seriously. Peter Kassler, now 
working with the energy and environmental 
programme at the Royal Institute of Inter- 
national Affairs, is an oil economist who used 
lo be with Shell (which is a partner of BP’s in 
the Atlantic frontier). Typically of the sceptics 
and the Department of Trade and Industry 
line, he says: “It’s the sort of thing that has a 
facile appeal, but it’s pretty thin. West of Shet- 
lands ou at its best would be a marginal part 
of the world’s oil supply. If that oil is 
demanded by consumers around the world it 
will come from somewhere else, without UK 
jobs and UK economic benefit. In 1997, the 
Middle East is relatively peaceful, but any sen- 
sible government would like to have flexibil- 
ity.” 

But the toughest arguments Greenpeace 
must face come from people more obviously 
sympathetic to their cause, and even this cam- 
paign. Michael Grubb, a middle-of-the-road 
green, is putting the finishing touches to a 
paper which argues that governments are at 
risk of not noticing how relatively unimpor- 
tant the world's oil and gas reserves are. ■‘The 


amount of carbon in proven oil deposits is 
rather puny compared with the numbers the 
climate scientists play with." Greenpeace may 
say: fine, but there will be pressure to burn lots 
of coal, and it would at least help to lock up 
the oQ and avoid the risk even more firmly. 
Dr Grubb suggests, rather, that the real goal 
would be to get the world to eschew the use 
of coal, which has a far greater capacity to do 
damage. That approach suggests that we 
need all the oil we can get as a replacement. 

Greenpeace's game is one of alternating 
reasonableness and grandstanding. Cannfly, 
Mr Rose’s phase-out would rive us longer to 
convert to non-fossil energy than the busmess- 
as-usuai scenario, or even the regulatory 
framework now proposed. That is important: 
everyone agrees that, sooner or later, renew- 
able energy and conservation must come into 
their own. 

By far the most influential exponent of the 
“soft energy” path is the American Amory 
Levins, who has a tropical climate at his mile- 
high, solar-powered Rocky Mountain Institute 
in Colorado, and whose latest co-authored 
book, Factor Four, declares that the world 
could have twice its present wealth for a halv- 
ing of its energy take. That is because of the 
power of double-glazing (“the key to inex- 
pensive buildings is expensive windows’') and 
new engine and fuel technologies for vehicles, 
among myriad other developments in which, 
he says, root-and-branch changes in the way 
we design things will solve problems we knew 
we might solve, and others we didn’t dare hope 
to cure. 

“Oil is going to be 
rather abundant, and 
gas more so,” he says, 
“but most reserves will 
stay in the ground 
because they are no 
longer worth burning.” He believes that con- 
ventional fuels will get cheaper and cheaper, 
but that renewables will overtake them and be 
cheaper yet Moreover, he believes, the new 
wave of technologies will make renewables 
more convenient than conventional sources. 
Cars will become so dean that it will be their 
number, not their mess, which will pose the 
problem. 

Even Lovins has some sympathy with the 
Greenpeace view, but only in so far as he 
thinks that it may be wise to maintain an ofl 
reserve. Otherwise, there is little difference 
between the Lovins and the emerging indus- 
try points of view. Shell's group chief execu- 
tive and its UK managing director have both 
recently made speeches pointing out that 
Shell’s planners have posited as a distinct pos- 
sibility a ■'de materialisation" process. The 
name suggests something out of Star Trek , but 
has been coined for the kind of efficiency that 
would see the average earthling in 2060 using 
about the same amount of energy as an Ital- 
ian in 1970, but living far more comfortably. 

Thus Heinz Rothermund, the UK Shell 
boss, has pleased Greenpeace by accepting 
that anyone concerned about future dimate 
change can spot the dilemma of future ofl use. 
BP’s chief executive was praised by Michael 
Meacher yesterday for remarks stressing that 
his firm has now reached the “ impor t a nt 
point” when its role as a good citizen requires 
it to work out the implications of being an 
energy company in a wanning world. The cam- 
paigners have been less keen to point ont that 
Mr Rothermund sees no contradiction 
between believing, as he does, that much oil 
may well stay in the ground because of falling 
demand and the viability of alternatives, and 
simultaneously wanting to get at the rich UK 
reserves in the eastern Atlantic. BP agrees very 
heartily, at least with the last bit of that. 


T he Gazelle D Or in 
Throudant is one of 
the finest hotels in 
Morocco. Jacques 
Chirac has stayed 
there, as have umpteen spoilt 
rock stars, blocked writers, 
lotus-eating politicians and 
bolted royals: Fergie and 
Johnny Biyant chilled out at 
the Gazelle at the height of 
their star-cross’ d romance. 
The swimming pool alone has 
seen sights of unbuttoned 
celebrity that it would blush 
to tell its grandchildren 
about So it was with a lively 
interest that a friend of mine 
wondered about the identity 
of the chap silting on the next 
sun-lounger along from him. 
a couple of weeks ago. The 
man was kitted out m full 
dandy-by-the-pool regalia, in 
a startling Ralph Lauren 
creation of horizontal stripes 
with matching beach shorts, 
the ensemble topped off with 
a wide-brimmed Australian 
bush hat, as worn by Barry 
McKenzie in Lhe Sixties strip 
cartoon. It took a certain 
amount of neck-craning to 
establish that the fashion 
victim -beneath was Michael 
Portillo, enjoying a much- 
needed holiday with his wife 
after his upsetting experience 
in the small hours of 2 May. 
And how piquant to discover 
wbat the great man was 
reading in his north African 
hideaway: volume one of 
Proust's >4 la Recherche du 
Temps Perdu, the longest 
novel ever published. Just the 
thing to embark on. when 
you've several free months 
. stretching before yon. 

M y conversations with 
other men have taken 
a rather smutty turn 
this week, and all because of 
Louisa Young and the 
Unconscious Willy. Ms Young 
is a phenomenally blonde 
journalist and biographer, 
whose first novel Baby Love is 
published this summer. 
Meeting her at a party to wish 
bon voyage to Joanna Coles, 
The Guardian s gimlet-eyed 
star feature writer who is off 
to become the paper’s New 
York correspondent, I 
enquired about the book’s 



Louisa Young: anatomically adventurous 


fortunes. Why, said Ms 
Young, I happen to have it 
here, and extracted a proof 
copy from her clutch bag. 
Leafing through it, I came 
quite by accident upon a 
remarkable sex scene, in 
which the heroine is assailed 
by a nasty and bullying man 
with an erection, slugs him 
with a poker, lays him out 
cold and becomes 
unexpectedly turned on by 
her own counter-attack. 
Finding herself in possession, 
as it were, of an aroused 
membrum virile with an 
unconscious man on the end 
of it, she proceeds to have sex 
with it, taking a kind of 
revenge for all the times she 
has been monstered by brutal 
masculinity. Wiping the sweat 
from my brow, I 
congratulated Ms Young on a 
brilliant fantasy, “though of 
course,” 1 said, “it’s 
anatomically impossible". She 
bridled, as authors will. “It is 
not” she said. “I’Ve talked to 
doctors about it and three out 
of four said they couldn’t 
swear it wasn’t possible.” But 
such things can't happen 
when you're unconscious, I 
said. Asleep yes: out for the 
count, no. The nervous 
system packs up and ... “One 
doctor said it was possible if 
you’d killed somebody and 
rigor mortis was setting in,” 
said the know-it-all Ms 
Young, “but I had lo remind 
him that there aren’t any 
muscles in the penis." 

Blimey, I thought, aren’t 
there? And that. I’m afraid, 
set the tone for the week. 
Everywhere, chaps scratched 



Proust and Portfllo - companions In a holiday hideaway 


their beads and said “Aren’t 
there?" “Are there?” and 
“Whereabouts exactly ...?”. 
They talked about nerves aod 
sinews and engorged tissue 
and blood and capillaries and 
spasm this and contraction 
that; and all the time they 
revealed, like me, an 
extraordinary ignorance of 
their most precious bits. They 
settled with relief into 
discussing Ms Young's 
fictional sex scene and its 
plausibility level. “Not a 
chance,” said Jeremy 
Laurence, The Independent’s 
magisterial medical 
correspondent. “Not after 
being hit by a poker. Now if 
she'd strangled him, on the 
other hand ...” I rang Ms 
Young in triumph. “Men,” she 
said, “know nothing about iL 
They only know about their 
own willies. We meet a lot 
more willies than men do . . .” 

Y ou have to band it to 
Madame Louise 
Beaudoin, Quebec's 
formidable Minister of 
Culture. When it comes to 
linguistic correctness, she 
w alks off with le bourbon 
chocolat. When it comes to 
the enforced speaking of 
French in Canada's 
Francophone province, she is 
as unmoving as Marshal 
P£tain. A fascinating article 
by Mordecai Richler in this 
week's New York Tunes Book 
Review explains the 
extraordinary grip exerted by 
the French Language Charter 
and its various ramifications 
over the past 20 years. The 
charters explicit goal is to 
make French the first 
language of all citizens of 
Quebec. And to that end, 
they make thin g*; as hard as 
possible for English speakers. 
Shop names have to be 
rendered in French. Shops 
whose names end with a 
matey apostrophe - Gerry’s, 
Nolan's - are forced to revert 
to Gerry and Nolan. Road 
signs may be in English as 
well as french, provided the 
English version is half the size 
of the French one. Mme 
Beaudoin has now ruled that 
civil servants will in future 
need special authorisation 
before they are allowed to 
make speeches in English. 
And she b as demanded that a 
hospital take down its 


Europe turns left, but pragmatism rules 
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David Walker 

Modem 
socialism is 
a way of 
running 
European 
countries so 
that they do 
not become 
like the 
United 
States 


Warrior Helmut Schmidt and Tony 
Benn, let alone between honest Unde 
Jim Callaghan and Bettino Craxi, ex- 
leader of the ex-Italian Socialist Party 
which folded under the weight of its 
own corruption in 1993. 

It is a cheap shot to say the left is 
united only in its confusion over what 
socialism amounts to in this globalised, 
market-driven world. (Cheap, because 
the right are as dazed and puzzled 
about the governability of capitalism in 
its - Sassoon’s phrase -fin de siicle 
turmoil.) Besides, to say socialists are 
confused is to restate the history of the 

movement 

Once they believed capitalism would 
implode ani without their having to lift 
a finger, the workers would inherit the 
earth. Ramsay Macdonald’s paralysis in 
1931 (simply not knowing what to do 
when the bankers said deflate and the 

Treasury said cut) was shared by Rudolf 
Hflferding in late-TWenties Germany 
and Leon Blum in inter-war France. 

So the history of socialism became 
the history of revisionism and the revi- 
sionists - take a bowlbny Blair - have 
n o t finish ed yeL The Germans went for 
congresses; at Bad Godesburg in 1959, 
capitalism was openly embraced. 
British Labour was surreptitious. Until 
Tony Blair junked Clause IV in 1995, 
it preferred keeping a formal commit- 
ment to nationalise the commanding 
heights even while Labour govern- 
ments prostrated themselves before the 
International Monetary Rind. 

The Eighties was a decade of ideo- 
logical turmoil. The Mitterand 

• i- Cmhm Hioinno ahanHnnivI 



Q oazSk x in Spain even thought that 
the left could somehow do liberal, free- 
market economic management better 


than the right. Come the Nineties, the 
Cold War over and old enemies to the 
left dead or castrated, European social- 
ism has settled into the final revision - 
capitalism is no longer a but the mode 
of production. There is no alternative, 
but there are different ways of giving 
free markets a more human face. 

In Germany, that means socialism 
becoming a kind of conservatism - 
protecting workers’ rights and welfare 
as much as global competitive circum- 
stances allow. In the Netherlands and 
Sweden, socialism becomes welfare- 
state reform, something the right in 
those countries has proved incapable 
of. Socialism in, say, Spain used to be 
about modernisation and progress but 
now is in danger of being sidelined by 
the rise of intra-Iberian nationalism. 

Modem socialism is a way of run- 
ning European countries so that they 
do not become like the United States. 
It is the free-market alternative to cap- 
italism dur et pur (the kind of thing 
John Redwood would like to see in 
Britain). It's about fairness at work, 
but not too much of it in case the 
Japanese investors hold off. It’s about 
buying militaiy jet fighters for which 
there is no obvious need, because our 
people need the work (in Britain) or, 
badgering car makers (Peugeot in 
France, Renault in Belgium) to keep 
car plants open even when domestic 
demand is weak. 

If that sounds like “Pragmatism 
rules OK", it is. In Germany, the SPD 
accepts that coal production will shrink 
away to virtually nothing but wants to 
cushion the pain -and let the collieries 
live for a few more years than the 
Christian Democrats would. 

That said, we cannot yet get away 
with redefining socialism as a rather 


vague and eclectic (and, it seems, 
electorally appealing) progressivism. 
Tb judge 'from Gunter Grass’s recent 
outbursts in Germany, the hardliners 
have not given up. There remain big 
national differences. 

No British Labour politician would 
have signed up to the statement issued 
jointly by the French socialists and their 
Com munis t allies during the recent 
election, denouncing a “Europe where 
money is king”: not because of its un- 
Mandelsonian language, but because 
behind it lay a big idea - that European 
Union could be a vehicle for a “social- 
ist" challenge to. the operations of 
global capitalism. 

Yet what the European left does 
have in common, above afl, is jobs. That 
is to say, the socialist governments 
share the problem of what the rulers of 
capitalist societies can do to maximise 
employment without stripping workers 
of “social protection” when economic 
orthodoxy decrees flexibility. 

Both the French and the British 
socialists believe you can buy people 
jobs with public money. Dominique 
Strauss- Kahn, the new French finance 
minister, promised to spend 35 billion 
francs to create 350.000 jobs in the 
public sector. He will have a political 
problem finding the money (while 
staying inside Maastricht limits) but 
what he is proposing is remarkably sim- 
ilar to British Labour's promise to find 
work for the young unemployed, to be 
paid for by that old socialist expedient 
of taxing big business (by the windfall 
tax). Perhaps the best definition of 
European socialism is minimal will- 
ingness lo buck the liberal view that 
there is nothing the modem slate can 
do, other than stand back and let the 
markets work their magic. 


Why, said Ms 
Young, I have 
a copy here. 
Leafing thro ugh 
it, I came 
upon a 
remarkable 
sex scene 



bilingual signs despite 
the recent arrival of 
scores of elderly, English- 
only patients after the closure 
of another hospital, if they 
lose their way id the corridors 
or cannot find the intensive- 
care ward because they don't 
know its French name] that’s 
just fromage dur. 

The untranslatability of 
certain words offers 
moments of amusement. One 
politician, as dirigiste as Mmc 
Beaudoin, pathetically 
complained “I feel like a 
foreigner in my own country ” 
because be had seen a sign 
advertising Blockbuster 
Video. “But how do you 
translate ‘Blockbuster 
Video’?" a journalist asked 
Mme Beaudoin, who was 
stuck for a reply. Other 
linguists get past the 
language police by being 
smartly inventive: the word 
‘hamburger" in Quebec has 
been given a new middle- 
class sheen and renamed ~lc 
hambourgeois" ... 




Old Sparky - the chair with 
a famously short fuse 

B ut then I don’t really 
get it about Americans. 
While the whole nation 
seems to have turned into one 
gigantic lynch mob, calling for 
Timothy McVeigh, the 
Oklahoma City bomber, to be 
dragged to the electric chair 
and “fried” (although lethal 
injection is the worst that the 
federal law allows), on the 
other side of the country 
they’ve come over all nervous 
about how the execution 
furniture actually works. The 


oldest electric chair in 
America, folksify nicknamed 
“Old Sparky", has just been 
temporarily de-commissioned 
hv the Supreme Court of 
Florida. It’s 74 years old and 
famously temperamental: the 
last hapless victim, one Pedro 
Medina, virtually exploded, 
foot-long flames shooting 
from his head and gobfuls of 
smoke pouring from under 
the mask on his face. A local 
circuit judge investigated and 
pronounced that there was 
nothing “cruel and unusual" 
about the Floridan chair, but 
while they are debating it. the 
chair is out of action. How 
extraordinary that, once 
you've gone so far as to 
sanction the death of 
someone judged guilty by a 
jury, and then elect to kill 
them by whacking 100.000 
volts through their body, you 
should then get all fastidious 
about the chance that it might 
hurt a bit. The sub-text is 
obvious, of course - the 
Supreme Court just wants a 
chair whose effects aren't 
quite so disgustingly obvious 
to the naked eye. But when it 
comes to Mr McVeigh and his 
likely fate, they're probably 
the only people in the United 
States who do. Cruel and 
unusual, eh? 1 foresee a swift 
aod dramatic return to 
popularity for “Old Sparky" 
at a courthouse in Denver, 
Colorado, very soon. 


Her fourth 
birthday may 

well be her last, 
but she isn’t ill 



She's poor 


in countries like in? Gambia one in lour children die 
bafcre tner fifth birthday The diseases they sutler tram dillec 
But lhe cause is almost always the same 
Poverty. 

ACTiQNAiD is working in seme <tf the poorest areas 
o» lhe world lo end Ihis cycle ol despair Helping local 
communities to provide clean water, education, heanh. 
nutrition, bod production and a means to generate their 
own income 

Sponsor a child like Nyana and you’ll be helping her 
her family and her whole community A photograph and 
regular reports keep you in touch. \bu wiV receive messages 
Ircm lhe child and can H you wish 

By becoming a sponsor you U make all the difference 
to the life ot a chid like Nyana. 
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BT bonus limit doubles to 100% 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Senior British Telecom directors 
are set to share in the company’s 
most generous package of 
bonuses since privatisation, 
which could in theory give Sir 
Peter Bo afield, chief execu- 
tive, a total pay-out of more 
than £4m. 

The short and long-term 
bonus schemes, detailed in the 
company's annual report sent to 
shareholders yesterday, repre- 
sented BTs long-awaited move 
to puL the pay of British exec- 
utives on par with their coun- 
terparts in the US long-distance 
operator MCI, which the UK 
group is in the process of buy- 
ing for £13bn. 

The most generous payouts 
are to be shared by Sir Peter, 
and Sir Iain Vhilance, chairman, 
including one-off bonuses in 


recognition of their work to put 
the MCI deal in place. 

Both executives, along with 
the finance director, Robert 
Brace, have raised their annu- 
al cash bonus limit from 50 per 
cent of salary to 100 percent of 
salary from this year, giving Sir 
Iain and Sir Peter the potential 
to be “million pound men” for 
the first time. 

Sir Peter will also receive a 
discretionary bonus on top of his 
annual bonus of up to £500,000, 
payable over the next two years, 
if the merger goes through. 
The report showed Sir Peter’s 
annual bonus for last year was 
£225,000, representing 45 per 
cent of his £498,800 basic salary 
last year. From this calendar 
year his salary rose to £570,000. 

Sir Iain was paid a •‘discre- 
tionary" bonus of £185,000 last 
year in recognition of his con- 
tribution to the MCI deal, al- 


to The Independent denying he 
would receive a £500,000 bonus. 


10 March -1997 


lat xne camnusat on the speculadoa in todtqr’a tadepeukKrt about my 
pun f n hl facmi* for 1996/7- 


Tbcro is no chance of ray boin*o&r®d a sum *ppso*Chlng £500,000 
as a bonus- Jim ft* thsTaeord, ffl-wwe 1 would not accept a. 


Yours foabfaStp 




unvAiuscs 

(Signed in Sir Iain’s i h s mnrj 


after a report suggested be 
could receive one for the last fi- 
nancial year. His letter contin- 
ued; “There is no chance of my 
being offered a sum approach- 
ing £500,000 as a bonus. Just for 
the record, if I were I would not 
accept it" It also emerged yes- 
terday that the new contracts, 
with the higher bonus limits for 
next year, came into effect from 
1 April. 

A BT spokesman defended 
the awards and gave a “cast 
iron” guarantee that none of the 
three executives would actual- 


tractual matter which is pre- for the 
vailing in other big companies be ma 
at the moment." si shai 

The spokesman also said in ed at 1 
practice that Sir Peter’s two an- additii 
nual bonuses for this year would would 
not exceed 100 per cent of to fen 
salary, though in theory they salary, 
could be worth more than £lm. the 


for the merged group, which wffl 
be matched with one addition- 
al share for every three-invest- 
ed at the end of three years. In 
addition a share option scheme 
would provide options worth up 
to four times ‘an employees 
salary. The third scheme, called 
the “restricted share plan,” 


NFC axes 
up to 600 
jobs in 
further 
shake-up 


On top of the proposed an- ■ gives Concert shares worth up 
nual bonuses, BT unveiled a to twice the basic salary. 


Magnus Grimond 


ly receive their full 100 per cent 


new long-term bonus package 
which could give Sir Peter up to 
six times his annual salary in 
shares and share options. Sir 
fnifn Marshall, ST’S deputy 
chairman and head of the pay 
committee, urged shareholders 
to vote in favour of the new 


Sir Peter is the only UK ex- 
ecutive to share in all three 
schemes. BT saidi"“Peter Bon- 
field is chief executive of the 
fifth-largest UK company by 
market capitalisation and the 
fourth-Iargest communications 
company in the world. His pay 


NFC the transport group -which 
has been restructuring itself for 
over three years, yesterday an- 
nounced a new reorganisation 
and disposal programme to raise 


£207m and axe up to 600 jobs. 
The shares, which have fallen 
from a recent high of 199p in Oc- 
tober, added just 05p to 12&5p 
on news of the shake-up, which 


bonuses, despite the changes to scheme at the annual general does not figure in the top 10 of 
^ -■ T --' British chief executives. You 


though he had not been actu- his total pay including pen- 


ally part of the formal annual sions benefits to £698,900. From 
bonus scheme. January this year Sir Iain's ba- 

The payout came on lop of sic salary rose to £500,000. 


r payout 
5,000 bai 


basic salary, taking On 10 March Sir Iain wrote 


the scheme. 

“Nobody, but nobody, gets 
more fhan their 50 per cent tar- 
get bonus. Not even God could 
get a 50 per cent bonus. The 100 
per cent figure is simply a con- 


meeting on 16 July. 

The scheme, which would 
start from next April, has three 
elements. Executives can invest 
some of their annual bonuses in 
Concert shares, the new name 


British chiet executives, you on news ot tne snaxe-up, wtuct 
cannot compare him with the fat disappointed some City ana- 
cat league.” lysis. 

BT and MCI yesterday an- Sir Christopher Bland, ebair- 

an, said the latest round of re- 


nounced a SlObn loan facility 
for Conceit with five US banks. 


man, said the latest round of re- 


Eddie George 
worried over 
windfalls 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


Eddie George said yesterday he 
was concerned about the po- 
tential inflationary pressures 
from recent building society 
windfalls. Speaking on the day 
before the first monthly meeting 
of the Bank of England’s newly 
appointed monetary policy com- 
mittee, the Governor warned 
that the estimated £30bn of 
handouts from the flotations 
represented a significant boost 
to domestic spending. 

His caution, coupled with a 
survey showing an eleventh con- 
secutive rise in trading conditions 
in the service sector, had analysts 
predicting a quarter point rise in 
interest rates would be an- 
nounced tomorrow. A two-day 
meeting of the monetary policy 
committee starts today, its first 
since Gordon Brown gave the 
Bank operational independence 
to set interest rates. 

Simon Briscoe, economist at 
Nikko Europe, said: “This sur- 
vey confirms what we already 
knew, that the service sector con- 
tinues to grow strongly. The 
strength of the survey will in- 
crease expectations that the new 
monetary committee will tight- 
en polity at this week’s meeting.” 

The UK Purchasing Man- 
agers Report on Senices, pub- 
lished by the Chartered Institute 
of Purchasing and Supply 
(CTPS). showed companies ex- 
periencing higher demand both 
at home and overseas. Employ- 
ment in the service sector, which 
already accounts for three-quar- 
ters of all British jobs, grew 
sharply in May and severe s kills 
shortages started to emerge. 

According to CIPS. rising 
payrolls have not kept pace 
with outstanding work, with 
many companies saving they did 
not have the capacity to meet 
the growth in demand. Higher 


salary levels needed to retain 
staff and attract new recruits 
also led to a rise in costs in May. 

There was some good news 
on the inflation front, however. 
While some businesses had 
been able to pass on higher in- 
put prices, competition meant 
many others were unable to 
charge higher prices. 

Peter Thomson, director gen- 
eral of CIPS. said; “Growth on 
this scale in the UK service sec- 
tor beats any thin g we have seen 
lately in manufacturing. Service 
companies do seem to be suf- 
fering from skill shortages, which 
are driving up their costs. 
Though there is certainly a de- 
veloping trend of firms passing 
on these costs to their cus- 
tomers, inflationary pressures are 
being subdued by competition. ” 

Mr George sent a tremor 
through foreign exchange mar- 
kets when he appeared to be 
talking down the pound as he 
commented on the complica- 
tions of setting interest policy. 
He said the new monetary pol- 
icy’ committee would discuss the 
contradictions in setting policy 
against a background of rising 
consumer demand, which might 
require higher rates, and a 
strong pound, which would be 
exacerbated by an increase. 

He said: “The immediate 
problem is to balance the degree 
of tension between the pressure 
of domestic demand, which has 
been running a bit above a sus- 
tainable rate, with the exagger- 
ated strength of the exchange 
rate.” The pound fell almost 2 
pfennigs to below 2.82 marks at 
one stage after earlier reaching 
a fresh four-and-a- half year high 
of 2.8331 marls. 

Bonds also suffered. On 
Liffe. the September gilt futures 
contract was lower at 
113 |: «, while the September 
short sterling futures contract 
was 0.04 lower at 93.16. 



Beckett outlines 
plans to boost 
competitiveness 


Structuring, which will include a *, 
■ £49m exceptional charge in the ■ ' 


IVBchael Harrison 


Margaret Beckett, President of 
the Board of Trade, pledged yes- 
terday that competition would 
remain the Government’s 
primary consideration when 
vetting takeovers and mergers. 

In her first big policy speech 
since taking up the job. Mrs 
Beckett also rejected proposals 
to reverse the burden of proof 
in merger cases to force a 


said. “Nor am I arguing for wide- 
scale government intervention, 
though some have implied I am 
itching to take derisions which 
are properly for. the private 
sector. I am not trying to do your 
job but I am determined not to 
neglect to do my own." 

The confirmation that 
Labour does not ‘intend to tin- 
ker with competition policy was 
greeted with relief by the busi- 
ness leaders present. There had 


fuD year results, would be the last 
Unveiling a 17 per cent rise in 
pre-tax profits to £53 Jm for the 
half year to March, he said NFC 
had achieved significant earning; 
growth while dsporing of two tig 
businesses where the group did 
not think it had a fixture. Sir 
Christopher said NFC was now 
out of the woods. “Wfe can now 
indeed see the wood from the 
trees." 

The group is selling its BRS car 
leasing operations to GE Capi- 
tal of tire L/S in a £120m deal, 
while the Lynx parcel delivery 
business in the UK is going to 
management in £34.4m buy out 
The remainder of tire cash being 
raised will come from the dxs- 


power si 
dll have 


«me pru 


* Harrison 
is Godsmark 


businesses of Pickfordsin the USjk 

and Canada and the rational!- ' ; 


bidder to prove that a takeover ‘ been concern that Mrs Beckett 
was in the public interest and intended to apply a wider 


No change: Margaret Beckett said Labour would not merge the Office of Fair Trading 
and the Monopolies & Mergers Commission Photograph: Emma Boam 


said Labour would not merge 
the Office of Fair Trading and 
the Monopolies & Mergers 
Co mmiss ion. 

Her wide-ranging speech to 
100 leading businessmen went 
on to set out Labour's plans to 
improve the competitiveness 
of British industry. There will be 
a “competitiveness summit” in 
July at which the Government 
will audit Britain's performance 
followed by a competitiveness 
White Paper next year. 

The White Paper will be pro- 
duced with input from a series 
of working parties, each one 
chaired by a DTI minister and 
made up of businessmen, trade 
unionists, academics and con- 
sumer representatives. In ad- 
dition there will be a 12-15 
strong Advisory Committee on 
Competitiveness. 

Mrs Beckett said her an- 
nouncement amounted to the 
most wide-ranging consulta- 
tion exercise undertaken by the 
DTI. But she denied it was tan- 
tamount to resurrecting the 
corporatist days of Neddy when 
government, employers and 
trade unions got around the 
table to thrash out policy. 

She also insisted Labour had 
no intention of returning to its 
former industrial policies of 
intervention, saying it wanted to 
create a partnership between 
government and business. 

“I have no interest in turning 
back the clock,” Mrs Beckett 


definition to the public interest 
test after she overrode John 
Bridgeman, Director-general 
of Fair Trading, by referring the 
takeover by National Express of 
two rail franchises to the MMC. 

Richard Davey, of the mer- 
chant bankers Rothschilds, said 
he welcomed the announce- 


sation of some 60 properties -in 
the LTC, which are expected to 
raise £30m. In addition, NFC ex- 
pects to pick up £32ro from re- 
linquishing three “uneconomic” 
transport contracts with Whit- 
bread, Homebase and Boots.' 

Geny Murpby, chief executive, 
said the-exercise would liberate 
around £ 200 m, of which 20 per 
cent would be spent on restruc- 
turing and the rest on investment 
in higher than average growth 
businesses in growing markets. 
The target would be to achieve 


mem that the takeover rules . rates of return in the nrid to high 
would remain unchanged but teens: ** 


urged the Government to put 
pressure on the Germans and 
French to apply the same tests 
in their markets. 

There was some concern 
about the setting up of the 
competitiveness working 
groups. Ian Peters, deputy 
director-general of the British 
Chambers of Commerce, 
sought an assurance that they 
would not turn from talking 
shops into forums for negotia- 
tions between employers and 
unions at national level. 

At a later press conference. 
Mrs Beckett said the Govern- 
ment was working at a fast 
speed to introduce the Euro- 
pean working time directive and 
the works council legislation but 
could not give firm timetables. 

However, the Competition 
Bill to tighten control of anti- 
competitive agreements and 
give the OFT increased powers 
to raid company premises and 
fine them up to 10 per cent of 
turnover would be put in 
Parliament in October, she said 
Comment, page 23 


The reorganisation would see 
some 500 to 600 redundancies, . 

with the majority in the UK, Mr ■ -i>~ 7 . . 

Murphy said, but precise num- a-'} 
bets would depend on how sue- v 2 1 i a : .. 


cessful they were at reallocating "zt .h:: ' - . 
staff. One of the casualties is Gra- . 

ham Roberts, currently chief ex- ' .. .. 

ecutive of Continental European . 

operations, who has resigned j ’ 
from the board and will leave the 
group at the year end His do- ; r . 
parture follows a decision to in- ‘ . . . *_• 

tegrate the management of the ’ _ 

UK and Continental businesses, -i-; 7 

where losses grew in the year. ^ . 

The disposals will throw up a v ^~ 1 ' " • 

net-profit of £ 2 Ora in the second 

half and contributing profits of 

£15.5m last year, will result in I \ 

some earnings dilution, NFC v 

said The group announced a toiM- l 

2J5p interim dividend and said it - cr OUys fill 

expected to pay a final of 5.75p, ^ . 

which would be the fourth year . 

runnning the dividend haS been J i!i ? •••' 

held Sir Christopher said the 

plan was 10 rebuild cover, with .-I ; - 

1.7 to 2 times more typical at oth- . . 

er companies. * N ". 

Investment column, page 25 t j-... . r . _ 
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BA plans for alliance hit fresh turbulence in US 


David Usbome 

Washington 


A full year since it was first un- 
veiled. the proposed trans- 
atlantic alliance of British 
Airways and American Air- 
lines met renewed turbulence 
yesterday after US officials 
urged that both carriers sur- 
render more landing slots at 
Heathrow airport than either 
have so far envisaged. 

In the first formal opinion to 
tv delivered by a LIS government 
body, the General Accounting 
Office of the Congress (GAO) 


stopped far short of opposing the 
link. But it said that for fair 
competition to be preserved, 
an additional 23 daily slots 
should be made available at 
Heathrow to other US airlines. 

The opinion was offered as 
testimony to a critical hearing 
on the proposed deal at the US 


Senate in Washington. Among 
those attending were the chief 


those attending were the chief 
executives of both BA and 
American, Robert Aylmg and 
Robert Crandall, as well as the 
heads of some other airlines 
that have been vehemently 
opposed to it. 


BA and American have al- 
ready indicated a willingness to 
surrender some of the Heathrow 
landing rights. Until now, how- 
ever, they have spoken only 
about 12 slots daily- roughly half 
what is suggested by the GAO. 
The GAO indicates* that not all 
the new dots need necessarily 
come from BA or AA. 

Notably present at yesterday’s 
hearing was Virgin's Richard 
Branson, who has been especially 
vigorous in opposing the al- 
liance. Stephen wblf of US Air- 
ways was expected to testify, as 
was Sir Freddie Laker, who is re- 


building his own operation 
across the Atlantic from a base 
in Fort Lauderdale. 

At a slick presentation before 
the main hearing, Messrs Cran- 
dall and Ayiing voiced rbc frus- 
tration at the delay in getting 
approval for their deal. They 
placed the blame on their rivals. 

“The footdragging is directly 
attributable to the activities of 
some competitors who have 
made a variety of misleading 
claims about our proposal.'’ Mr 
Crandall thundered. He was es- 
pecially abrasive about United 
Airlines, which has just forged 


a code-sharing agreement with 
Lufthansa. Thai Airways and Air 
Canada, called the Star Al- 
liance, Lhat by most measures will 
eclipse the BA-AA embrace. 

“The United Airlines position 
in all of this has been particu- 
larly hypocritical,” Mr Crandall 
said. Mr Ayiing meanwhile 
attacked Mr Branson for stirring 
controversy on slot overcrowd- 
ing at Heathrow while he has re- 
cently acquired landing rights for 
new US services from Sabena. 

In its opinion, the GAO un- 
derlines its concern about the 
competitive impact of the al- 


liance by saying that “to insure 
increased competition, the oth- 
er major US airlines that fly 
international would need to 
serve Heathrow from their prin- 
cipal hubs”. 

Under the existing US-UK 
aviation agreement, only Amer- 
ican Airlines and United Airlines 
are granted the aU-prcdous land- 
ing rights at Heathrow. Howev- 
er, approval of the BA-AA deal 
by the US Department ofTrans- 
port remains contingent on the 
successful conclusion of nego 
tiatons for anew, more liberal in- 
ter-governmental package. 


Pearson leads 
race for US deal 
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Pearson is emerging as the 
frontrunner to buy Institution- 
al Investor, a US fin uncial mag- 
azines group, after une of the 
other hidders. Euromoncv. the 
acquisitive magazine publisher 
and conference organiser, is 
thought to hu\c pulled out of 
the auction. 

Euromoney, which is con- 
trolled by the Daily Mail & 
General Trust, is understood to 
have quit the race to buy its US 
competitor after deciding the 
asking-price was too high! 

But the cost of the business, 
which is owned hy Whit Disney, 
has not deterred "other bidders, 
and it is believed that- Pearson 
may end up splashing out up lo 
S-OOm |i:l 23m) for (he group. 
According In sources, most of- 
fer* from other hidders are ex- 
pected lo he in the region of 
5l7Wm. 51 " 

Around five companies are 
expected lo put in second bids 
by „exi Monday. There has 
been w idespread speculation in 
the US press about Pearson's i 
challengers. Those likeiv to 
have shown an interest include 
toe Canadian-owned Thomson 
corporation and Reuters. 

Pearson's new chief executive. 
Majnrie Sairdinn. is herself a 
Tetan and is known m he keen 


to expand in the US. Editions 
of the Economist and the fi- 
nancial Tunes have already been 
launched in the US. A substan- 
tial acquisition would appease 
the City, which has been wait- 
ing impatiently for news, since 
Ms Scardino took the helm it 
the beginning of the year. 

Institutional Investor pub- 
lishes a magazine of the same 


-■ura executives „h 

es chargee 




"lent to 


lishes a magazine of the same ^ ° Sue tobftrpft i 

title and newsletters. It also or- ^ p. rr . _ \ 

ganises business seminars and* . h, na| -/.■..’• /'■'V ‘ , . ; . _ 

conferences. Earomoney, whidi • V. ' t r i ’ ^ ■ rxs 

as it unveiled record -results last 1 : 

month, said it was keen to ac- b Sfl| -- , . . - -v -.^v 

quire, is a direct competitor. a Mht «. 1 il 


as it unveiled record -resulis last 
month, said it was keen to ac- 
quire, is a direct competitor. 
However, die Ofy will not be 
surprised that the company has 
taken its approaches no further, 
as it has traditionally purchased 
smaller concerns. 
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business 


No firecrackers on mergers policy. That’s a relief 


A fter flash Gordon, flat Margaret. No one 
t^T/irpposed the President of the Board of 


6, 


-• 




- 


'In its last three years 
in opposition. Labour 
consulted every last 
comer of the business 
community about 
what it should do 
when it got to power. 
"Hie answer, now that 
ft has finally arrived 
• s » er, yet more 

consultation’ 


Trade would produce the same firecrackers 
as the Chancellor, but even so herfirstbigpol- 
^^eech setting °utwhat New Labour means 
tor business was not expected to be quite such 
a damp squib. In its last three years in oppo- 
sition. Labour consulted eveiy last corner of 
the business community about what it should 
■ke 1 St 10 power. The answer, now that 
it has finally arrived is, er, yet more consul- 
tation, though this time on a grand scale and 
dressed up with the buzzwords of modern day 
business-speak. Stand by for the Benchmark 
for Britain, the Export Forum, the Compet- 
itiveness Summit and something called 
Flexibility Plus. 

If this ail sounds faintly redolent of the days 
when Michael “National Champions" Hes- 
elune was running the show in Victoria 
Street, don’t be too surprised. Although Mrs 
Beckett casually referred to Hezza’s two 


competitiveness white papers as “political 
stunts", she is eaflv oretiarins her own white 


paper on the subject, aided by a Competi- 
tiveness Audit, an Advisory Group on Com- 
petitiveness and a series of Competitiveness 
Working Parties. Get the point or do we have 
to Labour it? Competitiveness is going to be 
right there at the top of the agenda. 

Beyond this all-embracing but hopelessly 
vague pledge, what else is there. Vfcll, for the 
time being Mrs Beckett seems to be better at 
deciding what die isn't going to do than what 
she is going to do. Thus, there will be no 


changes in merger policy or the present bur- 
den of proof, nor will there be any changes 
to the bodies that execute competition policy 
beyond some tinkering at the edges with the 
OFT and MMC- For that much we can be 
thankful It was Mrs Beckett who only six 
months ago wanted to force hostile bidders 
to demonstrate that their takeovers were in 
the public interest as opposed merely to not 
being against it 

Happily, wiser counsels have prevailed in 
the form of Gordon Borne, who has been 
chairing Labour’s committee of wise men 
e x a m i n i n g competition policy. 

Mrs Beckett’s commitment to flexible 
labour markets, and her promise that support 
for the Social Chapter will not extend to 
importing German and French social security 
costs, are all be to welcomed. But her single 
most important announcement was that 
mergers policy will continue to be guided by 
competition considerations. Relief all round. 


It’s too late for second 
thoughts on Eurofighter 


A chmrtg! Spitfire! And in more ways than 
iione. The RAF wants the Eurofighter be- 


cause it is a kind of modern day Spitfire, and 
while its original militar y purpose, to shoot 
down the fighters protecting Russian nuclear 
bombers, has long since vanished, there is no 
doubt that this is a wonderful piece of tech- 
nology that the RAF oould justifiably feet proud 


of Our kids are going toget 230 of the blighters, 
even under Labour, which, British Bulldog-Bee, 
is backing this questionable project as vigor- 
ously as die previous government 

The Germans like it ... Well actually they 
don't like h at all really. They don't want h, 
they don't need it, and it threatens only to 
make a bad budgetary position look even 
worse. But in the spirit of European co-oper- 
ation, they are going to back it nevertheless. 
At least that’s whatthe German Defence Min- 
ister, Vblker Riiebe. told his British counter- 
part, George Robertson yesterday. Apparently 
he’s been assured that the money will be there 
by Theo WiigeL the German Finan ce Minis- 
ter. So that’s alright then. Whether this assur- 
ance came before or after the shenanigans 
about German gold reserves is anyone’s 
guess. It seems to be the Bundesbank that calls 
the shots in Germany these days, not Mr 
WaigeL and the Bundesbank appears rather 
less committed to the cause of European inte- 
gration than the German government. 

Whatever the case, we must for the time 
being assume that Mr Ruehe is as good as his 
word and the Germans are definitely in. If the 
Eurofighter worsens yet further the state of 
Germany’s public finances in the run-up to 
monetary union, so be it AD of which must 
come as a mighty relief to the British Gov- 
ernment. for whatever the merits or otherwise 
of the project, there is no doubt that we in 
Britain are now in it so deep that even if our 


New Labour masters (sorry, servants) did want 
to withdraw, they would find it very hard. 


We’ve already spfiM £5bn out of the £15bp 

it wffl eventually cost us, thousands of hi-tedi 

jobs as well as the future of our aerospace 
industry rely on it, and while you can a rgd e 
about the military purpose of this extraordi- 
nary piece of machinery, the RAF certainly 
needs something for its pilots to fly in the 
millennium. In other words, as for as we m 
Britain are concerned, it’s too late for second 

thoughts. If the Germans pull out, h will cost 

us even more. „ , 

So let’s hope that Mr Ruehe is right about 
July 11, when the German cabinet meets to 
dicnicc the budget, and that in the hunt for 
further spending cuts to replace the now 
banned gold reserves wheeze, the Eurofigjtier 
is not pgain to be the victim. 


Insider dealing should 
stay a criminal offence 


A Kstair Darling, Chief Secretary fo the Trea- 
/\sury, has long favoured turning insider 
dealing from a criminal into a cfvi 1 offence, 
so reports that he is actually gomg to do so in 
the forthcoming Financial Services Bill to 
create the super-SlB should not come as much 
of a surprise. 

However, it is one tiling to say something 
fashionable white in Opposition, quite another 

. - l — - — «■-- U Whttf* 


to do it when ac tuall y in Government. While 
any such move would 


recognise the practi- 
calities and difficulties associated with address- 
ing insider dealing, it would also to many Old 


“ 15 somethingof a 
ignition of the prind- 

altocether tUff 5 ° nC ^ ^ 0r l ^ e P°° r an 
altogether different one for the nch 

imPariSfl S? 1 "* Side ’ insider deal- 

Jw^Sa» CnCe * 0UId ““ the burden of 

hSSphMnfh more such cases to be 
brought to the courts. On the negative side 

She ^imprisonment 

2l P ? pl ? s . n ^ L 10 brand offenders of 
this sort as cramnals. Social seen ri tv cheats 
would rootmue to be treated as the’ thieves 
ar c» financial ones would escape with a 
fine and a ban. This not goodeoousti 
and it is certainly not what sodety demands. 

In any case, it is no, at all dear that trans- 
forming the offence into a civil one would 
make it any easier to deal with the real 
endemic problem of insider dealing. This is 
not the hundreds of small to medium sized 
rases which each year founder on lack of evi- 
j ® r , e law's inability adequately to 
define the entne, but the big professional City 
reader dealing rings, operating furtively 
behind the cover ofoCfehore immunity. Here 
me problem is not one of prosecution, but that 
of discovery and investigation. Even in civil 
proceedings, it would not be possible to 
bringa case on circumstantial evidence alone. 

Abandoning criminal sanctions in favour of 
civil ones is not the solution. Rather it is in 
beefing up powers of investigation, allowing 
regulators to mourn undercover operations, 
tap phones and the like. Only then will the real 
villains start to be brought to book. 
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Power suppliers 
will have to offer 


Share options for 5,000 at British Energy 


same price for all 


t 


Michael Harrison 
and Chris Godsmark 


*■ . 


Power suppliers were facing a 
further clampdown yesterday 
after being warned that they 
would not be allowed to pass the 
windfall tax on to consumers and 
would have to offer the same 
prices to all customers when full 
competition hits the electricity 
and gas markets next year. 

John Battle, the Energy Min- 
ister, made it dear that suppli- 
ers would not be allowed to 
cherry-pick the most lucrative 
customers by offering special 
discounts only to those paying 
by direct debit. 

Meanwhile. Professor Stephen 
Uttlechfld, the electricity indus- 
try regulator, said he would not 
be prepared to amend price 
controls to allow the cost of the 
windfall levy to be met through 
% higher bills. “I don’t start with the 
7 presumption that I need to do 
that. The aim of the levy is not 
to tax customers,” he said. 

Mr Battle’s move follows 
growing concern at the wide dif- 
ferences in charges in compet- 
itive gas trial areas between 
poorer households on pre-pay- 
ment meters and those who pay 
by direct debit. Thrifts from one 
independent supplier were 34 


per cent lower for direct debit 
payers than for those with pre- 
payment meteis, compared with 
a 14 per rent spread with British 
Gas Trading. 

Mr Battle said the threat of 
“fuel poverty 7 ' was still a very real 
issue. “Soda! obligations must 
not be allowed to fall between the 
cracks ... If competition doesn't 
deliver a better deal for those 
who need it most I do not believe 
it will have delivered at alL" 

He said he had already told 
Professor UrtlecftiJd to start a 
review in the electricity market 
and would be doing the same 
with Clare Spottiswoode,thegas 
regulator. 

Mr Battle also told the regional 
eJectriaty companies they risked 
a arias erf confidence if they made 
a mess of introducing competi- 
tion into the domestic market. 
“Those targets were set eight 
years ago. I want them to be met. 
J want no wrong bills and I want 
the timetable to be met.” He said 
RECs that were not ready next 
year would fere tough financial 
penalties, while those that suc- 
ceeded would receive rewards. 

Jim Forbes, chief executive of 
Southern Electric, insisted it 
was more important to ensure 
no customers were hit by com- 
s.“lfit 


puter biffing problems. “If it’s six 


or seven months late it's still a 
triumph for the UK because it 
takes us years ahead of the rest 
of the world." Southern said its 
computer systems would be 
ready for testing in January 
1998, despite being singled out 
by the regulator last week for not 
keeping up with the timetable. 

Southern yesterday blamed 
an 11 percent drop in profits to 
£255 .5m on price controls from 
the regulator and higher interest 
charges associated with last yearns 
share buyback. The group 
pledged to spend £100m on 
seven small gas generating plants. 

Meanwhile Offer’s annual 
report for 1996 shows that al- 
though complaints continue to 
fall nationally they rose by 25 
per cent in die case of three 
RECs - Northern, Norweb and 
London. In Northern’s case, 
complaints have increased for 
three years running. Professor 
Littlechild said he had asked 
Northern, Swalec and London 
to demonstrate how they in- 
tended to improve performance 
after a doubling in complaints 
about quality of supply. 

The total number of discon- 
nections meanwhile fell by 43 
per cent to 477 with all regions 
apart again from Northern re- 
porting a decrease. . 



Chris Godsmark 


Around 5,000 employees of 
British Energy, the privatised 
nuclear generator, are to receive 
at least 1,000 share options for 
the first time next month, worth 
a minimum of almost £1,500 at 
yesterday’s dosing share price. 

The group also revealed a 
£l_5bn deal with British Nuclear 
Fuels (BNFL) to cover much of 
its outstanding fuel reprocessing 
liabilities, which will save British 
Energy £10m a year. The re- 


Bob Hawley: Said executives would also receive share options for the first time 


re advanced gas cooled reac- 
tors at fixed prices, which would 
pass some of the risk in the con- 
tracts over to BNFL British En- 
ergy raised its accrued liabilities 
for reprocessing and decom- 
missioning by £53m last year to 
£3.8bn. 

The share option scheme 
came a year after privatisation 
which has seen British Energy 
shares surge from their flotation 
value of I05p on the back of 
generous dividend payments 
guaranteed by the government. 

All staff will receive 1.000 
share options from 15 July at the 
current share price on that day. 
If they stay with the company 
they will be able to exercise the 
options in three years' time, 
making a profit if the price 
then is higher than the price 
now. Employees with more than 
five years’ service will receive 
more options up to a maximum 
of 2000 shares. 

Mike Kiiwan. finance dir- 
ector, said such as broad 
scheme was “very unusual". 
He continued: “It’s much more 
driven by out belief that em- 


ployees are properly motivated 
if they are properly incen- 
ri vised.” Asda, the supermarket 
group, is one of the few large 
UK companies that have ex- 
tended share option schemes to 
all employees as opposed to oth- 
er save-as-you-eam schemes. 

Bob Hawley, the chief exec- 
utive, said board executives 
would also receive share options 
for the first time, along with 
other senior managers. He 
declined to spell out details of 
their scheme, except to say it 
would be linked to performance 
targets, though he said more 
detailed would be given at 
British Energy's annual share- 
holders’ meeting on 18 July. 

Mr Hawley, who was paid a 
basic salary of £207,000 in the 
year to March, said the execu- 
tive scheme would not be "ab- 
normal”. He added: ""We are 
lean cats really." The group said 
it had no plans for a long-term 
incentive plan on top. 

British Energy yesterday an- 


nounced its first set of profits 
3fi 


for the year to March of £36m 
after lax. compared with pro- 
forma losses the previous year 


of £155m. The shares rose 9p to 
ain below 


148p, though they remain I 
their peak of 163-5p. 

Efficiency savings helped to 
lift profits, with the Sizewell B 
reactor running with an 81 per 
cent load factor, including statu- 
tory cut-offs for safely checks. 
The company increased its 
share of the energy market 
from 19 to 21 per cent. The cost- 
cutting programme continued, 
with 484 staff leaving to bring 
the workforce down to 5,940. 
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Westminster buys nine nursing homes 


In a further shake-out of the nursing home sector. Westminster 

Healthcare is buying ail the nursing home interests of Pr« uie 
• > • i _ _ hptilfh insurance. for 


i uujrmg on uiv _ - 

UK’s largest provider of long-term private 
£22.6m cash. The "" 


f J 


tiiom earn, me deal to buy PPP’s nine homes, plus two under 

construction, substantially increases Westminster s sb are ot the 
lucrative private pay market. Seven of the homes, which are based 
in th* enirth Raw cpHUrwitained assisted-living buildings attached. 




adding to Westminsters sucim • 

executive of Westminster, said: “We were particularly interested 
in these units. Home care is the growth market in the L S. 
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Former Nomura executives charged 


31* 


l 
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Prosecutors charged Nomura Securities, Japan’s largest broker- 
age and two former top executives with legally com Pf^“f 
aWngster for £264,000 m trading losses. The charges weremade 
against against Shimpei Matsuld and Nobuttfa 
former managing directors. These are the first ebargra joarne 
from the scandal, which has widened to include Dai-Ichi Kangyo 
Bank, the nation's third-laigest bank. Ryuichi Ko2ke, 54, a repu 

blackmailer, botiowed £141m from the bMfc part of 
ShU! used to buy 300,000 shares m Nomura and the < other 
d£?hmkera£<£ according to the Ministry of Finance. Then he 

a « ■a°rt hash money fre™ 

Nomura, prosecutors alle. 
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The Israrfi for losses caused by 

local and lnternattonaiw^o ffle ^ has been 

smokmg-relaied ^ ^ Israel in a matter of weeks,” 

legal jjea™ * sull lo°tog mt° « ^ m gh. 
come- up with other figures. 




Shares in Frost dived by 29p j station group would 

.only he smibff to the p^J^ipetition between Esso 

-p^^tuen^t^ pe^pn« for 

l^^nwopmton, toa r ®J^^ i aige st supermarket group 

R» Mining plans ‘super pit 
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, granted a Coal Authority licence to draw 

_ _JS aftainl ST« 

in the East ™ ^ RJB 

g ide^O minin^relat^jobsfo^ge^ m3JioQ tonus; of 

coalfield 20 years ago. 


Orange boosts services 
in mobile phone battle 


Cathy Newman 


Orange yesterday fired more 
shots in the intense battle be- 
tween the four mobile phone 
networks, with a range of en- 
hanced services to reduce costs 
and improve services to con- 
sumer and business users. 

The company announced 
new optioas for customers 
aimed at “allowing the many to 
talk to the many”. The services, 
to be launched over the next few 
weeks, include moves to indi- 
rectly reduce prices by letting 
more people share bills. Con- 
ference call options and a fccaKiy 
to message large numbers of 
users are also bemg introduced. 

The developments follow 
comments earlier this week by 
Vodafone, the largest British 
mobile operator, that profits 
would continue to be hit by in- 
tense competition in the mobile 
telephony industiy. Only last 


week One 2 One, the smallest 
of the four networks, intro- 
duced price packages which it 
said undercut its competitors. 

A spokesman for Orange de- 
nied the move was a further 
bout of the price war, but said: 
“These services save customers 
money and make Orange more 
money." 

The first offering, launched 
yesterday, is Orange Group 
Answer Phone, which enables 
voice messages to be sent to 25 
- different mobfle phones at the 
same time and for the cost of a 
single caR Group text messag- 
ing will follow next month. 

Orange Conference Call will 
allow six people to talk to each 
other at the same time and Or- 
ange TMkshare Plus, an exten- 
sion of the Tklkshare promotion 
last November, gives up to 50 
customers the chance to share 
a bill, benefiting from an in- 
creased number of "bundled” 


minutes in the month- 

ly charge. 

Although the news emerged 
too late for shares to react, City 
analysts said Orange was build- 
ing on its reputation for inno- 
vative services. Jim McCafferty, 
teleco mmunic ations analyst at 
ABN Amro Hoare Govett, said 
Orange was enhancing its of- 
fering rather than cutting prices. 
“Orange has been renowned for 
its innovative service since in- 
ception,” he said. adding dial as 
competition in the market hot- 
ted up, phone operators bad to 
find points of difference. 
“There won’t be much differ- 
ence in coverage by the end of 
next year, so operators have got 
to differentiate themselves in 
terms of products, marketing, 
packaging, price structuring 
and so on." 

New tariffs will be published 
for the Tklkshare service near- 
er launch. 


Advisers bail out Tradepoint 


Sameena Ahmad 



eieCuUUit. auoj*. o~» . . 

saved itself from the adminis- 
trators bv raising interim nmds 
of £775,000 and says it trill se- 
cure long-term financing before 
the end of next month. The 

placing ofl^mfllionstanawffi 

at a knock-down price of 50p 
each. 33 per cent below yester- 
day’s 75p closing pnee. 

The AIM-listed group was 
rescued by its nominated ad- 
S, WUiams de Broe. thE 
week after admitting 

had feSed to secure long-term 

FmnDcieg in time to satisfy ite 
Williams has waived 


the fee for raising the interim 
cash, but has renegotiated its 
warrants in the company on sub- 
stantially improved terms. 

Gary Levin, corporate fi- 
nancier at Williams, said the 
company dearly needed to raise 
' substantially more cash longer 
term. That amount is likely to 
be around £9m-£10m. 

Mr Levin played down sug- 
gestions that the group would 

be unable to raise the money in 

time: "There have been ex- 
pressions of interest, but we are 
not that far down the road. We 
are hopeful of securing some- 
thing by the end of July. We are 
in discussions,” he said. 

Michael Waller-Bridge, 


Tradepoint’s chief executive 
said: ‘fro one can ever be 100 


per centsure of anything but we 
are fully confident.” In a com- 
plicated restnicturingwhich ac- 
companied the placing, all five 
Tradepoint directors have 
agreed not to be paid for two 
months. Half of their deferred 
salary will be used to buy Trade- 
point shares at 50p each, equal 
to 5 per cent of the company. 

A bonus scheme, based on 
cash-flow targets, that would 
have given directors shares equal 
to 30 per cent of the company, 
has been scaled back to 5 per 
cent Mr Levin said that level was 
"not appropriate for a company 
looking for long-term investors”. 
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IT GIVES 


PARTICULAR benefits 

OF MOTIVATION 



BOTH TO sTxff AND 


MANAGEMENT 


Rosalia Wilson . Wilson Kianair 
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Rosarra Wilson and over 30,000 other 
employers already Insist on the AAT for their 
accountancy training at technician level. 

The AATs Education and Training 
Scheme is available at more than 450 
training centres in the UK Many Employers 
also choose to train their staff in-house, 
with the AATs support and approval 

AAT students look' forward to a 
professional qualification, the chance to 
enjoy all the benefits, rapport and scams 
of being a Member of die Association of 
Accounting Technicians (MAAT). 

For proven quality and staff who can 
deliver, think AAT. 

Find oat how the AAT can help you 


with yonr accountancy training needs. 
Call Wendy James on 0171-814 6994 or 
post the coupon today. 
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FTost TOi Wendy Jtmn. Awdaiion 
| Ar rooming Teriulctam. 154 OrrkcnwrO Road. 
> London ECIR 5AD. 
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AAT - Accounting for the Future 
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Slaveley to cut more 
jobs and sell division 


NFC on a slow road to recovery 


Cathy Newman 


Staveley Industries, the mea- 
surement, mechanical engi- 
neering and minerals company, 
yesterday announced further 
job cuts and the sale of one of 
its divisions in an attempt to 
stave off further losses. 

Roy Hitchens, chief executive 
of Staveley, said he was press- 
ing ahead with plans to sell the 
measurement division and 
hoped to complete a sale by the 
end of this year. 

As part of a move to make the 
business more attractive to 
potential buyers, 50 employees 
in the bagging systems section, 
Chronos Richardson, are to be 
made redundant at a cost of 
around £lm. During a restruc- 


turing of the business two years 
ago nearly 200 jobs were axed. 

Mr Hitchens said “between 
10 and 20" companies bad ex- 
pressed an interest in Staveley 
Measurement and more serious 
discussions would proceed with 
a few shortly. While he would 
prefer to sell to a single bidder, 
be said he would consider 
breaking up the division. 

Chronos Richardson lost 
£5m in the year to the end of 
March and dragged profits in 
Staveley Measurement down 
from £52xa to £Z6m. 

Group profit before tax for 
the year to the end of March, 
announced yesterday, plunged 
28 per cent to £I6.dm. Besides 
the problems in the measure- 
ment operation, the results 


were bit by £4.7m of reorgani- 
sation costs. Earnings per share 
fell 40 per cent to 9.8p. 

Mr Hitchens said he was 
optimistic about prospects for 
the rest of the group, pointing 
to an agreement signed with 
United Gas to store natural gas 
in salt cavities. 

Analysts expect the sale of the 
measurement business to fetch 
between £30m and £40m but Mr 
Hitchens did not riile out a 
rights issue to fund future ac- 
quisitions “in the long term”. 

Some analysts said that while 
the future did look “more in- 
teresting" if Staveley managed 
to sell the measurement side, 
the company was looking vul- 
nerable to takeover. The shares 
dropped 6p yesterday to 1663p. 


N FC, the old National Freight 
Corporation, is taking a while 
to respond to the treatment 
being meted out by new manage- 
ment. Geny Muiphy, the chief 
executive brought in by chairman Sir 
Christopher Bland, has been wrestling 
for the past two years with what is 
probably the world's largest and most 
restructured transport and removals 
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another pension credit of around 
£21m, would put the shares on a 
forward price-earnings ratio of 13. The 


yield of 6.9 per cent provides solid 
support but the shares are not to be 


group. 

But the shares, up 0-5p at 12S.5p, 
have stubbornly refused to respond, 
underperforming the rest of the 
market by 58 per cent since the be- 
ginning of 1994. Yesterday’s new 
round of exceptional charges and con- 


support but 
chased. 


Heal's designer 
look impresses 


turning losses m Europe must count as 
.a further disappointment on the long 


Warning 
from Allied 
Colloids 


Directors net £22m 
in Atlas takeover 


Sameena Ahmad 


Magnus Grimond 


A warning from Allied CoDoids 
that profits could be hit bv the 


that profits could be hit by the 
current strength of the pound 
yesterday took the shine off the 
group's first results since the 
record $390m f£233m) purchase 
of the CPS Chemical Company 
of New Jersey last year. The 
shares slipped U5p to 1285p, but 
remain above the 118ptermsof 
December's cash call. 

Announcing a 50 percent rise 
in profits to £54. 6m for the 12 
months to March. David Farrar, 
chief executive, said the recent 
significant changes in exchange 
rates would have hit profits by 
£5m had they applied through- 
out the year. He warned that 
“clearly" [they] will have a 
negative impact on profit in the 
current year". 

However, he forecast ex- 
change rate effects would not af- 
fect the company's competitive 
position and said he was 
“pleased” with the performance 
of CPS since January and the 


Four directors of Atlas Con- 
verting Equipment will net 
£22.4m following the £86m 
agreed cash bid for the company 
from Valmet, the Finnish in- 
dustrial group. 

The directors, who own 26 
per cent of the company, in- 
clude founder and chairman 
Chris Rogers, who has a 17 per 
cent stake in Atlas and will make 
£15m from the deal. All the di- 
rectors wfli slay on as part of the 
enlarged company. . 

The bid values each Atlas 
share at S15p, a 26 percent pre- 
mium to the pre-bid price. 


Shares in the group, which is 
one of the world's largest man- 
ufacturers of rewinders for plas- 
tics, closed 160p up at 807 -5p. 

Mr Rogers said Atlas was 
looking to expand its interna- 
tional business. Valmet s strong 
international base and its ex- 
cellent fit with the company's ex- 
isting businesses made it an 
ideal partner. 

Marti Sundbeig, president 
of Valmet, which designs and 
malms machines used in the pa- 
per and pulp industry, said: 
“Atlas's operations are com- 
plementary to Valmet's and 
both are aimed at developing in- 
ternational markets." 


Company Results 


progress in realising synergies. 
CPS chipped in £3.9m profits to 


CPS chipped in £3.9m profits to 
these figures. The original 
operations saw gross margins 
rise from 36 to 39 per cent on 
reduced raw material costs, im- 
proved manufacturing effi- 
ciency and stable sales prices. 
The group warned raw material 
costs would increase again, led 
by propylene-based products. 
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Pre-tax £ 
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.a further disappointment on the long 
road to recovery. 

The “dean” pre-tax profits of 
£50.1m for the six months to March, 
representing a 13 per cent rise on the 
restated figure for the comparable 
period, were respectable enough. But, 
despite Sir Christopher’s confident 
assertion that the group is now out of 
the woods, it is clear there is still plenty 
of work to be done. 

Yet another reorganisation pro- 
gramme, accounting for a £49m charge 
m these figures, will see some 60 prop- 
erties go in the UK, a management 
shake-up in Europe and the loss of 
some 500 to 600 jobs overall The £39m 
cash cost of the plan is expected to be 
recouped from savings in the first two 
full years. 

But there must remain doubts that 
the Augean stables have been fully 
cleaned at NFC. Yesterday's disposals 
look sensible, but further pruning 
may be needed on the Continent, 
where losses climbed from £4J m to 
£53m in the half year. And while 
profits were -up a strong 12 per cent 
to £39.1m in the UK, the decision to 
relinquish three large yet unprofitable 
contracts with Whitbread, Homebase 
and Boots suggests the market remains 
tough. Indeed, NFC has lost as many 
contracts as it has won in the home 
market of late. 

The question is what the group will 
now do with the net cash of £168m it 
will be left with after the disposals and 
reorganisation. It will be ungeared by 
the year end and Sir Christopher 
would be comfortable spending up to 
£200m on expansion in automotive 
parts, electronics and consumer goods 
in expanding markets such as North 
America and Asia, where NFC is 
achieving growth rates of up to 36 per 
cent. 

Management will have to tread 
extra carefully to a void the wild 
spending spree in Europe at the turn 
of the decade which led to many of the 
current problems. Meanwhile, the 
Chancellor's expected attack on tax 
credits could cut the Windfalls NFC has 
been gleaning from its overfunded pen- 
sion scheme. 

Full-year profits of £1 15m, including 


H eal's, the Queen's favourite 
upmarket furnishings store, 
looks well placed to cash in 
on its London base. With City 


on its London base. With City 
bonuses increasing, house moves in 
the South-east rising fast and wind- 
fall gains to come, the group’s tar- 
get market of 25 to 45-year-old 
professionals can afford to splash out 
on Heal's designer look. 

Floated at 175p in March, the 
group’s maiden results were im- 
pressive. Sales for the six months to 
March rose 22 per cent to £13J2m, 
with like-for-like growth of 18 per 
cent. 

This compares with around 3 per 


cent from DF5 Ftxminxre, which oc- 
cupies the more downmarket end of 
the market. Heal’s underlying prof- 
its rose 37 per cent to £1.7m and a 
dividend is promised at the full year 

St There is little left to do in London 
and the South. The group will spend 
around £lm this year to finish, the re- 
vamp of its flagship store in London’s 
Tottenham Court Road and £lm next 
year to refit the Guildford shop, 
which is takin g £ioo less in sales per 
square foot than the £360 achieved 
at the other two outlets. 

The real test will be rolling out the 
brand across Britain. A similar at- 
tempt failed in the 1980s, when the 
group was part of Storehouse and 
had a dowdier image. 

But with the brand now stronger, 
chief executive Colin Pilgrim's plans 
for cautious expansion - one new 
store a year for the next eight years 
- look workable. The first, in 1998, 
will be either Manchester or Glas- 
gow, with Dublin, Newcastle and 
Leeds also planned. Mail order 
looks another fruitful area for 
growth. 


There are risks. Any blow to con- 
sumer confidence would hurt and 
whether Heal’s goes down well in the 
North is unproven. 

The forecast by brokets SGST of 
profits of £1.95m for the full year put 
the shares, unchanged at W4.5jj, on 
a forward multiple of 17. Coin- 


a forward multiple of 17. Com- 
pared with Harvey Nichols on well 
over 20 times, that looks reasonable 
value. 


Mixed outlook at 
British Energy 


D espite the generous share op- 
tions dished out by British En- 
ergy to staff and directors 
yesterday, the outlook for sharehold- 
ers in the privatised nuclear generator 
is distinctly mixed. 

News of the £1.5bn deal to settle 


most of rhe group's outstanding de- 
commissioning liabilities with re- 


commissioning liabilities with re- 
processor BNFL was encouraging. 


processor BNFL was encouraging, 
nominally adding an immediate £10m 
to profits. 

It was this, rather than British En- 
ergy’s widely expected firet profits, 
which sent the partly-paid shares 9p 


high er to 148p . 
The after-tax 


NFC: At a glance 


Market value: £896m, share price 128.5p 

Trading record 1994 1995 1996 1996 1997 

, Rill year x ^ Half year 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 106 38.6 105 45.4 53.3 


3S.6 105 45.4 53.3 




Dividends per share (p) 7.1 7.1 7.1 2.5 

Operating profit tm Share price pence 
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the alter- tax surplus tor the 12 
months to the end of March came in 
at £36m, up from losses of £155m be- 
fore. The company confirmed a total 
dividend for the year of 13.7p, giving 
a yield of 7 per cent 

British Energy has raised efficiency 
at its generating stations, which sell ail 
they can produce through, base load 
contracts. 

On top, it has found plenty of effi- 
ciency savings in the shape of 1,500 job 
cuts, roughly a third of which have al- 
ready been made. With at least three 
head offices, there are no doubt more 
savings to come. 

Yet the question for investors look- 
ing for a high yield remains whether 
to go for British Energy, with pro- 
jections suggesting a relatively lowly 
5 per cent real terms growth in pay- 
outs over the next few years, or the 
faster-growing National Power or 
PowerGen. 

The answer would be dear if British 
Energy were to use its strong balance 
sheet either to distribute cash to in- 
vestors or rnakf* eamings-enhancing ac- 
quisitions. 

But there are problems. Firstly, the 
gearing of 17 per cent ignores the vast 
£3_8bn decommissioning liabilities. 

Secondly, the group has, like the gen- 
erators, run up against difficulties in 
its diversification strategy. 

After the BNFL deal, forecasts have 
been raised from £85m to around 
£96m. 

A dividend for 1997-98 of 14jp 


mm 


would give a forecast yield of 7.4 per 
cent. Hold on. 
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The Blair bloom has faded. 
Footsie has fallen for the past 
six sessions, losing L 23.5 points 
“ the strength ebbed from 
financials and the stock mar- 
ket started to fret abut the 
Labour government and its 
first Budget. 

Airtough the index ended 
Only 0.7 points lower yesterday 
it experienced another volatile 
sesion, giving up a 28.1 gain. 

At their best level of the day 
blue chips did not look entirely 
confident. And when New 
rork confounded die experts 
oy opening sharply lower 
rootsie quickly went into 
ragged retreat. 

Since Labour swept to 
power Footsie has enjoyed a 
remarkable run, even achiev- 
ing its longest winning streak. 

It started the Labour reign 
at 4 , 436 , reaching a 4 , 693.9 
closing peak and even break- 
ing through 4,700 on occasions. 

The deepening fear is that 
the Chancellor, Gordon 


Brown, will heap more taxes on 
companies and discriminate 
against dividends. A £ 3 bn 
windfall tax is already dis- 
counted but a heavier windfall 
hit is not ruled oul 

Among blue chips British 
Aerospace, a possible windfall 
casualty, climbed 35 p to 
l, 252 . 5 p as calls for a Euro- 
fighter funding derision were 
heard in Germany, ahead of a 
meeting between Tony Blair 
and Helmut Kohl. And Mr 
Blair told Parliament the Gov- 
ernment was doing “every- 
thing we can to speed the 
Eurofighter project up". 

BT was another privatised 
group in form, gaining 7 jp to 
446 . 5 p. It was lined by rumours 
it was about to swoop for a 
stake in Tele Danmark and 
Government indications ihe 
ban will be lifted on the provi- 
sion Of enter tainm ent through 
the telephone network. 

Vodafone was the best 
performing Rxnsie constituent. 
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DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


up 1 lp to 282 - 5 p on its better- 
tban-expected figures. 

Banks had a more relaxed 
session with Barclays up 8 . 5 p 
to l, 170 p. Ha lifax rose S- 5 p to 
733 p, although a string of 
small late trades went through 
at up to 775 p, Volume was just 
over 9 million shares. 

HSBC firmed to l, 870 p with 
Charterhouse Tilney predict- 
ing the price couid hit £20 in 
the next three months. 

But Standard Chartered fell 
14 . 5 p to 928 p. SBC Warburg is 
expected to downgrade after 
meeting the company; in the 
meantime negative noises were 
thought to be coming from 
stockbroker Co llins Stewart. 

Insurances tended to give 


ground despite indications of 
a soaraway performance by 
Norwich Union when tradin g 
starts on Monday week. 

City Index, the bookmaker, 
has seen prices of up to 360 p 
projected, although the grey 
market level was around 350 p 
at the close. 

Norwich has put a price of 
240 p to 290 p on its oner with 
a 25 p discount for its members. 

Frost, the petrol retailer, 
fell 29 . 5 p to 90 p after a 
subdued trading statement 
from chairman James Frost 
who blamed Esso and Tesco for 
a flare up in the forecourts 
price war. 

De La Roe, the security 
printer, fell a further 22 p to 


399 . 5 p, lowest since 1991 , fol- 
lowing the latest set of poor 
figures. The price touched 
l, 052 p two years ago. 

Scottish & Newcastle, ex- 
pected to roll out profits of 
around £ 380 m, up from 
£ 308 m, next month was the 
weakest of the blue chips, tum- 
bling 18 . 5 p to 673 jp in a flat 
beer sector. Imperial Tbbacco 
wheezed 8J>p higher to 38 Q_ 5 p 
on Goldman Sachs support. 

Retailer Laura Ashley had 
another poor 'session. It gave 
up 5 p to 81 - 5 p, reflecting its 
uninspiring trading statement; 
Celltech, the drugs group, re- 
mained depressed after the 
scrapping of its septic shod; 
treatment, dropping 17 . 5 p to 
302 . 5 p. 

Takeover moves provided 
some bright spots; TLS, the ve- 
hicle hire group, at last sig- 
nalled the long mooted bid was 
near. The shares jumped 28p 
to 125 p. GE Capital of the US 
is keen to strike although 


Goode Durrani may barge in. 
TLS named no names, 
contenting itself with a state- 
ment it had received an 
approach. 

CNC Properties, up 2 p at 
783 p, duly confirmed a bid 
approach and also failed to 
identify the potential buyer. 
Wiggins, up UJ 25 p to 9 . 5 p, is 
rumoured to be the interested 
party. Atlas Converting 
jumped 160 p to 807 . 5 p as an 
815 p offer appeared and 
Shield Diagnostic rose 45 p to 
497 Jp on talk of a British 
Biotech strike. 

life Numbers held at 9 . 25 p. 
It is in talks which could pro- 
duce a reverse takeover. Lynx, 
off I 5 p to 105 . 5 p, said it could 
be the bidder for Kalamazoo 
Computer, down 5 p at 87 - 5 p. 

Dominion Energy came io 
life, up 2 Sp io I 2 p. The 
company, with interests in 
North America, is indirectly 
controlled by Middlesex, the 
metals group. 


Taking Stock 


CJLoss adjuster Pycraft & 
Arnold has set its sights on 
AIM presence. It hopes to 
raise £2m offering shares 
throngh adviser Grant 
Thornton and stockbroker 
Duriacher. Last year the 
company, with 29 offices and 
dealing with claims from 

aM-OOft 25 ™' ”“ ,de profits of 

DMondas, the second-time 
around computer venture for 
Tim Simon, rose lOp to 67 Sp. 
It has won contracts for its 
software product worth possi- 
bly more than £ 500 , 000 . The 
shares were floated in Octo- 
ber at 75 p. Mr Simon created 
Quotient, taken over for 
£ 27 . 7 m. 

ONord Anglia Education 
rose 7 p to 144 . 5 p, following 
City meetings. The private 
school operator is expanding 
its nursery operations with 
two recent openings. 
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Don’t be surprised if growth 
slows significantly next year 


T he omens for growth in 1997 
look encouraging. Household 
income growth has acceler- 
ated. the labour market is tighten- 
ing, house prices are rising and well 
over £30bn of building soaety wind- 
fells are due this year. An investment 
boom may already be underway. In 
the past six months its rate of an- 
nualised growth has been well into 
double digits and well in excess of 
the pace of consumption. 

In the current environment talk 
of a hard landing looks misplaced. 
However, we can see reasons why 
growth could slow sharply next year, 
surprising a consensus which is con- 
ditioned to believe the boom times 
have relumed. 

It is understandable if many 
commentators t hink the strength of 
the pound will not prove much of 
a hurdle for growth. Despite more 
than a 20 per cent rise In the ex- 



un- 


change rate, export volumes appear 
veil and 


to be holding up relatively wel 
the UK's trade position has yet to 
deteriorate significantly. This will 
give . the Bank of England even 
more reason to raise interest rates 
in defence of the inflation target 


However, to paraphrase mone- 
y, the exchange rate 


taiy ideology. 


affects the economy with "long 

na) 


David 

Owen 

The risk is that 
the hit on the 
real economy 
from exchange 
rate appreciation 
occurs as rate 
rises are biting 
and windfalls are 
fading from view 


the i 

til 1994 and 1995. The massive leap 
in exporters' profitability brought 
a delayed but powerful supply- 
side push into export markets. 

We find it unrealistic to assume 
that more than a 20 per cent ap- 
preciation in the exchange rate will 
not hit profits hard. Gross trading 
profits of all companies recently de- 
celerated significantly, partly on the 
track of a pick-up in whole econo- 
my unit labour costs. 

There also seems to be a degree 
of "money illusion" buflt into many 
analysts’ company profit projections. 
Assuming inflation averages 
per cent a year going forwards, nom- 
inal GDP will average at best 5 per 
cent a year ( 2 J per cent inflation 
plus 23 per cent trend growth). 
Over the longer term, earnings wifi 


have difficulty beating that bench- 
c Even without the ris 


for the high saving ratio lies with 
the labour market. Despite felling 
unemployment and evidence that 
average job tenure has picked up 
a little since recession, survey evi- 
dence suggests that job security has 
declined to record lows. 

In the past, falls in unemploy- 
ment were associated with a de- 
clining saving ratio. However, in the 
past felling unemployment did not 
coincide with rising job insecurity. 
If the UK continues following the 
US model employee morale is un- 
likely to continue deteriorating 
forever. However, by historic stan- 
dards it could remain very low. 

Work we have done at Dresdner 
KJeinwort Benson has identified the 
importance of equity withdrawal 
from the housing market for the con- 
sumer boom of the 1980s. Official 
data confirms there is no evidence 


mark. ! 


and variable lags". Conventions 
think ing seems to be that sterling 
strength is no substitute for higher 
interest rates in slowing the econ- 
omy- the manufacturing sector may 
be hit but this would be dwarfed by 
the strength of services. We would 
caution against such a sanguine view 
on the role of the currency. 

In our view, the relationship be- 
tween the exchange rate and the 
economy has changed. Increasing 
global competition has led to UK ex- 
porters being much more price 
takers in world markets. Profit mar- 
gins now do more adjusting to a 
change in the exchange rate. The 
chart shows what a dose relation- 
ship there has been between the ex- 
change rate and sterling export 
prices. Currency depreciations tend 
to be associated with rising sterling 
export prices and higher profit mar- 
gins. Currency appreciations are as- 
sociated with failing sterling export 
prices and lower profit margins. 


Sterling export prices are only 
now beginning to come under pres- 
sure. However, because of contracts 
and recognition lags in 1992 there 
was an interval before the devalu- 
ation led to higher sterling export 
prices. Looking at the net export 
performance, one would be for- 
given for thinking the 19 92 deval- 
uation did little to improve UK 
growth prospects. In reality, the cur- 
rency itself proved very helpful but 


rise in the 
j*e rate, profit downgrades 
would be in the pipeline. 

The risk is that the tut on the real 
economy from the exchange rate 
appreciation occurs as interest rate 
rises are biting and win dfalls are 
fading from view. We can see from 
the experience of the US that 
companies are now much quicker 
to address a squeeze on margins 
and a slowdown in order books. 
Next year would be a different sce- 
nario if unemployment started ris- 
ing again in tbe UK. Household 
income growth, a key driver for con- 
sumption trends and the housing 
market, could decelerate sharply. 

On a more general point, there 
seems little nsk of a consumer 
boom without a decisive fell in the 
saving ratio. This is as high now as 
in recession. Part of the explanation 


yet of equity withdrawal picking up. 
This is not ro surprising. In the past 


there has always been a long lag 
before rising house prices leu to 
equity withdrawal. A reduction in 


negative net equity might lead some 
ydebti 


Sterling export prices and exchange rate 
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individuals to repay debt at a slower 
rate or to stop repaying debL How- 
ever, others may use any improve- 
ment in income prospects to reduce 
their debts. 

The Bank of England's task has 
been made harder by the polarisa- 
tion that seems in evidence in the 
labour and housing markets. The top 
end of the housing market has re- 
covered sharply but the national per- 
formance is not so impressive and 
turnover is relatively very low. More- 
over, real wage growth per employ- 
ee remains relatively low. Excluding 
the bonuses paid to the finance sec- 
tor, real wages per employee are 
growing by not much more than 1 
per cent a year, compared to the 
long-term average of 2 per cenL 

It is the task of forecasters to try 
and identify structural breaks, which 
may have caused relationships which 
held true in the past to break down. 
We can identify several. We would 
not be surprised if economic growth 
slowed from over 3 per cent this year 
to under 2 per cent next 


The author is UK economist and di- 
rector at Dresdner KJeimvort Benson 


Galaxy lands a superstar, 
along with Billy Bunter 



■»-' sjr 


Robert Stigwood, the impresario 
best known for his productions of 
Jesus Christ Superstar, Grease and 
Evita, has been brought in by his 
friend, Christopher Moran, as 
non-executive chairman of Galaxy 
Media Corporation, the quoted 
TV programme maker and enter- 
tainment business which grew out 
of the old CSC investment trust. 
Its star programmes include 
Funky Bunker and Bonkers, for 
ITV, a pop video for Manchester 
United, and it recently bought the 
rights to Billy Bunter and Grey- 
friars School 

Mr Stigwood’s acceptance is 
something of a coup as he has no 
other current directorships. But 
for five years in the Seventies he 
ran the Robert Stigwood Organis- 
ation, a listed company which he 
eventually sold to FotyGraxn in 
1979. 

Mr Moran, who is the largest 
shareholder in Galaxy with 29 per 
cent of the company, has been 
appointed non-executive deputy 
chairman. Another big share- 
holder is Mike Mansfield, former 
host of the pop programme 
Supersonic and the chief executive 
is John Webber, a former vice- 
chairman of Mark McCormack’s 
International Management 
Group. He is building up the 
sporting events and agency side of 
the business. 

Mr Stigwood has an option 
over 350,000 ordinary shares 
exercisable within the next six 
months at lOOp a share. He is in 
the money immediately as the 
shares rose lOp to 170p yesterday, 
valuing the company which lost 
£474, ®0 in tbe 18 months to last 
June and has yet to pay a divi- 
dend in its current incarnation, at 
around £ 6 m. 
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for more than a year with Virgin 
and their tracker fund linked to 
the All Share index has under- 
performed Fidelity’s which tracks 
the Footsie,” he snarled. 
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Robert Stigwood: Behind Jesus 
Christ Superstar 1 and ‘E vita’ 


I hear that executives at Emap 
negotiating the saie of 14 business 
titles are encountering problems 
trying to dispose of a “people 
business". Employees at the publi- 
cations up for sale - which include 
Media Week and Press Gazette - 
were called to a "morale boost- 
ing" meeting this week. 

Tony Harris, managing director 
of Emap Media, addressed the 
assembled hacks who were, say 
insiders, in "combative" mood. 
Some pertinent questions from 
Mr Harris' hard-working staff 
alerted him to the feet that he 
was not the only one looking for • 
an escape from the magazines. 

Tbe answer to his dilemma | 
proved simple: “loyalty bonuses" ' 
for all those who agreed to stay 
with the magazines - for better or 
for worse - under new ownership. 
Funny he hadn't tried this partic- 
ular make of handcuff before. 
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Some nasty growls are reverberat- 
ing round the world of personal 
finance this week after Richard 
Branson's Virgin Direct group 
offered to pay all exit penalties 
charged by competing PEP man- 
agers on behalf of investors who 
switch their PEPS to Virgin be- 
fore IS July. 

lb underline the feet that rela- 
tively few investors know they can 
switch their PEPs without affect- 
ing their annual investment limits, 
Virgin has named 24 “PEP super- 


dogs", funds which have consis- 
tently failed to match the market 
sector in which they invest in three 
consecutive three-year periods. 

Tbe list includes two funds 
from Fidelity, the managers which 
rose to Virgin's challenge on 
management charges a couple of 
years ago. Then Virgin sent Freya 
Soanes, its fevourite "trolley dol- 
ly’*, to infiltrate a briefing and 
make a pleasing visual point. Vir- 
gin bad thought of dressing up a 
miserable pooch with a ball and 
chain labelled exit charges, but 
thought better of it, marketing di- 
rector TbnyWood said yesterday. 

But Fidelity’s Paul Kafka 
thinks Viigin’s latest effort sad 
and desperate. The two Fidelity 
funds named have bounced back 
into the top quartile in the past 
two years and they levy no exit 
charges, while Virgin’s has been 
losing hands down in the war to 
attract windfall investments. “You 
can’t hold your actual windfalls 


Colly Myers has been confirmed 
as group managing director of 
Psion, the personal organiser 
maker, following the decision to 
split the roles of chairman and 
chief executive as a result of the 
illness of David Potter. Mr Potter 
remains executive chairman and I 
am glad to hear he is in good 4 
heart and voice again. 

Mr Myers is one of the three 
employees who sat round a 
restaurant table in 1984 eating 
coffee and sandwiches and scrib- 
bling ideas on the napkins. Tbe 
need to find something cheaper jp.i 
and more convenient to store 
information led directly to the 
invention of the Psion Organiser, 
according to company folklore. 

Mr Myers is 42 and a South 
African and is unhappy to find his 
new responsibilities mean he will 
miss the Lord's Test match 
between England and Australia 
this month. 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 


Sterling 

Country 

Spot 1 month 

3 months 

Dollar 

Spot 

1 month 

3 montha 

D-Mark 

Spot 

US 

ttgBS 

13-11 

36-33 

1000 

_ 

_ 

Q57B3 

Canada 

12402 65-60 

181-173 

13757 

30-29 

86-84 

07955 

Germany 

Z8162 73-73 

241-231 

17284 

38-36 

H6-T12 

10000 

France 

34971 250-234 

736-706 

58320 

TB-114 

350339 

35723 

Italy 

27655 

20-18 

40-25 

15983 

155-225 

410-510 

982016 

.iapan 

ECU 

mt3 106-104 

310304 

TfiM 

56-55 

167-165 

67.15B2 

14427 28-25 

88-83 

11288 

14-B 

47-49 

05123 

Berlin 

58103 

18-13 

5044 

35680 

8565 

245-215 

206320 

Denmark 

10.724280-230 

830-730 

85855 

128-107 

390340 

36081 
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81573 S8-S2 

271-258 

19454 

42-40 

130-124 

11249 

Ireland 

10954 

3-2 

12-6 

14866 

85 

15-10 

03890 

Norway 

HJ525 330-280 

950-350 

71385 

163-B3 

453-402 

4.1279 

Spain 

23757 

21 -n 

6051 

14607 

8000 

1054,7 

844653 

Sweden 

12525 240-190 

750640 

77526 

106-81 

335-275 

44829 

Switzerland 

25524 97-90 

281-279 

14446 

5047 

149-143 

06353 
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2.1477 

9-3 

30-20 

13188 

3-5 

4-6 

07626 

Hong Kong 

12510 80-39 

194-137 

77433 

8-12 

22-Z7 

44776 

Malaysia 

New Zealand 

40972 

0-0 

00 

25160 

2l-24 

6286 

14549 

25637 

2-5 

2-14 

14515 

7-9 

31-33 

08393 
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8W75 

M 

M 

37505 

1-4 
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21687 
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23279 

0-0 

04) 
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Other Spot Rates 


Country 

Staring 

Dollar 

Country 

StMfng 

Dollar 

Argentina 

15285 

09999 
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138863 

852600 
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12.1712 

Oman 
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03852 
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17471 

10727 
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Russia 
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36729 

Forward rates quoted high to low are at a cSseount subtracJ tnsm spot rate 


Raw quoted low a high are at a premium: 

•Donor rates quoted as reciprocals 
For the latesl loreign eichange rates can 0881 123 3033 
Calls cost 50p per minute. 
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Interest Rates 


UK 
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US 
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Bond Yields 
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Money Market Rates 
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Tourist Rates 


£ Buys 
AustnrfalDoBars) 
Austria (SchiKngsl 
Betgtum(Francs) 

ConadaPolkss) 
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Industrial Metals 
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London Metal Exchange 
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Precious Metals 
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“Information professionals rank 
Financial Times Information as the most 
important UK business information provider” 


Annual business lafixmatkn Suray 

Hcatfland Busiocs Inlonnatkai 


Financial limes Infomutian provides online information 
from over 5.000 business sources comprising 43 million 

documents, as well as a database of 3.5 million securities 
and fundamental data on quoted companies. 


For more mfonnaiion cralxi Andrew Hunt cm +44 171 S25 B42U, 
or email: fwra for live sanpis of our s--rvKt». visit our wehaLe: 
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TH E INDEPE NDEm^THURSDAY S -TEnvnr mi 


Is Entrepreneur 

the real deal? 


4 


John Gosden is not a pe ssimist 
by nature, so it says a great deal 
about the impression which 
Entrepreneur has made in his 
bnef, four-race career that 
the man who will take him on 
Wth Benny The Dip in the 
Derby on Saturday straggles to 
find anything positive to say 
about his runner's prospects. 
• There is,” he points out fi- 
naliy “plenty of prize-money 
for the places.” 

So there you have it There 
will be two processions at Ep- 
*5“ to* weekend, the one 
which takes the Queen to the 
toot of the new grandstand, and 
the one which Entrepreneur will 
a 3 j P 351 double-deckers. 
Ana yet, as any punter knows, 
favourites- and far hotter ones 
than Entrepreneur at that - are 
beaten on our race-tracks on al- 
most a daily basis. Can Michael 
htoute s colt really be the cer- 
tainty that backers, bookies 
and even the trainers of his ri- 
vals appear to think he is? 

-g. In a sense, of course, it is a 
^meaningless question, like ask- 
ing whether a football team has 
what it takes to win the Pre- 
miership shortly before, rather 
than immediately after, they 
have played Manchester Unit- 
ed. We will only know for sure 
at 3.50 on Saturday afternoon, 
by which time, whatever the ver- 
dict, millions will have chanced 
bands. 

Spend just a few minutes lis- 
tening to some smart judges, 
though, and it becomes clear 
just why it is that many punters 
look at the annual five per 

- cent or so interest that they are 

getting on their savings account 
on Saturday morning, and de- 


Greg Wood finds 
the professionals 
unable to fault the 
Derby favourite 

cide that an apparently copper- 
bottomed return of 95 per cent 
in two and a half minutes is far 
more attractive. 

“At the moment, he's the 
b«t there is,” says John Reid, 
who got as dose to Entrepre- 
neur as anyone in the 2,000 
Guineas, when he finished sec- 
ond on Revoque. “Even as a 
two-year-old he was the best of 
Michael Stoute’s. and now he's 
proved himself and won well at 
a mile. We don’t know if hell 

‘I believe we’re 
going to see a 
real racehorse. 
That type that 
doesn’t come 
along too often’ 


improve with another four fur- 
longs to run, but there’s no rea- 
son why he shouldn't. He’s got 
a good temperament, he trav- 
els well and relaxes in a race, 
there's no kinks in him” 
Gosden cannot help but 
agree. “1 can only see plusses,” 
he says. “He was a very attrac- 
tive yea ding, well balanced and 
proportioned, and he has a 
very good pedigree, by a cham- 
pion sire out of a mare who’s 


produced Group winners at a 
mile and a half. He was always 
greatly liked as a two-year-old, 
but wasn’t highly tried with this 
season in mind, and now he's 
won the Guineas, which is the 
Derby trial, and won it well. I 
think he's shown himself on 
form to be a class above any- 
thingelse. 

“The other thing is that he’s 
got a neat action, he's not a big. 
long-striding horse, and he’ll 
probably be ideal for Epsom. 
The rest of us are the ones with 

flaws. I’m afraid. Benny TTie 
Dip has them in stamina and 
pedigree and the second 
favourite [Silver Patriarch] in 
terms of speed. We’ll turn up 
and have a go. but I think as 
much as you can be sure of any- 
thing in this business, it looks 
fairly set.” 

Even those most dispassion- 
ate of judges, the bandicappers 
at Ttmeform y struggle tojpredict 
anything but a win for the 
favourite. “He’s got the form to 
win it,” Chris Williams, who as- 
sesses the Classic generation, 
says, “and we think he's going 
to prove at least as effective over 
a mile and a half. He's currently 
rated 126p, and you’d have to 
go back to Nashwan ( i 989; to 
find a horse with a better rat- 
ing going into the race. 

“The average Derby winner 
these days is rated about 127 or 
128, but if he’s going to be out- 
standing, we’d like to see him 
ran to a much higher marie than 
that It all depends on the qual- 
ity of the opposition, how high 
he can be pushed.” 

While die numbers in the 
Ttmeform black book are per- 
suasive, however, there is a 



Clear favourite: Entrepreneur is given one of his final spins on the Newmarket gallops before Saturday’s Derby 


Photograph: Robert Halfam 


second set of statistics which 
counsels caution. Most book- 
makers expect Entrepreneur 
to set off as the sixth odds-on 
Derby favourite since the War, 
but backers were paid out over 
just three. Two of the three 
losers, Tudor Minstrel (4-7 
favourite in 1947) and El Gran 
SenoT (S-l 1 in 1984) arrived at 
Epsom. like Entrepreneur, 
fresh from success in the 2,000 
Guineas, while in all, nine win- 
ners of the Newmarket Classic 
have been beaten at odds-on for 
the Derby. 

Eleven other Guineas win- 
ners, however, have justified 
short odds at Epsom, and it is 
another point in Entrepreneur's 
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2-20 Coretta 
2250 Mr leigh 
3 l 20 Only Fbr GoM 


HYPERION 

250 Eagle Canyon 
4.20 Sun Of Spring 
450 Archeno 


GOING: Good to Finn. STALLS; Inside. DRAW ADVANTAGE: High fin- 6 T- 

■ RirIiI -hand. j{nD.ipmR cimw with veiy sufT ST. 

■ i 'rtirsc fli ] ra wes uf town on AI035. Bus service Horn Bcvrri*y rail muin n (Hull - 

Scarborough line) am. ADMISSION: iTubSlS; Junior Ctob (10 to SI^eaMAlBjSflllW- 
lenalls SS: Silver Bing S3; Enclosure S2; Ptaifc area *2 or S3 per car. plus £2 

per occupant. CAR PARK: Free. 

LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: M Johnston - 22 winners from 122 ruo- 
neiy at a ratio of IK. 19b giving a return ut a S.J level stake* of -S0.T4;JBeny- 21 win- 
nc». 1 1 - runnei?*, |8 JUBirodca- 17 winners. IQOnmnere, I7-1H, 

<S 10 0 ). Mrs M Rrvri ey - 17 winner?. 1 12 nomas, 132%, -£61.88. 

LEADING JOCKEYS. K Dartey - 50 winners. 234 tides. £L3%. +£2.51; K Fallon - 
2 1 winner*. 1 80 ndex. J -£%.:»: J Wtaver - 19 winners, 137 tides. l&Dfc -£37.61 ; 

W Ryan - I 1 winners, 00 riden, 20.3*, £20.04. 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Portuguese Lfl (220). 

WINNERS B* THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Reap Rewards £320) won at Ayr on Ftthy- 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Prince Foley (&2D) sent 256 miles by W G M Turner 
(ram Co non Denham. Somerset. 


FORM GUIDE 

Jack Berry has had a setback n this race for the last taw yeas, Playmate and For Old 
Timet Sato fafflng n» justify fnemsm. But Beny won it three years agt wrth Mind Genes 
and shouldn't be tar away with ONLY FOR COLD provided he doesn't need the cut in me 
pound that he had at Chester. Like BrocMasby Stakes winner Mind Games, Only For Gold 
Ikies up with one am tram one run and that came at a Dme when the Beny two- year-olds 
seiwit really Ouzang. Chester runner-up Diligence want on to beat Shegartfi at Goodwood 
so the form looks sound. Notthat Only For Gold wll (md ths snai^UorMRl, because Ptiace 
Foley and Rusty Babe are t\w uxj0i-tootaf« youngsters and Hkst Bridge Is a posabJity. 
He represents Men Eaateiby. second with BfessmBndisange two years a&> and success- 
fii with Pete Alrtque n 1993. Prince Foley beat Rusty Babe almost sn lengths at Lacssw 
m April, tad Rusty Baba came out on top when they met a^m at Nootogram. Rusty Babe 
la back over live fu dongs after beating Skes over sk at Pontefract but it's unfikdy that heT 
be caugn out on this stiff back in what could eealy be a strongy-nin race. Pnnce Foley 
has won both starts arcs ha Noton^tam defeat by Rusty Babe and the wey he seamed to 
tmd extra when asked foraanttonsntothekneet Nevrawle a farttijte ago was wv 
couratfng. F«t tone out at Hamilton. Fafcenberg finished 13 bnghs off die winner, Cotours 
To Gold, and beat only two home, but tire fact mat Mark Johnston astehm total* on Wi- 
ners here, rather than go fbr an onfnaiy maiden, suggests that Faflenbeig a considered 
to be a 0 »d deal better than he's shown so far. The yard’s juveniles are gang very wen ai 
presera. 

: ONLY FOR GOLD 


Liil 


2.20 


ETTON MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
lm 100yds Penalty Value £3^457 
SNOW CARNIVAL (Udy Heroes! lady Hemes 4 9 7 
60- lASSOI IK) 1224) MchaeiBnite) lady Hemes 49? 


D) £4500 added 


50300- P0RIUGUESEU(283lMsFeriraibHMeiJLEvre492 
05 ASEFAtJW® (20) (Harittoi A MaWcLnu B Hanfajy 3B10 
Ci ZIBAK (USAJ [SB) (Hanrtan A 1 US«xxn) D Money 3 8 III 
3- CORETTA £213) iGeraki Le$JU L Qmanr 385 



PttBKfilSheMi Mohammed) JWtoas3 8 5 

-7dadarad- 

BETTINS: 4-£ Coretta. 9-2 AsefAWnd, 8-1 ZBwk. 12 - ISnafCrentaL Tasted, I 
ka , 

1996: F 3 hm 3 £ 10 fl tffis 2-5 tw (A Smart) « 6 aw> (5* 6 ®i 

FORM GUIDE 

Luca Curran managed to get one run into CORETTA ngu at the end of last season and 
must haw beat pleased with the fifty's thud of 23 behind P 8 »sade and Rebecca Sharp. 
Asef ABrind made a satisfactory debut m the Newmarket mateen won ty the eraser Among 
Men. and softwh Bound may have been responsible for him fi rusting a long wa y off the 
winner. FaftWul Son. al Newbury. Asei Ntirte could be the dangpr to Corona now he abropped 
m class and back on a sound surface, abak. " the same ownership as Asef Ai hlna, «me 
fourth tad of a mare that has already produced three winners. He can nan art better that 
he showed m die Newcastle race won by 

was bemg prepared tor a run m the Derby, hawng already finghedtani h of 13 ^beh maatgra 
Sham m the 1.000 Guineas. 


112IH YEAR OF THE WOT MEMORIAL HANDICAP (CLASS 
C) £7(500 added lm 4f Penafty Vafaie £5450 

1 6311-0 TVKEyvOR ( 12 ) fCD) (Se^rour BbcdsuKk IlftO LXt lady Hemes 7911 6 IMM 2 

2 000-46 FAR MEAD (HBHDJ (Sirpefc ftxsoxs) i L Eya 5 9 6 Rlappti4 

3 -00452 EAa£C4NYWaR Wft>*nWijneJndaH**uy4 89 MlfenrS 

4 431-00 SFAIAHE(U) 6 oayFwnmgCcRiH 9 LirttSMBel 94 7iO RIManO 1 

-idadued- 

IHnun mlgx fit 106. True ftindcap we^c to Ians 7a 76. 

SITM6S 6-5 Ea0e CMyoo, 2-1 tykayvor, 3-1 Fm Ahead, 12-1 Spe Lane 
1096: Tyteywr 6 B 3 K Dartey M Mr (lady Hanes) daw (3J 6 ran 
HUM CEDE 

lykeyvor beat Ben Hanbuiy*s Baidon BiT Boy In this raca a year ago before going on n 
win the Bessbomgi Stakes at Royai Ascot but the Hartiury-trained EAGLE CANYON m^it 
hare the edgE today. Considering the lay-cfT, the b|g wel^rt and the ned 0 OOBtetnp,T)keyvor 
ran wefi at Keftn*on, tmtstirg seventh to EHectwt, but he may )ua need tha. do. ti ts hirfd 
to get caned mey by Ea^e Canyon's second to Shaf&hayes in just a taur-omnar race « 
Newcastle but he was at this Iowan the henckcap when he won at Ripon last year -by co- 
IrWdance on the same day that T>fceyvar wen at Ascot Far Ahead won twice over 12 fur- 
lon^ on fast gnutd at 7hbsk last year and the chenees are he^ fit eno^ for ttks following 
a spell of hratflng. He turned out a usefiS nowoe, firashlfiglbijih to Sanmareno at Amtme. 
Spa Lane won twice tat season for ftaer Matt) bur he needs to do baner Mowing two 
moderate efforts as a four-year-oM. Selection: EAGLE CANYON 




2-50 


TOUCH ABOVE HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^00 added lm 2f 
Penalty Value £3^345 


22600 GRAND SPIfNDOUR {U»M«tyHoldart lady Hem«4100. 
2CHKB NRTEJG 8 fl2) (PSStnum FbsaigLKl) kks J Rameden 5 9 4._ 
050-50 BULSARA P ) (Di (T-rene Nwsms Ltdl CFaots« 5 9 L- 


DHoBMdB 
jFHhmeS 
1 




02452- HANKISH (MSA) {265(D) (BF)WHMFOMorl^rlDM^f888_ 

X5003 ffiGKmOfFAW(24)n>Wkteckeaae'jaais)JHanerton683_..tao8WMW* 
005016 HtTHBl EE** tU) k®) K H 5 

00300 CBAMFA 6 KN DREAMS (24) (Ibe HamVCsma QM P Mchott 5 B. °7S!Z * 

PBBMN SUNSET (HA (M S UoUfeJ Mss J Srawr 9 7 13 — — rr""? .: 

aooav nFnaMPnKE^m-0Bartna^ttidKisS7 id lc ^o^u 

OTO50 RUMC SYMBOL (5) TO (D Storr) M_aenrfwrt67 
20M22 WJiAiwnrw GKL (13) (qp J 

SI 

eSSAYEFFSEE had only five opponents when he won this 



d«ar has been weft oe^en h ha«»aps « ^ ™ ^ 

■sss: 

matter ot nme. HekpiCh Of F«»» ^ xanamartyra Grrl even 

*OU 01 he's 12 » better M to a lowhmw ouaw BiWeMfl tad tt«rojjgher 

,r^de out OT Selectte ESSAYEFFSEE 

that the seller he won h«® Dgo ' 

VFARDLEY CONTWENIAL TtO TROPHY SWJK 

m ZYO 5f penalty 
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HORN CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) £3^300 added lm 4f 
Penalty Value £2,448 

502410 GOIDBI THLKDERBOtT K) {Contdc Romooons Lid) N TrUar 4 9 12 K Darky 5 

010204 AI LBSOY fOl W ®uca Atarnsj R tOTan 5 9 6 ftPerfml 

QD05- EDENDUIC&tLCT) ffte fclary Rsety flserg Ctti) UsU FteefeySSlO—ACMwnaS 

UJJOO SM OFSraNG (5) n (SBCtSk) DOocnvr 7 88 PFereeyP)8 

OXKS BCU>TOP(K9MsGM2SprfOBnatael5BE M FMon 7 

0 WKMEN0TCl3)(HSCD9uMarxj] U Baby 486 Dm M ctfernw 6 

4ty 6fiBMWSMSA{U2)(JcfrlMg Ito M Ftecter 8 8 3 DW«t4 

-00045 ICBNMiOD NUDBI CIS) (Neetiraodteorg LU 1 8 Uor^r 4 8 1 ltMu» 

BETTDIft G4 GoUaa Raadidiolt, M At Lfcarty, 7-1 Edn tamer, Bold top, fi-1 Sam Of Spitag. 
12-1 SkkMaw SmAx, 33-1 ofiwts 

199& caw CNeo 4 7 13 Jo HBwm (7) JO-1 (0 froiaan) timr (3) 7 m 
FORMSUBE 

The lest ttne that AT LBOKTY ran m ai2-1wlong daimer he was beaten a short-head by 
33-1 shot Carrote Mare at Goudwra*. ao rTS tiTBCuit ® be oonfldera about hwn taking thte. 
At least he's back In what looks a more suttabto coniBst after tackfing a hanficap and 8 
contfttons event and most of tod^s opposition to suspect one way or another. Die trou- 
ble Wftn Gofeta Thtindratoott s that he’s done almost ail oi rug racing at around a mite, 
the trp cuer which he wen a Ponataet cialmar ten days ago. As far as staying a mfla and 
a naff <a con c e r ned, peihapa Golden lYutderMi can be tfven the benefit of the doubt m 
this company and the quick reappearance Ru&Mts there was nesting ganouaJy wrong when 
he was only seventh to Trajan Here wider ten stone at Leicester on Monday. Wth At Lfc- 
arty and Golden Thunderbolt te the One-up, this could be a sSghty better contest than that 
m wNch Son Of Spring finished thud to Lacwsn at Musaefcurgh on Saturday. That per- 
terrara sug^sts that Sun Of SpengstU has what It takes to wm a race, end Eden Dancers 
neck second to Fasehafkhair in a handeep hunfie « SedgsflelO means he's not a lost cause 
even tnougi he’s another not as good as he was: se le cti on: AT LIBERTY 


F1GHAM APPRENTICE MAIDEN HANDICAP (CLASS G) 
£3000 added 5f Penalty VaJuo £2233 

04003 kBDMGHT SWT ( 8 ) (CJiM RGtwt 3 10 0 SWg*w4 

2J332 ARCWUD PH) (E GriM G OMojtJ 3 9 13 BFkrawrPJl 

54000 MBADOBWO (WTMgn8MWEaartly39 8 i ISMdMfi 


40006 G00DTOTAW(S(ktart»H®TEaHetty4 81Q 
40006- BB8WBT(263)(IteSriB4aWAa)Dfldifis487 
5DCOO Y0UWBaqa)(FWbcd)JlWlrwng«5B3 






1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

BE ITtfB»«A«hefie.S4l** , W ,sw *,7-lGooilTolNk,ltei«eBea6J.HaEad B cji,Hete- 

Bowiffe Grange 4 81 Joare Htefcs® 5-2 (D CfBpman] dram (7) 9 ran 
FORM GUDE 

n ,*~3 hM three nates gsered but rates on NPNWHT SHIFT, whose runting-on tfdrri 
^Snd S»« at Ripon #*rnfr » 1 

™er a tfwrw trio. On ttw oecasloa the feet that Mldrt0it Shift we^Tt to ofcf- 

too much as Rhdnhaitlt. Good Tb Talc and YoongB« hneft 
irs dfflteu# to know what to make of Rhemhartt having his first 
SitteDBwd Nicfions but aiso hb first race owfihe rrtnimwn mp. L» season, the 
^^mi to Tab cane to writing a race was *A*n he ran Kabeast to fine parts of 
ft^mTvar A S«V a raw ■» »«* Yfiung Ben (2b better offi was a neck away 
^ToTaO, tvnee atteti«* txn finished lasanthS race 12 months 
y-fcSgwk finished w of MMn a maidan « CM dldi ICT QnSMybift Ott 
f**! been a mum pw-opener and Bus tandkap ts more his sort^ of race. M9 End 

w Mi aKw* 

SHIFT 

make a race of A with MRHigtR bnin. 




fffiWCASTLE 

d; 2. Sheered 3-101 £ 
L 8 im- 4- 6- IM JohnMW; 

£L10. £L 10 , £0.40. Du* Faeo^^f- 

C °3?L^ENT^fLg2J G g|: 

1; 2. AdMtfe Dedre 8-lj Lj 0 ? 
£140. Dft £lA3a CSF: £43-Q4- Tflcasc 


£3280: t^jSSftSSaT' £49 ' 60 ’ 
pw * 6:£29 ^KmcK 

2JS l wSrr wy u &*• * 

SeaMte 9-2; 3- 


nr sksssus 

SSSSSS?SiS!a ^SgaSSSiffi 

ssasisSSS" - 


s-saaaigLDftMwt 

£9.14- Mt NaetSe Mssh* ^ - 

AOfciawpow tt 

Nodvi 9-2: 3. Tod- 

&4 tan Opaque OW. Z ^ ***** W: 

iwnffirt-.iMK £4.70: 

■ B SS i SSSSvSSSiu= 

1 9 tea. sht-hCL 3. iWartyn wtenet. io^ 


f1 q n £230. DF: £104.70. CSF; £135.75. 
Trtcast: £774^3. Tta£3ia90. 

war J. MAD IBUIWTfr Sp ate) ll -Z 
2. imp AM 7-U 3. Sere Rockett 16- 
1 8 1*1. 3-i fiw Somreffi F8S 
nk. IA Streetsi)- Tots: £730: E2.S0, £2.40. 
SSoSftajjO. CSF: £39.83. Trteast 
£7 TiTita 1343a we owe HR. 

«Sl HAPPY GO £UCW(S SanU^ 

6-1: 2. W»TaGor 8-11 ta« 3. lycooo Ori 
Si 4 tan. 5. 3. (R OEulkiaru. 7W«: £^«X 

nc- C2J30. CSF: £10. OS. 

"3ft W» CREEKS *! 

9 IMiwielW WooetBT 7-2; 1 Mpt of 
Dawn 16-1- ID 

jafjsssftstflsass 

IMP 7-4 tar. 3. Brfa4«tte 50^ 7 «. 
lVi 6. (TJ Naugatnl- To 
£i Aft OR £6.20. CSfl £035- 

nacernr £1314^0- 

& £Jt 2S3,75. PMC8 S £96aoa 


BEVERLEY 
030: 1. MR PARADISE (J D Smith) 3-L' 
2. Nerooian 4-1; 3. Signs And Wonders fi- 
13 fw. 4 tea. J /*, 7. (T J Nappon). Tebat 
£330. OF: £9.00. CSF; £1332. 

7JOO:l.MUWtiirSGOU>(RWIn9«l)2- 
L* 2. Teitha 7-4fav; 3. petoy 7-2. 4ran. 
1. 1VL (R Fahey). Tote: £23a DF: £160. 
CSF: £5.68. 

CHESTER 

&40: 1. VORKES Bar (L r teu to n) 5-1: 
2. Ms May 5-1:3. Jtooiy Tee 14 -L 9 ran- 
3-ltev&eaLLythlB6S (4th). Tk. L © McMfr 
hon). Tote: £430; £160. £2.00. £4.ia OF: 
£1530. CSR £2833. Tno: £323a 
FOLKESTONE 

630: L. MARIAANA (Miss S Safiwtr) 
7*4 fav; 2. TakfaBd 3-1; 3. Keeme 9-4. 6 
ML 2, (P WMwyn). Tote: £130: £1-10. 
£230. OF: £530. CSF; £627. 

&fifc 1. FTTSTBOOG (TQtmri) 9-2; 2. F&- 
Dance 9-2; 3. MtAiffaod evens Ibv. 7 tea. 
2 % Vb- (POOte). »k£430; £L00, £1.80. 
DF: £9.10. CSF! £2236. 


favour that unlilrp* many top mQ- 
ers whose stamina will always be 
suspect over an extra four fur- 
longs, pedigree experts believe 
him to have that hallmark of 
brilliance, impeccable middle- 
distance bloodlines but with 
the speed to beat the best at a 
mile. 

As Gosden says. “Before ihe 
Guineas, a lot of people said the 
horse had too much stamina to 
win, and of course afterwards 
they said he had too much 
speed for the Derby. You can’t 
make people like that happy. 

“I'm inclined to believe that 
we’re going to see a real race- 
horse win welL The type that 
doesn’t come along too often.” 


HOW 2J>OO t* t»re^ FWPUR1TES HA VE FARED in tvp rep rv 


Winner - ' - - 

Shaarntt (12-11 ' 
Lammtarra (14-1) 

Eftaiab (7-2) . 

Commander In CMef (1S-2) 
Dr Devious (S-ll 
Generous (9^-1) 


(]U85t For Fame (7-1) 
Nashwan (5-4) 

Kahyasi (11-1) : ^ . 
ReflarencePoint (B-4f 
9tahrastanf (11-2) '. 
Slip Anchor 0-4) . : 
Secreto (14-1): v - 1 
liwmdsd (9-2) -j 
Goklen Fleece 0-1) v = 


DiBhyantDr (9-2. 2nd) 
Benriekamp (11-8, 11th 
Qfcaab (7-2,-lst) .. 

Tenby (4-5i 10th) 

■ . RodfjgD De-Tridno (13-2, 9th) 

’ , : 'CDrTUptf^i 6tft>;- 
' Touton/M-i^ 9th) 

. l^m§aL 0^2 j i^i4t^D 
\ Nashw®rii5-4, IsQ 
: ;.;rifed^Glow^,2, 4th y ' 

Refereroe PoInt (6-4.'lst) 

•’.Oaric^SraveO-^ 2 ^ 

Slip Apctpr. (9^4, 1st) 

• ■ - B Gnsi SenorfS-ll, 2nd) 

; - - T l\ Tteflp6o;;(9^ lit) 

.! . • GofclwT Fleece (3-1, 1st) 


2^000 Guineas wtaner 

Mark Of Esteem (NR) 
Pennekamp (H-8. 11th) 
Mister Baileys (14-1, 4th) 
Zafonic (NR) 
Ftodngo De Triano (13-2, 9th) 
MystiKo (5-1, 10th) 

Tirol (NR)| 
Nashwan (5-4, 1st) 
Doyoun (9-1, 3rd) 

. Don’t Forget Me (NR) 
Dancing Brave t2-l, 2nd) I 
Shadeed (7-2, 13th) : 
B Gran Scinor (8-11, 2nd) , 
Lomond (9-1. 1 
Zino 


HYPERION 

ZOO Mcfcer 230 Hadadabbie 3JOO Free As A BH 
3-30 SONG MIST (nap) 4A0 Moottiyeb 430 
Chabrol 500 Utmost Zeal 


onnl MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES 
°- UU l (OJVSS E) £4y025 added 3Y0 fflSes 7f 

45405 GRAODBOimCDwyvBU Dttwifeooe 

0- HJROtBfiCFROnLE (260) L CUioni 811 L Dettori 7 

50- nSASAMOpi5) MCbamnSll Rlflkl 


030- GOR«flBEBI(234)DrlS09811. 

3 JUraaJAMJTdW811 

34 HDONSMGp)AJavBBn. 


GOING: Firm. 

STALLS: Straight course - Car side; Jrafif - stands side: remain- 
der - inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Lefi-hand course, level and tair. 

■ Course ti N of town on AJ43. YsnuouUi station lm. ADIDS- 
BION: Cfe* S 12 (QAPsI 1 1); TreunabSaoO (OAniS7.Sa): Fam- 
ily & ootnse enrJiwnre&4 j5Q (OAPhSISO). CAR PARK- Chib SI. 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Mbterttra, Paddy Burry i 2.301; 
Gnesettauufon Ivteored, 2.30). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None- 
LONG4M8TANCB RUNNER& Nafcjeteedr (2.00) has been 
9eM.328 miles bjr A Ncwrambe from Hunlshaw, Devon. 


_.3CodreM4 
— SSadm2 

TqrimB 

_R Hnw* (5) 3 


FISUH SAHVUHJL Hons 8 11 
-7 declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 EuraUr Preflie, 114 Jure MU. 7-2 Moon Song 5-1 Free 
As A BM, 8-1 Go Far Brean, M-l OmMiMr, 20-1 Ptani Satkwn 


3.30 


AMEC PROCESS AND ENERGY HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £4,900 added 3YO 6f 
61-30 SumBEMMMOOHtlO)MM0aeeST-TGMclanpite8 
044 MARCH CRUSAOB (12) BFtertwy94 .WBjOiB 


66-245 SONG UST CIS) (D) P Cote 9 4., 
01000- ZUGUDI(238)(CD) Kktehd92. 
000040 ABRSZE(13 )DMoitb9(L 


..T QldBn 1 
-RPri»5 
-Jl Day 4 


ZOO 


AMEC PROCESS & ENERGY MAIDEN 
STAKES (GLASS D) £4*900 added 3W01m 

60 SEVER (S) Certain 9 0 M Roberts 1 

00 CftESCBirsWfiSPBimBtWntuyBO W Ryan 4 

0 MOIBtC18)WJM90 S Sateen 3 

4-0 MATOMAna RWtesmsS 9 J? Cochran 2 


1 
3 

3 

4 

-tdarimfi- 

BEmNG: 3M Uitnate, »4 Bntar, 52 Cramnrt WUrare. 5-1 MekB 


350-01 I3ULJMMD (10) (1^ WIAW8 13 (6ti) II Roberts 3 

322054 CASIIE ASHBY JACK (23 PHca*gB 10_Pwri Eddery 2 V 

6210 ROYAL CASQUE (40) (D) B ItktetinS'i S Sateen 7 

-8deetered- 

BEnMfc 5-2 Song MM, 4-1 Nadi Creaader, Royal Cascade 6-lTaB- 
teteL A Brerew. 10-1 ZBgwfi. lfrl Supreme Mabnoan. Crete AsIteyJack 

BRECKLAND MAS3EN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4^00 added ZYO 6f 

BAUESDOE (USA) H Cfai 90 Ryan 3 

2 BUN«LUIC(12)AJM9a .TQotenS 

6 MBHRAM((5Q RAmamng90 RHtel 

-- j. Dettori 2 

-.JtCDdaane 4 


230 


FLBGGS SELLMG HANDICAP (CLASS G) 
£2^75 added lm 


3 

A 

5 

-Sdedarad- 

BEmNGs 10-U BteBc State, 52 UoatkyO, 7-2 Mkhraak, 7-1 Bhatecfi 
laws, 12-1 “ ■ 


MOOTMB (USft) S bn Shot 9 0_ 
0 RfflALZA(12)J Eustace 9 0 


140-00 GUESSnADJQNP) B (D) JPeaceS lOO-CTaae* (3)3 V 

65600 MR ROUGH (15} ft) D Mens 6 9 4 N Day 13 

05000 CM— Mt(U)MJ0(— Bn3Sll L Dettori 7 


66420 SQUARE !■£ MSS P3) ®F) PLbvkTg 4810 FteiEAtoy 15 
00660 RE8AGD H0USE1AD(31J {D)RHcWtewad4 8Bf lyodl4 

64000 MUBARS 03) Carte 588 WJ0"Cmnrl7 

04600 FADDY HURRY (8) NCafed<an38& WRyaalSB 

504« BUTIE GROUB (54) N Cafeefoi 3 8 7 UBotertsB 

05400 VAUSE|8)Gtte®eer4B7 GHW9 

03010- NMJEISBIRC287) ANeaoombe 787 RCadnrwlS 

06060 BUB*NGHAME(lD)RRo«r485 7 Twill n ITU 

063000 RETURN TO BRWOOri (13) RJ) JBodty58 4JFovfe (7) g 

06000 HUMMBSU FM Mttal 4 8 1 NVMey2D 

000 MtSTEHF0N(25);Ga»3?13 IF6M12B 

0056 MMXSOffS TOUCH (1S1) R U FtNo-J 7 12 IIomIO 

066000 SFAMSHSIFB , Fa|R)MC>Bpnwi6712 

KMMriqrHwt(I)ll 

040500 DOMMTHEYMD(Hfl(Qn UOaorraiA 7 12 DOStoalB 
00053 CtYIHA ML LAO (8) J M Badey 6 7 11 — JtFft«H±(S}5 


RIVER YARE LAffTED STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3^00 added lm 6f 

1 65334 CH«B)LtC«lbCMmOen«<iaiQ AOalyBS 

2 65240 CHAHNWDOD JACK (USA) (13) I Cbfflpbte 4 8 10_R Meal 

3 1302-0 ISSUE OF UES ^ISA) 02) M Johnston 4810 .J. Dettori 4 

4 50604 TO MCmC (Z7) (D) BMcMatm5810 S Senders 2 

5 02000 LlffiXY HOOF (56) K Morjpti 4 8 7 GHanww(7)3V 

-Bdedwad- 

BETIBIG: 7-4 Hhh Of Uee, 9-4 Cbaiwnod Jack. 52 CfaMraL 7-1 Tcw- 
■wre, 14-1 Incky Hoof 

ICYDON HALL APPRENTICE HANDICAP 
(CLASS G) £3y000 added lm 2f 


5JOO 


06000 SAatMCSI (12)0 Utkfefm 47 11 MCarMa2 

6000 AUCMtiBX JUDGE (lfl) JL Hams 4 7 ID F Mortal 

- 20 Sectored - 

ifriTum wd&c 7e lOtti True rwndtep aa|pn.' AitaWrt* *«>* 7B 26. 
BEI1INGE W djtha Ml Lad, 61 IA itadk 9-1 Battle Gramt, 10-1 Pad- 
dy Heny, 12-1 Onmerian, Stared Howe Lad, Mahjslwirlri Rattan To 
M0AOB, Stea Dancer, Svwre MM Mss, 14-1 Btan 


1 -40565 MQMECRETD (13) (D) R Gub: 4 9 Ifi-.Lacy Bioam (10) 9 

2 60000 UTM0ST2EAL(USA) (17)PHanE495 — JTInatkerllB 

3 000330 etaDEM TOUCH (ID) (D) DCDEgaeS 93_S Gaflanl (S lfl 

4 20360 SELECT Stafl (24) * J»W3 3 8& CCawlQB 

5 303342 MARORBV (3) T Qencrt 3 6 7 „J»aate(S)3 

6 000200 AFRICAN SUN (3) M On™ 483 Victoria AppWw B 

7 60S3 POKBtHBNCE5SnMBeD37 12 Nicnla Cote (B) 7 

8 00650 ZDRHO 06) R U Ftowr 3 7 11 JWMnado5 

9 205434 ZAHRUi(3)(BF);Mftadfey6 71D IFowte(S)4 

10 06000 BAD NEWS P3 J M Botfcy 5710 PDeal 

11 560504 AGBBUS 0UIQ8 OS M Chacnm 6 7 10. — S Canon (E) 2 


560504 ACBBUS DUCTS QQMChaenEai B 7 10.. 

BETTHG: 4-1 Manbew, 62 PokBr Prinoew, 61 Zeno. 7-1 Utmost Zate. 
Atrican Sw, 61 Gotdee Toodi, 16-1 Zafttan, Mootaatstn, 14-1 otosre 


O in) MACLAY BREWERS HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £5^X70 added 2m At 110yds 


HYPERION 

2-10 Dantes Amour 240 Chariot Del 3-10 Gyp- 
sy King 340 Acajou 1 4J0 KnowNo-No A40 Bour- 
dormer (rib) 


1 151B5- 8CMB0MBVO2)PBBauim9U10 RSiwfcB 

2 /5321- GVPSTHMB (2^ Was Lfluseei9119 PCrebeny 

3 02P32- BLUING nUf» (8) P) J rtteu* 10 11 9 _APMcCoy 

4 3P323- RUSTY BLADE (12) ICJPMortaabBllS GCaM 

5 23632- REBEL KWB fS) M Barnes 7 U D— — — B Storey 

-5 ’ 


GOING: Good tonrm. 

■ RJghl-h»nd course wbh sharp toms. Rnn-tn 280Erd. 

■ Course is 4n> N of town on A93. Perth station (aareioe tram 
Dundee) 4m. ADMISSION: Members II 2; TatttiBaHs&lteddoek 
£7 ( OAPa. Jankxa & rfaahted 54): Course 5^ CAB PABB: Flee. 
BUNKBKD PIB8T TIME: Noot 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Acajon m (3.40) wnri 
at llmrxaer tin Thunday. 

LONG-DISTANCE BDNNBBS: Oar Robert (4.40) law been sent 
205 mflew by A Srrertcr frow StamteiaD. Stiffs. 


BEnwc 7-4 Awry Etadfc, M0» Itad Kkg. HBdfita 51Stabo 
Vtow,lL2 Gypsy Kbg 

0 4AI KANES AMBER ALE NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3(000 added 3m UOyds 

13411- ACAJOU M(RD (7) (QGntereds 0120 PCwborry 

0063- nuuuarH c«>5 J Gc«e 5 u o b 


00646- BOBSLAW (0) M® K lamb 5110- 
CFTO- UWDW JOY 025 J A Metre 6110- 


.JBsaStanbfT) 
i SnM V 


Z10 


MACLAY SPECIAL NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 110yds 

1 /5 aa- QOW.*WG(9){0))FOSe«161012 BStany 

2 P3643- DANIS AMOUR Hammond 6 10 12 RttaMy 

3 06 DESERT DEW. PBS) R Alan 5 10 12 SMtero*e(7) 

4 45006 RATTLE ff7) DfWan4 10 7 .^MMotaqr 

5 SHE'S A NWB? [F5) P htarted? 4 102- SCMM 

-Sdadand- 

BETTVI& 4-5 Ctaa King, 7-4 Data* Aoasa, 15-2 DaaertDetfi, 14-1 SbeWi 
A Winner, 261 RatOe 

SOTHEBTS STRUTT ft PARKER NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4,500 added 3m 


00006- HAMUUTS Fcrp^w Hock (B) 7109 A P McCoy 

6 33605 UITIE HB teAN O (1 13) U Kjn nrid 5 10 9_Mr C Bower p) V 

Ktnffi: 1-4 Acnta O, 7-l Uttto nedaWg, 12-1 Hareareii Pet, 16-1 
RMten 20-1 RaMslaw, 33J. Tartan Joy 

WALLACE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
_t_Lj E) £4,500 added 2m 

3130F- CROSS CNKM (34) (D) J Wade 11 U 10 B Storey 


31154 RAUfiGK) (21) K>| (BF) P Mon&ab 8 11 2 
F63U- AMOWNWO (12) (CD] M Hammonds 10 12— Jt Swrfity 
1PP14- SPaK^HnJS£«raMBLR^81flU.ABM«lta 

/S254- ROTD ftXNSt (R^ [Q DNctr 10108 MMotaoyB 

623(13- CARDODWraCD) Jtet»r9 100 PCartwiy 


2AQ 


28216 PLIBB08 (10) ^F) LLmglSllS. 


1 .... 

2 /4UF- awaoroa ( 20 ) |D) W Rock #09111 APMcOy 

3 P2065- JUST FOR HE 02) J A Moore 8 111, 

4 

5 
fi 
7 


A414- UBAIHEIITO {(3 MS M 7 11 1 

3TO4- RBSm0«Jted#8111 PCwbeny 

am- TWO FOG ONE (9) (D) Ms>l had 9 111 Altarton 

30546- Mower W 0 «ira 1*5 j&xxftta 6 1Q1D_J Storey 
-7*M- 

BETTBIftlBJ Utetaaw, 2-1 PtenBflb, 111 Tteo For (tee, 10-1 Oariot 
Dte, 121 Moteay Wareb, 14-1 ftatta, 1MM Fbr Ns 


BHIK& US KnaaMteNo, 34. Rtetado, 7-2 Cross Cnreien, 64. Ra^d 
Merer, 8-1 S pan ners Horae, 20-1 Cremate 

BROADSWOOD HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £AflOO added 2m 4f UOyds 

21521- 80HBXNB?f42){CD)MH)nntnl511 10 JfrC Barer p) 
31P22- OUt R06BIT (19) A Streeter 5 11 4 -TBnyV 


34314- flACJMa'SOHOICI^(qiGtiJe7tl3__f(McGEte(9 
33221- MGMAM>«MrmM(aitener9U3(Bag — PCrebrery 
34135- raGfGORDCri WTOVtaDTIxrren61D7lfePRot6ai 
0054- HtQCH PROJECT (17) LteS&attune 5 ID 0 .GFRjgb [5j 
-Bdntetad- 

BEnwa 52 Bonrionre, 10630 toefarehtOwan, 4-1 Ore Robert M 
FRdknd Itey, 51 Peggy fionta, 151 Ftadi Pttjed 


Carberry early warning for McCoy 


Tony McCoy today starts his 
campaign to win a third straight 
jump jockeys’ title with three 
rides at Perth, including two for 
Irish trainer Billy Rock. 

The new season reopens this 
afternoon just five days after the 
old one closed at Market 
Rasen. But champion trainer 
Martin Pipe, who supplied 77 of 
McCoy's 190 winners last sea- 
son, waits until SouthweD and 
Worcester on Saturday before 
having his first runners this 
rime around. 

McCoy receives an early in- 


dication at Perth today that ri- 
val Pal Carbeny is likely to make 
a bold bid for the jockeys’ 
championship this term, having 
managed 61 winners in an in- 
jury-hit 1996-1997. 

Their colleague Rodney Bar- 
rant revealed yesterday that he 


hand -broken in four places in 
a bad fall at Ludlow on 19 
March. 

Double Trigger is also on the 
comeback trail. Hopes are ris- 
ing that Mark Johnston’s stay- 
er wiD run in the Gold Cup at 
Royal Ascot on 19 June. He 


Harrison 
on Single 
Empire 

David Harrison has been 
booked to ride Single Empire, 
the horse he drove toa nose suc- 
cess in the Derby Italiano. in Sat- 
urday’s Derby. John Reid has 
opted to partner Peter Chapple- 
Hyam's other runner, Romanov. 

Although Single Empire is a 
50-1 chance. Harrison believes 
he has every chance of reach- 
ing the frame on the only colt 
in the race with winning form 
over a mile and a half. 

“He did well to win in Italy 
because he got hampered and 
was taken back by the imerfer- 


RfCHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Sun Of Spring 
(Beverley 4.20) 

NB: Falkenberg 
(Beverley 3^0) 

ence involving Kieren Fallon.” 
Harrison said. “If Entrepre- 
neur slays be will win. but I have 
had a good look through the 
race and I could see Single Em- 
pire finishing second or third.” 

Michael Stoute, Entrepre- 
neurs trainer, will be double- 
handed as lanaasa has been 
confirmed as a definite starter. 
Richard Quinn, overlooked for 
the mount on the third fav- 
ourite, Benny The Dip, will 
ride the 100-1 chance. 

■ The racing career of First Is- 
land. last year’s Sussex Slakes 
winner, is in doubt after the colt 
sustained a spiral fracture of the 
right cannon bone while work- 
ing on the gallops yesterday. 

■ The Dick Hero-trained Sar- 
ayir will miss tomorrow’s Oaks 
because of fears that the ground 
may be too fast. 

Rude steward 
is demoted 

John Jenyns. the steward whose 
brusque treatment of two Chan- 
nel 4 executives at York last 
month attracted widespread 
criticism, has been banned from 
acting as a chairman of stewards 
until 1999. 

Jenyns subsequently resigned 
from the York stewards’ panel 
and the Jockey Gub disciplinary 
committee met on Monday to 
consider a letter of complaint 
from Channel 4 regarding the 
affair. The committee found 
Jenyns guilty of an error of judg- 
ment which he admitted, and 
ruled it inappropriate for him 
to continue to act as chairman 
of the stewards' panel at Pon- 
tefract and Redcar. 


is very confident of being back - won the race two years ago. 


in action before the end of the 
June. 

But Farrant will return tip- 
ping the scales just a bit heav- 
ier. He bas been told he will 
have to keep for good two 
plates and six pins in his right 


A wc^kout by Double Trigger 
is planned for Pontefract on 
Monday to test his well-being- 
He has been under a cloud since 
finishing last in the Sagaro 
Stakes at Ascot on his reap- 
pearance. 
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THE ASHES 97: A stylist from Lancashire refuses to entertain any negative thoughts as he takes on Australia at Edgbaston 


Crawley chases new 


highs for England 


W hen John Crawley 
scored 286 for Eng- 
land A against Eastern 
Province at Port Elizabeth in 
1094, the highest score by an 
England player on any tour for 
more than 30 years, it seemed 
only a matter of time before the 
hill’ England team would be 
bene tiling from his runs. It has 
been a matter of time, and 
patience, and hard work, 
and even dieting, but the 25- 
year-old Lancashire batsman 
now appears to be the genuine 
article. 

With two Test centuries un- 
der his belt, and a style and el- 
egance that will be matched only 
by Mark VV^ugh in this Ashes se- 
ries. Crawley is as confident a 
character as you are likely to 
meet. Only the packet of Silk 
Cut that he rushes off to find af- 
ter a long, hot day in the field 
at Leicester could perhaps be 
perceived as a sign of tension in 
his armoury as he looks forward 
to todays match. 

“I've never played at Edg- 
baston in a Test,” he says. “I’ve 
hatted against Warne quite a bit 
He’s a phenomenal bfowler re- 
ally. without doubt the best 
leg-spinner in the world, which 
is saying something. McGrath 
1 haven't really faced that much 
but he's got a great record so 
he's bound to be a danger. 
They're a strong side, probably 
the best in the world." 

For an England player, Craw- 
ley's CV is about as complete 
us it could be. Like the captain. 
Mike Atherton, he went from 
Manchester Grammar to cap- 
tain Cambridge University. 
Then it was England Under-19, 
England A and finally bis Test 
debut against South Africa at 
Lord's in iy94. He was in and 
out of the side over the next two 
years, but after reaching three 
figures for the first time, against 
Pakistan at The Oval last sum- 


Adam Szreter meets a batsmen 
with a classic pedigree confident 
of helping his country succeed in 
today’s crucial Test series opener 

mer, he was a regular and in- place to start playing. A lot 


creasingly reassuring presence 
at No 6 during the winter. 

At the moment cricketing 
brothers are all the rage, ana 
Crawley himself is the youngest 
of three. Mark, the eldest, cap- 
tained Oxford when Atherton 
captained Cambridge. He went 
on to play for Lancashire and 
Nottinghamshire, while Peter, 
the middle brother, played un- 
der John's captaincy at Cam- 
bridge. 

Mark Crawley is now a for- 
eign securities 

trader in the . 

City - “I don’t W© T© 
really delve too 
much into that, gO OUT 
it’s all too com- _ . 

plicated for firing, 

me," says John . 

- and although things 
he never played 
for England W© C©n 

hims elf. big 

brother has OV©r 01 

nevertheless 

made a signifi- 
cant contribution to his coun- 
try’s cause. “He gave me a 
role model to follow," John 
said. 

*He was always four or five 
years ahead of me so I could set 
my targets and aims four or five 
years into the future. I fol- 
lowed his career closely and 
then tried to match it or do bet- 
ter whenever I could. I don’t 
think we played any first-class 
matches together, but I might 
be mistaken," he added. 

Looking back to his days at 
Cambridge, where he read his- 
tory at Trinity College, Crawley 
said: “Cambridge is a good 


place to start playing. A lot of 
people firown upon it and say it’s 
a weak standard of cricket, the 
counties don't try. But the mere 
fact that you're playing a coun- 
ty XI means it’s a pretty decent 
standard attack you're facing 
most of the time. The only 
problem was that the pitch 
there was very slow, very low, 
so every year in early July I 
bad to comeback to Lancashire 
and adjust to the quicker pitch- 
es, which I prefer to bat on 
anyway." 


‘We’re going to 
go out all guns 
firing, and if 
things go right 
we can put one 
over on them’ 


After cap- 

. tain in g the 

[Oing tO England Un- 

0 der-19 side in a 

ill gUnS drawn series 

against an Aus- 
and if tralian team 

. that included 

50 Hght Greg Blewett, 

Michael 

OUt OH© Kasprowicz 

~ and Adam 

them Gilchrist of the 

present tour 
party, it was off 
to South Africa with England A 
and the famous innings in Port 
Elizabeth. Crawley, however, is 
anxious to play down the sig- 
nificance of that day and admits 
to having felt the pressure. 

“That was the only time re- 
ally, because there was so much 
written after that A tour," be 
said. “The standard of the 
teams we played in South Africa 
was actually very poor. I think 
only Orange Free State and 
Northern Transvaal had what 
they would call a full XL and al- 
though you’ve got to get runs, 
the runs I got on that tour were 
probably overvalued a little bit 


Hampshire rocked by Rollins 


MIKE CAREY 

reports from Chesterfield 


Derbyshire 357-6 
v Hampshire 


Unlike his colleague Chris 
Adams, Adrian Rollins had no 
apologies to moke to anyone 
yesterday. With only 51 runs in 
seven Championship innings 
behind him. he seized the mo- 
ment - a blissful day, a decent 


pitch and an accommodating, if 
hard working, attack - and bat- 


hard working. attack - and bat- 
ted all day for an unbeaten 149. 

Rollins knows more than 
most how thin the line is between 
success and failure. On Monday 
he was cut off in full flow against 
the .Australians when ludicrously 
given out Ibw to a ball which 
pitched outside leg stump. Here, 
be almost failed 10 survive James 
BoviH's first over of the day. 

Trying to gel off the mark 
with a push into the covers, he 


was sent back and probably 
only made it because die throw 
left Adrian Aymes with too 
much to do. After that, the pair 
went their separate ways, 
Aymes to keep wicket immac- 
ulately, Rollins to bat with a 
growing full-bladed authority. 

Rollins has not always done 
himself such justice. Sometimes 
restricted footwork causes him 
to play across the line, which is 
not recommended against the 
new ball But Hampshire offered 
him shortness and width that en- 
abled him to give the ball a re- 
sounding whack off the back 
foot and he never looked back. 

At one point, with Adams 
bludgeoning the bowling off the 
front fool, they scored 124 in 24 
overs. Hampshire probably half 
expected that after winning the 
toss and their decision to bowl 
first probably owed something to 
thoughts of batting last on this 
pitch against a seam-heavy attack. 

Adams continued his event- 


ful week by at last accepting Der- 
byshire's decision to fine him for 

dissent when given out Ibw by the 

umpire V&nbura Holder against 
the Australians. He also issued 
a belated public apology, al- 
though his explanation that the 
incident was “a unique situation 
which occurred only out of to- 
tal confusion” will bring only hol- 
low laughter from cricketers 
and umpires of all standards. 

That behind him, Adams 
strode out to make 79 off 78 


Britannic Assurance 
County Championship 

(First day of tour; today 11.0) 


balls, another cameo innings 
which illustrated both his 


strength - in every sense of the 
word - and his weakness. Some 
of his driving was terrific, but his 
bat was also passed and be got 
hims elf out when a century be- 
fore lunch seemed his for the 
taking. Driving at an outswinger 
from Simon Re ns haw, he was 
spectacularly taken at slip, 
where Shaun Udal knocked 
the ball up for Matthew Hayden 
to complete the catch. 


Derbyshire v Hampshire 

CHEST ERFTHD: DertoysNrn (4pts) are 
381 for 7 m their first Innings against 
Hampshir e (3). 

Hampshire won toss 
DERBVSHRE - First Innings 

K J Barnette Aymes b BomII 4 

A S Rollins not out 151 

C J Adams c Hayden b Renshaw .......79 

*D M Jones Ibw b Renshaw — 4 

M E Cassar c Aymes b James 4 

V P Clarke b Renshaw -33 

tK M KnKhen b James .23 

PAJ Deftertasc Aymes bSwphenson .40 

P Aktred not out ..0 

Extras (U>7, w4, nbi2) .23 

Total (for 7, 104 wars) .- 361 

Fait 1-6. 2-130, 3-146. 4-175. 5-248, 
6-297. 7-380. 

7b bat A J Haols, KJ Dean. 

Bowfing: BcMH 16-2-59-1: Renshaw 20- 
5-62-3; Mascarenhas 12-0435-0; Stephen- 
son 16-2-68-1; Udal 22-10-42-0; James 
18-5-58-2. 

HAMPSMR& M L Hayden. S J Renshaw. 
K D Jamas. J S Laney, R A Smith. W S 
Kendall, *J P Stephenson. tA N Aymes, s 
D Udal. A D Mascarenhas. J N B Bowl. 
Umpires; G Sharp and K E Palmer. 


Robinson stands up to Surrey 


Durham v Sussex 

CHESTBU&SIBEET: Sussex Opts} are 
3M far 7 in the* first Innfags against 
Durham (3). 

Sussex won toss 
SUSSEX -First tarings 

N J Lenham Ibw b Brown 93 

K Greenfield c and b Foster - 22 


N R Taytorc Speigrt b Walker 29 

C w J Athey c Speight b Betts 40 

K Newell b Saggers 13 

M Newell ibw b Brown .... -29 

V C Drakes c Speight b Foster 10 

*tP Moores not out 34 

P W Jarvts not out - 10 

Extras 0bl4, wia nb2) - 34 

total (for 7. 104 overs) 314 

Fad: 1-96. 2-153, 3-177. 4-202. 5-250. 
6-265, 7-281. 

To bat: A A Khan. M A Robinson. 
Bowfing; Browi 29-5-82-2: Betts 15-0- 
51-1: Saggers 18-2-46-1: Walker 24-8- 
68-1: Foster 18-8-53-2. 

DURHAM: JJB Lewis, M A Rosebery. JE 
Atoms, NJSpea^'OC Boon. rtWPSpeijJir, 
M J Foster. M M Betts. S J E Brawn. M J 
Saggere. A Walken 

Umpires: J C Baiderstone and D J Constant 


DAVID LLEWELLYN 

reports from The Foster's Oval 
Essex 347 
Surrey 0-0 


Nut so much a dog day. more 
a dogged stay. Danen" Robin- 
son defied an initially hostile 
Surrey attack for the best part 
i >f two sessions, to vindicate the 
decision of the Essex acting cap- 
tain. Graham Gooch, to haL But 
Gooch himself perished to the 
new order. 

The Surrey teenager Alex Tu- 
dor capped a fine opening spell 
by bowling the England'’ bats- 
m on- turned -selector. Mind you 
Gooch did not give up his wick- 
et meekly, helping himself to 
three genuine boundaries and 
having his score boosted bv 
four overthrows, courtesy of ah 
injudicious shy at the stumps. 

Others perished, too. as each 
Surrey bowler picked off a vic- 
tim. But Robinson stuck to his 


task and clung to his wicket. He 
had made just 24 by lunch- ac- 
celerating after the interval as 
Surrey struggled to find the 
right length. For a vegetarian, 
that sort of bowling is meat and 

drink to Robinson. He gradu- 
ally put the flesh on on the bare 
bones of the Essex innings. 

His nickname. “Pie Shop", is 
certainly apposite. Robinson 
has a few meaty shots and there 
were some particularly sump- 
tuous drives through the offside 
during his four-hour slay. There 
were a couple of chances when 
he was on 37 and 75 but he rode 
his luck well. It was cruel that 
he fell when he did - a tanta- 
lising two runs away from what 
would have been 'a deserved 
third first-class century. Ap- 
propriately it was Tudor who did 
for him, inducing the batsman 
to present the wicketkeeper, 
James Knoll, with his first catch 
in the Championship. By then. 


though, he had done enough. 
When Robert Rollins re- 


placed him, he carried on the 
good work, growing in confi- 
dence after tea as be readied his 
second half-century in his third 
Championship innings of the 
season. The fact that he has a 
fractured left index finger which 
had delayed his first first-team 
appearance this season did not 
seem to bother Rollins. He has 
put off an operation until the 
end of the summer. 

The only pain in evidence was 
on the faces of the Surrey field- 
ers as Rollins drove Essex to- 
wards a third batting point 
Sadly Rollins could not stay to 
see them through the 300 bar- 
rier - it look a chirpy knock by 
the tafl-ender Ashley Cowan to 
do that. He frustrated Surrey for 
three-quarters of an hour as he 
thumped a jaunty 38, including 
a monster six off Ian Salisbury's 
leg spin and half a dozen other 
boundaries. Joey Benjamin 
mopped up to finish with 3 for 
52, Tudors 21 overs yielding 77 
runs for his two wickets. 


Kent v Warwickshire 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS: Kant (Apts) are 284 
iwb behind Mbmickd*a (3) wWisfifrot- 
tantags wlctats atandtag. 

Warwickshire won P3SS 
WARWICKSHIRE- First Innings 

*N V Knight e WWs M Thompson 36 

A J Moles b Ftemmg 42 

D L Hemp b Thompson .2 

T L Penney c Philips b Dong -84 

D P Ostler c Ward b Thompson 38 

□ R Brown e Marsh b Strang 6 

G welch tow b Lima 27 

N M K Smith Ibw b Philips — 15 

fT Ftost not out 14 

M D Edmond c Wells b Thompson ....31 

G C Small c Wtefc b Thompson .11 

Extras fb4, IblO. nb4) IB 

total paa <w*J 3W 

FbM: 1-73. 2-77. 3-95. 4-1B2. 5-191. 6- 
245. 7-266. 8-266. 9-294. 

BcMritae McCaaie 5-0-200; Phillips 16-5- 
491; Thompson 223-4-89-5: Strang 34- 
1105-1: Ftemng 106-44-1; UongB-3-33-2. 



“I was lucky enough to get se- 
lected in the England side the 
following summer against 
South Africa, but I then had 
a very sketchy year. I had some 
good knocks on the Australian 




tour but my technique was 
not quite prepared for Test 


not quite prepared for Tfest 
cricket 

■‘Everything has to be at a 
maximum level in Tfest cricket 
Generally the standard of bowl- 
ing is so much better than any 
domestic cricket anywhere and 
you've got to play straight very 
simply, and defend with soft 
bands. They’re the things I 
worked hardest on." 

The Ashes tour to Australia 
in 1994-95 was oot exactly a pic- 
nic for any of the England play- 
ers, but according to some 
sections of the media, Crawley 
was still tucking into more than 
his fair share ofthe hamper. His 
fielding came in for heavy crit- 
icism and, hard though it is to 
believe of someone as wiry as 
Crawley, it led to accusations of 
a weight problem. 

TO start off by saying I 
wasn’t as mobile then as I am 
now, because I was carrying 
about three-quarters of a stone 
extra. It’s not that much. I 
dropped a catch in a Test match 
somewhere and there was bad 
press for being a bad fielder, and 
then it was just a general vicious 
circle. They all latched on to it 
and criticised me for being a 
lardy, overweight pig really. 
But none of them printed a pic- 
ture or anything, which was a lit- 
tle bit weak on their behalf I 
thought," 

But was it true that a special 
diet then followed? “In a way, 
yeah. Just eating sensibly, drink- 
ing a bit less, t rainin g twice a day 
for two months. Nothing espe- 
cially mind-boggling really. But 
after watching the South 
Africans field, I knew the stan- 
dard of fielding that you need- 



gieringhai 
snub to £4 


Crawley displays his confidence in the nets in preparation for the first Test yesterday Photograph: David Ashdo 


ed to be at and I definitely feel 
much better now than I did 
then." 

Crawley, who bats at No 3 for 
Lancashire, is unlikely to bat 
higher than six for England in 
this match, though his true vo- 


cation probably lies somewhere 
in between. But he admits to no 
preference, and whenever the 
time comes for him to enter the 
arena all negative thoughts will 
be far from his mind. “There's 
a national desire for the Eng- 


land cricket team to do well, 
which is natural, and if you're 
picked for your country you’re 
going to give it everything, 
whatever happens. 

“You can play good cricket 
and still lose or draw, but we're 


going to go out all guns firing 
from the first ball at Edgbaston 
and if things go right, if we catch 
our catches, get runs on the 
board and 20 wickets in the 


game, then we can put one over 
on them." 


((EEli:.' 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


KBTT— Ffevt Innings 

□ P Fulton not out 15 

M J Water not out 11 

Extras i®2, nb2) 4 


Total (far 0, 7 oven) 
to Into J B D Thomson 


to bat J B DThonpsoaTRW&nt A P VUeBs. 
N J Liang. M V Fleming. PA Strang. *tSA 
Marsh. B J Primps. M J McCague. 
Bowing welch 4-0-16-0; Small 3-0-12- 
0. 

Umpires; B Dudeston and R Julian. 


Middlesex v Leicestershire 

LORDS: Leicestershire (2pts) are 267 far 
7 In tfiair first tarings against MkMessx 
«■ 

Leicestershire won toss 
LEICESTERSHIRE - First Innings 
V J Wells c Ramprahash b Hewitt — -39 

D L Madfly D Fteser 23 

B F Smith ret hurt .23 

*JJ Whitaker not out 108 

N C Johnson c Johnson b Fraser 12 

A HaN3 c and b Weetes IS 

IP A Ntaon bTuthel 7 

G J Parsons b Fraser 5 

ARK Hereon b Fraser 13 

A D Mullalty not out 6 

Extras (M, Ib6. nb6] 13 

total (for 7. 104 overs) 267 

RaB: 1-66. 2-72. 3-153. 4-175. 5-194. 6- 
223. 7-255. 
to bat M T Brunson, 

Bowtog Fraser 27-5-70-4; Hewitt 23-7- 
58-1; Johnson 18-2-84-0; Weekes 10-2- 
16-1; Tufnell 26-13-32 -1. 

MIDDLESEX P N Weekes. J H haws, *M 


R Ramprahash. M W Gaffing, J C Pooley. 
tK R Brawn. S P Moffat. R L Johnson, J P 


tK R Brawn. S P Moffat. R L Johnson, 
Hewn. ARC Fraser. PCR Tufhell. 
Umpires: V A Holder and A Cteuteon. 


Extras (Tb7. w4. nb2l 13 

Total (221 oven) 88 

Fa* 1-0. 2-8, 3-1L 4-20. 5-32. 6-36, 
7-64. 388, 9-88. 

Bowling: Shine 11.1-3-43-7; van Titxbl 
7-0-27-1: Rose 4-3-11-2. 

SOMERSET - First tarings 

M N Lanwell c Cam an b Martin 13 

*P D Bowler ibw b Chappie 53 

P C L Holloway Ibw b Martin 48 

R J Harden ibw b Martin 0 

K A Parsons Ibw b Austin -30 

tR J Turner Ibw b Chappie 1 

M Bums b Chappie 3 

G D Rose c Hegg b Chappie 0 

Mushtaq Ahmed c Chappie b Austin ..29 

K J Shne c Gallian ti Martin 1 

A P van Troost not out 0 

Extras HD9. w2l 11 

total (802 overs)—. 189 

Fall: 1-34. 2-113. 3-113.4-130. 5 136. 
6-148. 7-148. 8-164. 9-189. 

Bowfing; Martin 16-5-29-4; Chappie 18- 
1-60-4; Ausbn 16.2-5-33-2; Gallian 6- 

0- 22-0; Wadunson 3-0-10-0: Keedy 

1- 0-6-0. 

LANCASHIRE - Second Innings 

J E R Gallian ret hurt 6 

S P Tnchard not out 11 

P C McKeown b Rose 11 

G Chappie not out 2 

Extras tablOl 10 

total (for 1. 16 overs) 40 

Fat; 1-38. 

to bat: N H F*rarather. G D Lloyd, ‘M 
Watkmson. I □ Austin, tw K Hegg. G Keedy. 
P J Martin. 

Bowflqg: Vbn Troost 3-0-21-0; Shine 5- 
1-13-0: Mushtaq 6-5 -1-0; Rose 20-5-1. 
Umpires: J □ Bond and N T Ptews. 


tR C Russell run out 15 

T H C Hancock b Stamp 0 

M C J Ball c BlaMy b White 35 

A M Smith b Sihrerwood 0 

J Lewis not out — 4 

Extras (D9. tt>7l 16 

total (576 owns) — — 2 05 

Fall: 1-19. 2-32. 3-UO. 4-136. 5-150. 
6-152, 7-152, 8-166. 9-183. 

Bontn£ Siverwood 12-3-28-1; Hartley 11- 
4-22-2: White 14.5-6-50-2; Harrvttpn 8- 
2-48-2: Stemp 11-3-41-2: Vaughan 
1-1-00. 

YORKSHIRE - First Innings 

M □ Mason c Russell b Lewis 6 

M P Vaughan retd hurt 15 

*D Byas c Hancock b Smith 8 

D S Lehmann c BaU b Smith 5 

B Parker tow b Smith .33 

C White c and b Alleyns 13 

tR J Biakey not out —...33 

PJ Hanley b Lews .2 

G M Hamilton not out 1 

Extras ib4, Ibl, w4. nb2l 11 

total (fare, 44 ovens) 127 

Falh 1-21, 2-38. 3-38. 4-66. 5-111, 6- 
114. 

to bat C E W Silverwood, R D Stemp. 
Bowfing: Smith 14-6-31-3: Lewis 12-3- 
34-2: Ttoung 9-3-31-0: Alieyne 5-2-11-1: 
Hancock 3-0-11-0: Ball 10-4-0. 

Umpires: J H Hampshire and T E Jesty. i 


Lancashire 
are skittled 
out for 88 
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ROUND-UP 
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No rthan t s v No ttin g hams hire 


■re 228 far 9 ta their first tantags against 
Nottinghamshire (4). 

Northamptonshire won toss 
N0RTHAMPTUN8HRE - First Innings 
R R Montgomerie c Bates b Bowen . — 2 

M B loye ibw b Bowen 3 

*R J Bailey Ibw b Bowen 33 

K M Curran c Botes b Tolley 22 

T C Watan b Bowen 6 

0 JG Safes c Bates bAsfle 25 

J N Snape c wetion b Tolley 0 

ID Ripley c Noon b Pick — 77 

J E Emburey b Bowen 39 

J P Taylor not out - 8 

Mohammad Afcram not out 2 

Extras ib5. 1041 9 

total (far 9, 105 oven) — >226 

Fad; 1-4. 2-9. 3-61. 4-67, 5-6S. 6-69. 7- 
12a 8-213, 9-217. 

Bowing: Barren 31-11-52-5: Pick 20-6- 
51-1: Tolley 27-9-46 -2: Bates 8-2-29-0; 
Asoe 13-7-19-1: Doorman 2-1-80: Aha- 
al 2-1-3-0: Archer 2-1-9-0. 
NOrrafGHAMSHRE: G E Well on. U Ata- 
al. G F Archer. M P Dowman. *P Joiroon, 
N J Astie. C M tone* tw M Moca P T Bales. 
M N Bowen. R A Pick. 

Umpires: G I Burgess and J H Hams. 


Somerset v Lancashire 

TAUHTON: Lancashire (4pts) are 61 runs 
behind Somerset (4) with ntae second- 
In nlngs wickets stancEng. 

Lancashire mm loss 
LANCASHIRE - First tamings 

J E R GaOton c Bums b Shine .0 

S P Titcham tow b Shine 4 

P C McKeown Ebw b Snme St 

N H Falrbrother b Shme 15 

G D Uvj c Turner o van Troost 0 

*M Watkmson c van Troost b Rose .... J3 

1 0 Austin c Parsons b Stvne .0 

tWK Hegg c Bowler b Shine 9 

P J Martin c Holloway b Shine 12 

G Chappie c Turner b Rose 0 

G Keedy not oat .0 


Surrey v Essex 

TOE FOSTER'S OWL Surrey (4pts) are 
347 tuns behind Essex (3) with aU first- 
hmings wickets standing. 

Essex won toss 
ESSEX -First Innings 

*6 A Gooch b Tudor 26 

D D J RoiWKon c Knart b Tudor 98 

A P Grayson c Brown b Benjamin 4 

S G Law c Brown b Lewis 7 

R C Irani b HoiboaUe 24 

S D Peters Ibw b Salisbury 33 

D R Law c Knott b Ratdllfe 7 

tR J Rollins Ibw b Salisbury 56 

M c lion Ibw b Benjamin 21 

A P Cowan c Shahid b Benjamin 38 

P M Such no! out 1 

Extras Ilbl2. w4. nbl6i 32 

total {100 overs) 347 

Fat 1-44, 2-51, 3-64. 4-103, 5-206. & 
218. 7-239. 8-295. 9-346. 

Bowfing: Tutor 21-3-77-2; Lewis 17-4-57- 
1: Benjamin 16-4-52-3; Holloa he 18-5- 
53-1 SalGbLOV 22-5-78-2: Kenrts 1-O-U* 
Raicliffe 5-2-14-L 
SURREY - First Innings 

D J BickneU not out - 0 

I 0 K Salisbury not out - 0 

Extras 0 

Total (for 0 , 2 overs) 0 

To bat: J D Rateflffe. N Snatwl, *C C Lswk, 
A D Brown, G J tennis. B C HoNioohe. tJ 
A Knott. A J Tudor. J E Benjamin. 

Bowfing: llott 1-1-0-0; Cowan 1-1-04). 
Umpires: A A Jones and D R Shepherd. 


SECOND XI CHAMPIONSHP (Ffcst «fay Of 
three; today 1L0); Hfon± Essex 350 for 
7 dec (A J E Hibbert 64. j C Powell 54. 0 
G Wilson 57noi. Warwickshire 30 for 2. 
Southampton: Surrey 299 (I J Ward 62. 
S M MilOum 4-691. Hampshire 50 for 2. 
Swansea: Gtomwgar, 183 fA L Penbenhv 
4-47. K J Innes 4 - js». Northamptonshire 
100 for 3. Lansbury CC. Middlesex 366 
far 6 dec IS A Selwood 88no. A W Lara- 
man67no.DJ&xxfchiid 53l. Durham 19 
for 0. Gloucester: fo>i-?hire370for9aec 
(R A Kettle borourth 146. M J Wood 127. 
M P Hunt 6-871. Gtoucesrershine 14 for 0. 
Klddemtaster (Second day of four). Som- 
erset 557 (L D Sutton 75. H R J Trump 
56noi. Wbmesrerehue 352 for 5<KR Spar- 
ring 84. J R A VWfcams 63. 1 Dan-rood S6no:. 


Starting today 

First Test 

iFirst day ctf five, vtokidme Sunday: 11.0- 
EDGBASTON: England v Australia. 


OTHER FIRST-CLASS MATCH (Hm PuHo, 
first day Of three; 1X0): Oxford Univcrs>rv 
y GLamoman. 

AON RISK TROPHY (One day; 1LO): ow 
Traflord: Lancashire v Nattin^iomshire 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


Yorkshire v Gloucestershire 
HEJUMNGLEY: Yorkshire (4pts) are 78 
rims behtad Ctouce sto talil re (3D with fare 
flnrt-tonlngs wickets standing. 

GfaucesleraNre won toss 

GUXJCESTERSHRE - First tantagp 

A J Wight b White 9 

N J Troinor tbw b Stemp 40 

R J Cunllffo b Hamilton -2 

M A Lynch c Lehmann b Hamilton 60 

S Young fow b Hartley 15 

*M w Alieyne c BfoKey b Hartley 9 


Hie number of boxing match- 
es Joe Bugner has fought since 
turning professional m 1967. fol- 
lowing his victory over the Fijian 
champion waisiki Ligaloa m 
Gold Coast, Australia. The sev- 
enth-round knock-out took the 
47 -year-old's record to 65 wins, 
13 defeats and one draw. 


As a small ground, Taunton is 
often associated with batting 
feats. Yesterday the bowlenff 't 
got their own back as Lan- 
cashire were bowled out for only 
S8 and then Somerset came and 
went for 1S9. % the close. 
Lancashire had at least started 
to restore normal sevice by 
reaching 40 for 1 in their sec- 
ond innings. 

Kevin Shine made hay. de- 
stroying Lancashire's first cfort 
by taking 7 for 43 in 1 1 . 1 overs. 
The rot set in with his second 
ball and he ended the innings 
just before 12*50pm when Pe- 
ter Marlin was taken al square 
leg. 

Shine did something very 
similar at Old Trafford five 
years ago. when he took 8 for 
47 there for Hampshire. 

Somerset did not exactly fins 
things a breeze when they tried 
their luck on the brown strip. 
Glen Chappie and Peter Mar- 
lin look full advantage of the * 
swing that was available and ♦ 
picked up four wickets each. Pe- 
ter Bowler was ihe only baisman 
to reach fifty on the day. man- 
aging 53. 

Wickets fell al Headingjey. 
loo. but there a spiteful pitch 
claimed 1ft victims rather than 
the 21 who could not cope with 
Taunton's strip. Gloucester- 
shire were bowled out for 205 
and then reduced Yorkshire to 
1 27 for ft by the end of a tense 
first day. 

Extra bounce from not much 
short of a length unsettled all 
the haLsmen. who were also ill- 
equipped to deal with the nu- 
merous deliveries scuttling 
through at ankle height. 

The most serious victim was 
the Yorkshire opener. Michael 
Vfoughan, who took a blow from 
Mike Smith on his left wrist 
when 15 and retired with kf, 
cracked bone that could keep 
him out of action for up to three 
weeks. 
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The spread of bets we’re offering on the Ashes won’t leave you stumped for choice 




The range of beft we offer on the Ashes is enormous 
and knocks conventional betting for six. 

Apart from backing who is going to win, you can 
bet on the total runs scored by a batsman, total 
wickets taken by a particular bowler and even match 


bets between two batsmen or bowlers. How's 
that for flexibility® 

To find out more call David Harvey now on 
0171 528 9887 or fill in the coupon. 

Spread betting is going to bowl you over. 


! To: City Index Ltd., Cardinal Court, 23 Thomas More Street, London El 9YY. 

■ Pfeaso sond information about Spread Betting iT Mease cdl me about your services . j 


I Norm Arlffcmt „ 


CITY I 



Postcode . 


• W: Day Evening . 


For a Great 
Spread of Bets 


t j 


NB: Spread bets carry a high level of risk to your capital. Only speculate with money you can afford to lose. Spread betting may net be suitable far aU investors; therefore ensure that you fully understand the risks involved end seek advice if necessary. 
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Wainwright lets 
the Lions loose 


sport 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 


reports from Wrtbank 


Mpumalanga 

14 

Lions 

64 




^ran Cotton’s unbeaten Lions 
arrived on the high veld fully ex- 
pecting the red mist to de- 
scend over the Johann van 
Riebeeck Stadium. As it turned 
out, Mpumalanga generated 
nothing more frightening than 
the smoke of a thousand bar- 
becues and'in the space of 20 
extraordinary minutes, the up- 
country hard-nuts of the South- 
Eastern Transvaal found 
themselves blown away by some 
very special rugby indeed. 

Anyone tempted to write 
off Rob \fainwnght, the Lions’ 
blind-side flanker, following 
his travails in the swamplands 
of East London a week ago was 
.-jforced to think again as Scot- 
- land’s national captain ran in 
a startling hat-trick of tries be- 
fore the end of the opening 
quarter. 

The wings, Ieuan Evans and 
Tony Underwood, then found 
their stride with two tries apiece 
and with Matt Dawson, Neil 
Jenkins and Nick Beal also 
picking routes through a be- 
mused and befuddled home 
defence, there was little for 
Mpumalanga to do but snarl 


about in search of the odd 
smidgen of mayhem. 

■Sadly, they achieved some- 
thing-in that direction. Elandre 
van der Bergh, the culprit when 
Jon Cal! arc! was badly disfigured 
m Port Efeabeth in 1994, re-con- 
firmed his position of high office 
in the Head-kickers’ Convention 
by “river dancing" all over Wun- 
wnght at a 24th-minute ruck. His 
second-row partner, Marius 
Bosman, also made a mark of 
sorts by stamping on Doddie 
wfcir’s left knee- an act that may 
threaten the Scotsman's tour and 
so incensed the Lions' manage- 
ment that they immediately 
mustered arms for a diplomat- 
ic incident. “The s tamp on Dod- 
die was a cold-btoockafact totally 
out of context with the game," 
said an incandescent Ian 
McGeechan, the Lions coach. 
“Under the terms of the lour 
agreement we cannot cite the of- 
fender because the incident was 
dealt with by the referee, but the 
fact remains that Doddie has a 
medial ligament injury that may 
prove very serious.” 

Still, nothing could detract 
from a performance of high 
quality from the tourists and 
happily, given events in the 
north island of New Zealand 
four years ago, the foundations 
were laid by a tight unit of Celtic 
persuasion. If ever three Irish- 
men and a pair of Scots re-es- 
tablished some tarnished 


reputations, it was here yester- 
day. Back in 1993, their imme- 
diate Lions ancestors turned 

their bads on the red jersey and 
allowed Wiikato to inflict one 
of the most humiliating de- 
feats in the history of British 
Isles tour parties. This time, it 
was a different story. 

Tom Smith, the new David 
Sole from north of the border, 
may well have played himself 
into the Test team with a solid 
scrummaging performance al- 
lied to some dynamic support 
work in open field. His fellow 
prop, Paul Wallace, also made 
inroads with the selectors with 
a rich display of skilled ban-han- 
dling far beyond the scope of 
most British tight forwards. 
“The continuity from the loose 
forwards has been in evidence 
all tour," said Tim Rodber, the 1 
captain. “What we were able to 
draw on this time was a very 
strong contribution from the 
light forwards. 1 * 

Wainwright's remarkable 
burst of scoring effectively killed 
the game before anyone had 
broken sweat Intelligent co-op- 
eration between Neil Back and 
Allan Bateman, plus an elusive 
run from Evans, opened the 
door for the first try in the 1 ith 
minute, while the second had 
more to do with muscle as the 
lean Waisonian wrestled his 
way over from close-range on 
15. Two minutes later. Wain- 



wright employed his natural 
pace to capitalise on Keith 
Wood's pop-pass and gallop in 
from 20 metres. 

Further scores arrived at reg- 
ular intervals, Dawson and Un- 
derwood crossing before the 
break. Underwood took ad- 
vantage of Evans' clever angle 
to rub it in within a minute of 


the restart, by which time 
Mpumalanga were dead in the 
water. Next up are the Blue 
Bulls of Northern TransvaaL 
They will not have enjoyed 
what they saw yesterday. 

Mpumalanga: Trial Joubect i Conwalaas 
van fe 2. Urns; tries WarangK 3. Under- 
wood 2, Evans 2. Dawson. jenJmL Seat Con- 
wantons lotos 7. 

MpmatanfK E von Gencfce: J Visage, R Pm- 
g®w. G Bouwer. P Nd tA van Rooyen, 77j; R 


van As, D van Zyl; H Swan. H Kemp, A Botha. 


M Bosnian. E Wn der Beitfi, F Bossouw. T Oost- 
fxnren icaqc: j Beuhes. 71), P Jouben. 
LIONS: N Bed (Northampton and England): I 
Ban (Danett and Wain). A Bateman (ftsh- 
mond and Wales), W S wan n ood (Lercesw), 
T Undonnod (NewcasOe and SaganOT. N tonk- 
ins (Pomypndd and Wales). M Dawson 
(Northampton and England); T SmBb (Wbeo- 
rnans and Scotland), K Wood (Harlequins and 
Ireland), P WWfaaea (Saracens and Ireland). S 
Wair (Newcastle and Scottantf), J Daridton 

(iJDnatxiirasndiidua^RWalnMTlghttiHai- 

sonans and Scotland). T Rodbar (Northamp- 
ton and England, capo. N Back (Lttcmef end 


Ehdand). ReptaoanMitK M Ragan (Bnsrn and 
Enrtand) tor Wood, 52; S Shaw (Bnstol and 
Enrtarafl tor Weir. 56; 0 Young (Cardiff and 
Wales) torWataoe, 74. 

BatamK C Spannenbag (Western ftuuirveei. 

■ England are confident that 
Adedayo Adebayo will play in 
the second lest in Argentina on 
Saturday, despite the ankl e in- 
jury the wing picked up in Tues- 
day's 37-8 victory over Cuyo. 
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Sheringham’s 
snub to £4m 




Gerry Francis, the Tbttenham 
Hotspur manager, yesterday 
'aid he was disappointed that 
Teddy Sheringham had decid- 
ed to leave after rejecting a four- 
.* car-contract that would have 
rained the striker £lm a year. 

As details emerged from 
Spurs of the talks that ended 
with the England forward, who 
still has two seasons of his con- 
tract to run, asking for a trans- 
fer, Francis , said: “It is vety 
disappointing that negotiations 
have broken down. The club 
have tried very jiard to agree 


tung with Teddy. 

: didn't have to "offer him 


somethii 
’‘We 

Anything, but obviously a four- 
' tyear deal was not enough." 
According to Tottenham, the 
31-year-old Sheringham, who 
could now end up partnering his 
England co-striker, Alan Shear- 
er. at Newcastle United, want- 
ed a five-year deal which would 
have qualified him for a 10-year 
1 testimonial. 

The Spurs chairman, Alan 
Sugar, was reluctant to commit 
the club to paying a 36-year-old 
player a £lm saJaiy, so Sher- 
ingham asked for time to con- 
• . sider. When Sugar had received 
no reply after 48 hours, he 
scrapped the offer and replaced 
it with a three -year deal. 

Sheringham, who had “done 
what I had to do" after Sugar's 
action, also cited Spurs lack of 
success as a factor in his deci- 
sion to move on 
-Ars&rte Wenger returned to 
Monaco yesterday to take two 
|frof his former players to High- 
bun’. Arsenal are understood to 
have paid £5m for the left- 
flank man Emmanuel Petit and 
the central defender Gilles Gri- 
mandi, who are both 26. 


The versatile Petit, who has 
won 15 caps for France but is 
out of the current reckoning, 
can play at the back or in mid- 
field. The pair played prominent 
roles when Monaco put New- 
castle out of the Uefa Cup 
quarter-finals .in March. 

Martin O’Neill has closed the 
door on any approach from 
managerless Everton by si gning 
a new 'tfajee-year contract at 
Leicester City. The 45-year- 
old O’NeflL who joined Leices- 
ter 18 months ago and led them 
to promorion'-fQlheT n^iCT^ fp 
via the play-offs, is now free of 
distractions as he prepares to 
take his. Coca-Cola Cup winners 
into Europe. 

Nottingham Forest have 
completed the signing of the 
Watford goalkeeper Kevin 
Miller, whose fee will be de- 
rided by a tribunal. Forest have 
tost Alf Inge Hal and to Leeds 
United. The Norwegian mid- 
fielder will report to Eliand 
Road next week when he re- 
turns from international duty. 
Haland is out' of contract and, 
if football's governing bodies de- 
ride to extend the Bosnian rul- 
ing to domestic transfers, Leeds 
. may get him for free, although 
Forest want £2ra. 

Burnley have signed the 
Dutch defender Marco Gentile, 
28. from MW Maastricht on a 
free transfer. 

The Football Association is 
to hold an inquiry a week today 
into last season’s Second Divi- 
sion match between Chester- 
field and Plymouth Argyle, 
when five players were sent off. 
Both dubs were charged with 
misconduct and failure to con- 
trol their players, but the hear- 
'ing was delayed because of 
Chesterfield’s FA Cup run, 
which took them to the semi- 
finals. 


Sprint 
showdown 
a ‘circus’ 

Athletics 


Two-year ban for Saunders 


i 


Basketball 

The English Basketball Associ- 
ation has dapped a two-year ban 
on the National League s all- 
time leading scorer, Russ Saun- 
ders, for taking cocaine but has 
offered the 39 -year-old a quick- 
er route back by taking part in 
drags awareness programmes, 
writes Richard Taylor. - 
I The bail fethejongest m Bud- 
^ejser League history, anddates 
flfom March this year when 
Sauuifcre'dayed'for Chester Jets 
and testeopositive in a random 
check: Bat the ban is suspend- 
ed from Jannaiy 199S if Saun- 
J - ; rssafisfiesvanous conditions. 
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He must make himself avail- 
able for randan drug tests when- 
ever. required; continue with a 
programme of rehabilitation 
and counselling and take part in 
drugs awareness programmes 
and presentations organised tty 
both the League and the EBA 

The EBA administrator, An- 
drew Matthews, said: “Russ in- 
. dicated he will be very happy to 
do so. He’s very remorseful 
about the incident and feels he 
has let the sport down." 

Saunders, bom in Brooklyn,, 
joined Binnmgbam in 1982) was 
the League’s Player of the Year 
in 1983 and 1995 and has been 
on seven League all-star teams. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Speedway 

ELITE LEAGUE tpsvvtc* v Bradford (730). 
THEMER league Sheffield v Reading 
(7.45). 

AMATEUR LEAGUE Ipswich and Wflfs Lynn 
vtatfiaUan (9.0). 

Other sports 

BOONS: European 


intfwm)- 

COLR British Amateur CWOTI*na%> JRoy- 

al St Cease's). Sisley HaO Grand PffrofEu- 
'SS (S^HaT Hexham). Women's 

land v South «riea Grange). - 

MOTORCYCLM& isle of Man Tbunstltapty 
Races. 

THNW^SuityhiemstiortfllOian’ipiorei^JS 

(Surinam). 


The head of track and field's 
world governing body has crit- 
icized the 150-metre match 
race between Donovan Bailey 
and Michael Johnson as “a cir- 
cus" and said a rematch would 
not be sanctioned. 

Primo Nebiolo, the president 
of the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation, said last 
Sunday's showdown at Toronto’s 
Skydome went outside the 
IAAF’s rales by having just two 
runners, instead of at least fear. 

“Some people have already 
talked about a rematch in Las 
Vegas," Nebiolo was reported 
as saying yesterday. “You can 
forget about that under these 
conditions. Our federation will 
not give authorisation and, 
without that, you can’t do any- 
thing. This is not sports as 
entertainment, but more like 
something out of a circus. And 
we're not interested in it” 

Bailey, the Olympic 100-me- 
tre champion, won Sunday's 
race as Johnson, the 200 and 400 
champion, pulled up hallway 
with a quadriceps injuiy. 

The Canadian's approach to 
the event has been heavily crit- 
icised by Michael Johnson’s 
coach. He has described tbe 
coach and staff who handle 
Bailey as “about as low as you 
can get" if they had ordered tbe 
world 100 metres record hold- 
er to go out fast and txy to force 
Johnson to hurt himself. 

“His [Bailey’s] coach was 
quoted in a Tbron to paper in de- 
tail as saying that’s what their 
game plan was," Clyde Hart, the 
bead coach at Baylor Universi- 
ty, said at the US collegiate 
championships in Bloomington, 
Indiana. “If that’s the case, that's 
about as low as you can get” 


Funnell set to 
fulfill senior 
ambition 

Equestrianism 

Both Mary King and Pippa 
funnell have two horses on the 
long list for the European 
Open Three-Day,. Event 
Championships, wmch will be 
held at Buighley from 1 1 to 14 
September, writes Genevieve 
Murphy. 

King, who was part of the 
British team that won the Eu- 
ropean title two years ago, is list- 
edwilh Star Appeal (the winner 
at BuigWey last year and run- 
ner-up at Badmictoh in May) 
and lung Solomon in (the win- 
ner at Blenheim last year and 
at Saumur in France in April). 
. F imrw»n has not yet ridden on 
a senior team. Now aged 28, she 
most have an excellent chance 

of fuififmg that ambition with ei- 
ther Bits and Pieces (fourth at 
Burghtey and ninth at Badmin- 
ton) or Designer Tramp (nm- 
ner-up at Punch estown in 
Ireland this year). 

As host nation, Britain win be 

able to send 12 riders to Burgh- 
ley: a squad of six, from which 
the team .of four will be chosen, 
plus an extra sax to compete as 
individuals. 


Rafter breaks new ground 


Tennis 


JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Roland Garros 

Pat Rafter, in common with Rod 
Laver, learned to play tennis on 
crushed antbeds in Queens- 
land. Chance proving to be a fine 
thing at this year's French Open, 
Rafter trusts that his run of form 
on the day courts of Paris will 
enable him to become the first 
Australian men's singles finalist 
since Laver defeated his com- 
patriot Ken Rosewall in 1969. 

Laver's triumph - the second 
kg of his second Grand Slam 
- brought five consecutive years 
of Australian domination to a 
dose. Overall, Australians have 
won the men's singles 11 times, 
one more than the United 
States, France and Sweden. 

Rafter's path to emulating 
the feats of his predecessors is 
blocked by Spam's Sergi Bru- 
guera - the only remaining 
seed (No 16) and the winner of 
the title in 1993 and 1994 - and 
one of tomorrow's other semi- 
finalists, Filip DewuK, a Belgian 


qualifier, and Gustavo Kuerten, 
the colourful Brazilian. 

While Rafter's serve-volley 
game baffled Galo Blanco, of 
Barcelona, in the quarter-fi- 
nals yesterday, 6-3, 7-6, 6-3, the 
24-year-old Australian is well 
aware that his record against 
Bruguera is not exactly a con- 
fidence-booster. 

The Spaniard, who overcame 
Hicham Arazi of Morocco yes- 
terday, 4-6. 6-3, 6-2, 6-2, has won 
all but the last of his six previ- 
ous matches against Rafter-and 
that one was played on concrete 
in Cincinnati last August 

Rafter has not even salvaged 
a set in their four matches on 
clay, two of which were at the 
French Open (1994 and 1995). 
Bruguera also won their one en- 
counter on grass, 13-11 in the 
fifth set of an epic in the fourth 
■round at Wimbledon in 1994. 

Tm going to keep serve-vol- 
leying against firm,” Rafter says, 
“but 1 think I'm doing it a little 
bit better now than I was in ’94 
and *95. He's going to have to 
hit a few more balls past me.” 

The Australian appears to be 


more at ease with his game 
nowadays, summarising his ap- 
proach to the European day 
court season by saying: “The best 
advice I gave myself was that 1 
was coming here for three weeks 
off. Clay court? Another break, 
another holiday for me." 

He was only half joking. Af- 
ter reaching the final in St Pol- 
len, Austria, tbe weekend before 
the French Open, he realised he 
might be busier here in Paris than 
usual Had nobody ever told him 
that you cannot win this tourna- 
ment by serving and volleying? 
“No, they said: 'If the sun shines, 
you’ve got a good chance*." 

Perhaps, but he is still con- 
vincing himself. “Never have I 
ever thought of reaching this far 
in the French Open. Tm sort of 
more amazed than anything. 
Tilings are going great Tbe next 
match is another tough one. 
Again, it's winnable. He can also 
beat me, so I’m aware of that 
It’s an opportunity for me to 
make the finals.” 

What he has achieved already 
will lift his ranking from No 25 
to probably a seeding for Wim- 


bledon, none of which he could 
have imagined at the beginning 
of the year, when rehabilitating 
from a wrist injury. 

His fortunes changed for the 
better after he staged a re- 
markable comeback from two 
sets to love down to defeat 
Cedric Pioline during Aus- 
tralia's Davis Cup win against 
France, the holders, in Sydney. 

“It was a huge moment," he 
said. “It was the first time I ever 
came back from two sets to love 
down. Now when I do go out 
there and lose a first set, go 
down a break in the second, it’s 
not a panto stage for me. I know 
I've been able to do it, and I feel 
confident of doing it again. 1 
think that was one of the real- 
ly important things I got out of 
that match.” 

Whatever happens in the 
First Tfest at Edgbaston today, 
Australia’s second test will be on 
a tricky strip in Paris tomorrow. 
■ Tim Henman, the British 
No Lyestenky signed the biggest 
sponsorship contract ever award- 
ed to a British player in a five-year 
deal to use Slazenger racquets. 


Saints all 
keyed up 
for the 
Kiwis 

Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 

d 1 their captain. 

Bobbie Goulding. will be stim- 
ulated by revenge when thev 
kick-off the World Club 
Championship against Auck- 
land Warriors tomorrow night. 

“Six Si Helens plavers have 
come off a tour to New Zealand 
where we got our bottoms 
kicked 3-0." aid Goulding at the 
launch of the tournament 
yesterday. “We are stiU smart- 
ing from what a lot of those 
Auckland players did to us.” 

The Auckland coach. Frank 
EndacotL, will have two of those 
players, Matthew Ridge and 
Steve Kearney, back after being 
rested at the weekend. 

Perth Reds, who start their 
campaign at Castleford on Sun- 
day, have sprung a surprise by 
leaving their resident English- 
man. Barrie-Jon Mather, hack 
in Western Australia. 

Mather, who played for 
Great Britain on last vear’s Ki- 
wi tour, played for Reds' re- 
serves at the weekend and 
failed to win a place in the squad 
to travel to Europe. 

“I would have liked to have 
him here, because he would 
have been vety good from a pro- 
motional point of view," the- 
Reds’ coach. Dean Lance, said. 

“Bui unfortunately his form 
hasn't been up to scratch since 
he had a groin operation. It 
comes down to whether vou 
want a good profile or to "win 
football matches." 

Perth will play a CastcHord 
side without the veteran. Gra- 
ham Steadman, but with Jason 
Lidden returning after injury. 

Also on Sunday. Cronulla, 
one of the favourites, go to trou- 
bled Warrington, with their 
most experienced player, An- 
drew Ettingshausen, warning 
them not to take British oppo- 
sition too lightly. 

“The competitiveness of 
British sides has changed re- 
markably since I was al Leeds 
in 1985," he said. “I don’t think 
there’s going to be a lot in any 
of the games. I think they are 
all going to be pretty close.” 

While other British clubs are 
preparing for matches against 
international opposition, most 
of Sheffield's Super League 
squad will face a less exotic chal- 
lenge - from Woridnglon Town 
reserves. 

Their coach, John Kear. is 
chastising eight members of 
the first team beaten 32-12 at 
London last Friday by including 
them in the Alliance team to 
play in Cumbria tomorrow 
night. Sheffield do not start their 
World Chib Championship pro- 
gramme until next week. 


Philipson pulls the plug on favourites 


Golf 


ANDY FARRELL 

reports from Royal St George’s 

like the French Open tennis, the 
rounds of the Amateur 
ipionship had their fair 
share of shocks. At least some 
of those here were caused by a 
fully qualified electridan. Shaun 
Philipson last night checked 
back into his hotel in Deal and 
today will play Michael Brooks, 
the son of the dub professional 
here, in the Lhird round. 

The 33-year-old Geordie, 
who needs to take a holiday to 


compete in tournaments, short- 
circuited the hopes of two 
members of the Walker Cup 
squad, Shaun Webster and Gra- 
ham Rankin. Refusing to give' 
up at three down with four to 
play, Philipson fought back to 
beat Webster, the reigning Eng- 
lish champion, at tbe 19th hole. 

Rankin, winner of the 
Lytham Trophy last month, was 
described by Brooks as the 
“best player in Britain the way 
he has been playing”. “On his 
day, Graham will boat me eight 
times out of 10, but he had a 
slightly off day,” Philipson said. 

It was a murky day, with hard- 


ly a hint of the sun glinting off 
the cooling towers of Ricbbor- 
ough Power Station. Philipson 
was lour up after seven holes but 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

Sally Gunned, the former Olympic and 
worn champion, feces the first sertous 
lest of her comeback from long-term 
irqury at the Golden Gala meeting in 
Rome tonight buoyed by an unsched- 
uled but successful appearance In a 400 
metres hurdtes race m Bedford last Sat- 


race but more Importantly die foot prob- 
lem that caused her to pull up in the 
Olympicsemi-finalat Atlanta last sitfrv 
mer did not flare up again. 

Andreea Burlacu, the Romanian world 
junior 400 metres champion, has bean 
banned for two yeas after testing pos- 
Itfte for the steroid nandrotane. 

Baseball 

AHEMCMI LEAGUE Oakland 9 Detroit 8: Seta- 
lie 6 Toreow 3; Outage MWB Sac 9 Ckweter* 
5: Baiunao 7 Now tafc lanheao 6 no mntopd: 
Mtueutee 6 Bosun 4; MnitoSOU S Tone 4; 
Kansas Cny 5 flnahwn 2. 

NATIONAL UCACUE; Ranceco 9 Ffevtoa 1 


StlautalSCotoftdft^PBSWgpSCNea^l 
l; Qncmatl 3 Btfsoelpi*? 2: San Deep] 5 At 
terra 2; N6*f fort Mss 2 Montreal 1 

Cricket 


. Hefioo Mowbray: LatoeSfirshre 259 far 
T IB RoWKon 74i»): Wnor Coumies 227 tor 7 
IA D Mwaon 73, K fl HlgKB 5ft A Tlmras 4- 
251. UlcestenHrt won by two ran*. 

Cycling 

OR0 PTIAUA isti! stage (40taa Pm trial. 


AN 4tnwi lBwe; 2 Y Beran (Rusj Bask +lmei 
Otoe; 3 B BoEcardki Ewto Fesona +t31: * P 
Padre*. (Cz Rep) Roam +1.-54; 8 J Mtoura 
ISp) Kebra +M6: S D Zflneno (h) AW +2:27; 

1 P Tontov {Rub} Mapa +£30; 8 P SnwMMi 
ft) Rnstooo +£3ft B G Guam ft) Pott sama 
time; SO G Aarfanemco ft) Camra Togo 

+2^Lo«fagorarMlnt*ldtogKlIGottm „„ 

Pott TWylTrrm 2S«ft2Ton*w +37 s 8C3L CanosT^Amlrtan League leading Aral 
USMnelFi) Wo +4n*i06see:4ASn9lEr0toaW i jw fiwrreiiW&ft. Pw fWlTS RMd 

aw +5Jft5NMfcenouAw+a4aaawv Salt®; jS c^ss-ki. 

N +8^6: TGomcfar +7:42: 8 G W OranrtfftW 
Mua +aift 9 W Befit ft) Btesoalat +1030: 

10 a Maria (BeO Putt + i±l«- 


place at Hickstead as scheduled. The 
meeting, which runs from 14 to 17 Au- 
gust, will be swported by the Paul 
SchoctemoWe Group, which also came 
to the rescue of the Royal Internation- 
al Horse Shout which wll be held at l-idk- 
stead next month. 

The World Equestrian Games, to be held 
at Punchestown In Ireland next Augist, 
have also acquired a badly needed new 
sponsor. Pulsar international, of Mon- 
terrey, Mexico, win be providing neady 
£160,000 towards the Games. 

EUROPEAN OPEN THREE-DAY EVENT CHAMP- 
lONSHP (pHdgter Cham Biiqfttoy Horae Tit- 

Me, Lines, 11*14 September) LONE LIST: C 

Bertie (Word Perfect 10. J B rahweB raractous 
Me HI. N Burton (The Snip Dra®m). D Uch 
ftkrifcy Bren), feM Brew IDuuh inO.W F» 
Pitt rtiosmopoirtan m. P Rweefl (Bus and 
Phxb and Desgiar Tramp). UMMtStarAp- 
pett and King Solomon SI). LL*» 1 fipfflnol, A 
Mortoy(Ooutte'niMl3ieVn.CParaoitae>fttoe- 
B A&aL PPWfai (Coral OflW). R Prate" ffW- 
Stow M. J-PEMIIeU AO laden Bay). N 
Taylor (The Frenchman E Watson (Ucn c# tfm 
tneas). J Yeo [Ba#y Free). 

Football 

Wolves must wait another two weeLs 
id discover the outcome of their appeal 
aganst a compensation payment of 
£250X)00 tn Leicester City for the gprt- 
keeper, Zeljto Kalac. They abandoned 
an attempt to sign the Australian in- 
ternational ewer work permit problems 
last year, and were stosequenfly ordered 
to pay the amount by the football 
League. 

WORLD CUP Aslan zone Creep Two (Deoee- 
eus): ban 7 (Baton 34, 53. Mspdl 70, BS, Dae 
5a Menmercteefl 77, Dm 84) fyay£ran 0; 
Sjro 12 CJoWheder 10. 37, 89. AHtouatt 71. 78. 
Boned 7. 14. Ahffee 11, JeMW 13.W-OM- 
hwSO. Kwa«hM 77,5«ii , 33) MettWSO. 
SLOVENIAN CUP Final tut top Pitney <V 
dotsene OUanbor BmkO fcecond fafttt *ft«. 
TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: LB TWnrt lie 
Prance (lycn): Franca 1 rKeUer) ftatt 1 (Rotier- 


Equestrianism 

The British Jumping Derby, wnicn was 
under threat of cancellation, will take 


Golf 

MMreUftCHAllPUNSMP (FtapdStGeocfr’e, 
SancWdi) Ftetnand (matcti pbricCNiatfW 
OB) « F Stofaar IFrt 3 and Z S GSSield (Tiwi- 
tham (ferk) M G Homewood tAsMHti Menort 4 
aiW ft 8 miipsan (Pruttw^ tt $ WNsier (IT£id) 
et 19th; S Manm (Bumftam and Benoal KC CAM 


el the match at the 15th. Rankin 
holed from 20 feet on the fringe 
to sneak ahead al the 17th, but 
then bunkered his approach at 
the last from the fairway. 

Philipson had pulled his dri- 
ve into the rough, but his “swipe 
with a nine-iron” was effective 
enough to find the green and 
keep the match alive. At the 
19th, Philipson remarkably 
holed from 35 feet, forcing 
Rankin to follow him in from 15 


IPtxare Part) 4 and ft S Daws fifefliBSton Park} 
bti HefMonh DMey] 2and 1;M Alton (NevB) trt 
J Lupton MdtaKaRxerv 2 hetos S Sneehan (US) 
te K Arab mnl 2 ana 1: R Quires |Sp) bU Cner 
{Was! Kano 4 and 3; P Fenton IThiiidenMd) ill 
PNsefelGeriaiStktiMQoiunesSiouiCFtibtNZlt- 
ny (Out) « ISdi: J Morgan lOandonl U C Bmash 
(Aub 3 and 1: R Dur* (Nonhants County) m C 
Itodflora Ifeqoi IM-Surayi; 8 Mani (Said Maori 
dt M Hrwiton (Nddennnsrar) 4 and ft J Her- 
bert (HmStoy) lit J Lmfe (Moor Path) 3 and 2; G 
Batfi Kkr) bt C Party Wugi 2 holes: D C I POB On 
CAue) H M El lesson rSwet 1 hole: M King (Toft 
Horan ca M Haeteas mod * aw ft M WMca iww 
(TGaurd M A watfMr«it iGertorttil at 21sc E 
Adben fFr) ft l lynar ftace aws ttra) et 19tfc D 
Griffiths (West Horoi h U Partarson (Dare and 
Today) at Second rounct M Caner (Wtesi 
Ken) bt J Aduem C5o> 2 and 1; R Free (Mon- 
tiuuh6nm)t>l8B9v(Bun)5and3:jChe(GlBn- 
benito) bt P Streeter (Belton Wood*) 4 md 3: C 
vttnson (East Rantewshrai Ki Donaldson i»toc- 
dedMM) 6 md 4i j temeg ^we) s u Lotts 
iQMtten) 2 holes D Patndr [MortanhslQ HA 
Fo«fli (Rsban) 3 and Z M ftachey 
m P Laura IUCO and Mgwtorxts) 5 and 3: G Fn 
(West KUbnoe) W D Hams (Shrawstwyl 3 «« 3: 
B Hcerarri [Cochrane Caste) or p Putionen (Fm) 
2 and 1: J Thalamj (Raj h S McCarthy (Royal 
North Dnnn] 3 and 2: D Park (BuftMi VeDey) H 
L Kely (Coven 6 end 5; P Hansson (Sue) bt C 
Bk* (Rstno Part) 2 aid 1- C Natans H H W+ 
«*on IPw»ie*n 2 end 1; C Edwards ©atm US 
wakefefcl 3 end % Ptihpsan bx G Rra*ln IWbc- 
er®) u 20th: M BraSa (Cartie) K Mvtn 1 hob. 

Hockey 

WOMEN'S CHAMPIONS* TROPHY (Bertto): 

Netherlands 3 Unnad SDtts a 

Ice hockey 

NHL STANLEY CUP RaefcPMadelpha 2 Debnt 
4 IDetmft toad bed-o^aoiw) series 2-0 1. 

Motor cycGbig 

tan Simpson, the four-times British 
champion, brake lap and record speeds 
in a maiden Isle of Man TT viany yes- 
tertian The 29-year-ofo Daibeettie rac- 
er produced a second-lap speed of 
119,86m ph on his Honda to win the 
Si^ierspon 600 Junior TT by aknost 30 
seconds in a record average speed of 
na4imph. 

esu or man rr races: usccHfen 19032 
mSeaft 1 1 louder (Honda RUSR) lf» 23rrtn 
55^sacto*!CftM107^ftn(^aohlia*igi 
(Franca f+J Houla RS125R) 123^75; 2 R Dvn- 

tod (OVara Honda RS12SR) 1^4319; 4G&« 
hN> (Honda RS125W X2*3T ft S 0 
(Honra RS12OT U5J3Q; 6 G Lee (DIR Hon- 
da RS125R5 135.152: 7 G Duns Wanda 
RS12SRJ 1^25.512: 8 Nflegg (Honda RS12SR) 


feet, but tbe Scot had no answer 
when Philipson spun his five- 
iron bade to within a foot of the 
hole at the 20th. 

Jody Fanagan, like Rankin a 
member of the 1995 winning 
Walker Cup team, contrived a 
defeat when he bogeyed the last 
five holes to go from three up 
with three to play to lose at the 
20tb to an American, Steve 
Sheehan, the brother of Solheim 
Cup player Patty. 

Despite not being a member 
of the. dub. Brooks took the 
largest following on an inter- 
esting journey, having been two 
down with five to play before 


136.139; 8 C fbeflenfeon (Honda RS12SR) 
126.130; ID J Dunlop tMcManemy Honda 
RS125R1 126^9.7. Naw top raconfc 1 \JX10*X 

a d. 20mn 4ft2ECE. 109J5«npn). SraMOprirt 
Junior TT (4 lop*, 1STX92 mlhw): 1 1 Smp- 
sOn IV I M Honda) inr 16mm ?8 .3wc. 
iaa.4Hmjh imA 2 P MoCalen (Hondai 
lH6.S7a 117.65mm 2 U Rutter (V & M Hon- 
da) 1:17.317, U7.05rroh.Sb«N»Tr(«lapa): 
ID Moms iCWysats BMW) lnr 21mm SSJsec. 
lUMCrrm 2 J Barron (Ducati 566) 123.376. 
I0a28mpm 3 S UnsdeU fTigcraft Yamaha) 
1^4.015. 107.76mph. 


LTTTLEWOOOS: Drtbls CtuHWri (max 
24pto £957.476: 2Snt» £3.50255: 
f 1 1R 6 5 : £54J0aHomfc w > I— oft (max 
23pta): £250.000. 

VERNONS: Tmbto ebanea: 24pta no mut; 
£16^53.50: 22pte 166.35: 21pts 


23pts £. 
£36.60, 


ZE1TERS: TteUa Chance: 

23pts £4.454^5; 22pb £11 
MWeMp. 

BanTE N S: Unable Ctonort 23pts £778.66: 
; C12°& 21ptx WnO. 


no wnnerr. 
23p(s£4JA 


Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCH nwbaflfc, SAH MDumalan^ 14 
B«3iHes64. 

TUESDAY^ LATE RESULT: Tour Match (Mao- 
ttaa, Arg): Cuyo 8 Engand 37. 

Speedway 

TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Eton Lngoe: Brnd- 
tott 58 IpteMb 32. GoMan Gaurtkrix Match 
Reas C Lous H U Lofam (eftampton). 

Tennis 

Jim Oourier, the fomrer world No 1. has 
accepted a wild card into trie Notting- 
ham Open from 16 to 21 June. Britain s 
No 5 Andrew Richardson, the 23-year- 
otd norid No 252, has been gven a wSd- 
card entry Into next week’s Stella 
Art)® championships at Queen’s Quo, 
London. 

SURREY CRASS COURT CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(Subitoo) Men's aMea, qoarter-finals: j 
5Wss&en!(fes) bi C wWson (GB) 6-2 3^66-4; 
8 KuttgtSA] KOSapdord (GBI S3 7-5: LPaes 
IW) M A Radutoseu (Ger) W 6-ft S Stole lAusi 
DrEEiWiftsrt 6-36-4. Woown’eUnttee, a«o- 
ood moBd: TTfenasueam (ThaD bt LGotona ft) 
W&ftAWwwmgmiGB) bt T Knew IStowM 
6-1 6-3; S Noortender [NeiJO bt L YAmthoffe !GB) 
B-3 G-ft S Caac (US) bt L lotmu tGBI 6-7 6- 
4&4) AOISB fm WLAtt (GBI 6-2 fr4: KGUSB 
(AuObtJ Taylor lAlff] 7-5 6-4; K Kunce lAuS) tt 
S-A 5rdridl (GS) 3-6 6-2 6-3; 0 Baratenedtuv 
m (Bela) lx U Shau^utossy (US) 7-5 7-5. 


beating Stuart Marlin at the Iasi. 
Justin Rose and Jose Manuel 
Lara meet this morning in a re- 
peat of their encounter in the 
recent England-Spain interna- 
tional when Rose, who is 17 next 
month, was five under par and 
birdied three of the last four 
holes to win by one hole. 

■ Greg Norman has turned 
down a lucrative offer to face 
Tiger Wbods in a head-to-head 
challenge for television. Nor- 
man skid he declined the 
chance of a best-of-lhree chal- 
lenge against the US Masters 
champion because tbe timing of 
the event was not suitable. 


FRENCH OPEN 
TENNIS RESULTS 


Soedea players In capitals 
ManfcsfntfahiprartiartinalKP Rafter lAus' 
bt G Blanco (Sp) 8-3 7-6 6-3; S BRUGUERA 
(So) bt H Aiazt (Mor) 4-e 6-3 6-2 6-2. 
Men's doubles, quarterfinals: T WOOD- 
BRIDGE and M WOOD FORCE ,'Ausi bt R 
LEACH and 1 STARK (USl 6-2 7-6: J EU- 
INGH and P HAARHUIS (Noth) bt J Eagle 
and A Ftorent (Aifil 6-7 &-f 6-1 L Arnold 
and D Orsanic (Aig) bt T CarboneH and F 
Rolg (Sp) 4-6 6-4 6-4; Y KAFELNIKOV lRu&) 
and D VACEK iC5 Rep) Ot K Braascn and 
J Knippsehild (Gen 4-6 7-6 6-3. 
Vtoraenfc doubles, quarteMtaais: G FER- 
NANDEZ (US) and N ZVEMVA (Bela) bt H 
ARENDT (US) and M BOUEGRAF fNeth) 7- 
61-66-3; M HINGIS (Swfo and A SANCHEZ 
VKARJO(Sp)btY8ASUKi (Indoni and C vtS 
(Netm 76 7-5: a FUSAI and N WUZIAT iFn 
te C MARTINEZ ISp) and PTaraben (Are) &2 
6-4; M J FERNANDEZ fND L RAYMOND (US) 
btLNEHAND ILau and H SUKCWA (Cz Rep) 
6-2 63. 

Mixed doubles, nurtasfinals: M BOLLE- 
GRAF (Noth) Bid R LEACH (US) bt B 
SCHUQZ-McCARTHY (Netfi) and P HORVAL 
(SA) 62 6-4. 

Boys* doubles, second round (selected): 

i Banes and D Shenmod (GS) bt T Berendi- 
jas (Sfavenl andTTeacN (Japan) 7-5 7-6. 
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Lions on the rampage yjj 

Wainwright’s hat-trick opens the 
floodgates in South Africa, page 29 


Crawley fired by Ashes 

Ac *am Szreter meets a determined 
j England batsman, page 28 


Atherton 
wary despite 

being upbeat 


DEREK PRINGLE 

Cricket Correspondent 

As Michael Atherton walks out 
to toss with his opposite num- 
ber this morning at Edgbaston. 
he will have every reason to feel 
more than a little upbeat. For 
one thing, he will have equalled 
Peter May's record as England 
captain, an accolade which 
marks him out as a great sur- 
vivor. More importantly, how- 
ever, he knows that his side not 
only possess a “feel good" mo- 
mentum, but the psychological 
high ground as welL It is not of- 
ten England have been able to 
claim that against the Aussies 
in the last decade and mean it. 

They are still not the book- 
makers favourites, though, for 
either the series or this Gist 
Comhfll Test. And yet Aus- 
tralia's recent showings a gainst 
the pie throwers and ne'er do 
wells of county cricket suggest 
a team struggling to rekindle its 
focus after a gruelling winter. A 
team ripe and ready for the tak- 
ing. 

With injuries as well as the 
continued patchy form of their 
captain, Mark Thy lor, adding 
uncertainty to the fatigue, Aus- 
tralia have not looked as vul- 
nerable since the huffings and 
puffings of lan Botham last 
blew their house down in the 
80s. If things continue as they 
are, Atherton’s men could well 
be on course to regain the Ash- 
es. An outcome unthinkable five 
months ago as they laboured 
round Zimbabwe with long 
faces and short fuses. 

Even so, six Tests is an awful 
long time to rely on your op- 
ponent’s disarray. Which is why 
Atherton yesterday stressed the 
need for his side to hit the 
ground running, though pre- 
sumably in the recent manner 
of Donovan Bailey rather than 
Michael Johnson. 

“We need to start well" he 
said as England went through 
their pre-match preparations. 
“From the first ball of the first 
session we need to grab the ini- 
tiative early and go from there." 

It was a comment that sug- 
gested that England might well 
bowl first, though Atherton 
would not be drawn into re- 
vealing either his team or his 
preferences should he win to- 
day’s toss. 

There can be no great secrets, 
unless Devon Malcolm is not 
going to play and since Phil 
Tufnell’s departure back to 
Middlesex, the only position 
that would seem up for discus- 


sion is the all-rounders spot at 
No 7 - a place initially thought 
likely to fall to Mark Ealham 
and not Adam Hollioake. 

Yesterday, however, there 
were rumours that Hollioake 
might play after all, which, if 
true, would mean he would join 
his Surrey team-mate, Mark 
Butcher, in making his Test de- 
but. It would also mean that 
England feel the pitch too 
sporty to use just three front- 
line seam bowlers in Darren 
Gough, Andrew Caddicfc and 
Malcolm. 

Butcher's promotion after 
an excellent winter for the “A" 
team in Australia is proof that 
England’s selectors are looking 
towards continuity. 

“It’s a wonderful opportuni- 
ty for Mark this summer," 
Atherton said, “and we hope he 
can take iL His selection is part 
of the progression as well as the 
continuity and it’s good to see 
nine of the players who helped 
win the two Tests in New 

Ian Botham, the man who 
tamed the Australians, is go- 
ing Into cyberspace with 
sporting-Ufe.com on the Inter- 
net. The site will include a dai- 
ly review of all the Test 
matches against Australia, 
Botham's Diary, pins his bet- 
ting tips. In addition, the Ash- 
es series and all the summer’s 
first-class cricket in the Coun- 
ty Championship will be cov- 
ered ball-by-ball. Botham’s 
page can be found at 
http:ffwwwjporting-fye*omlbo- 
tham 

Zealand still involved. It’s the 
way it should be. 

“We now have a responsibil- 
ity and a good opportunity to 
put cricket in the forefront of 
people's minds. Hopefully we 
can do it for the right reasons." 

But if Atherton and his team 
are floating on a raft of confi- 
dence at the moment, then 
Taylor - given all the personal 
criticism he has been through - 
ought to resemble one of those 
clinging to Ufe in Gcricault’s 
painting the ‘’The Week of the 
Medusa.” 

That he does not shows the 
remarkable resilience of the 
man, though it is doubtful, as he 
himself admits, whether he 
would still be captain if his team 
had lost rather than won the big 
games over the past six months. 

“IVe tried to look at every- 
thing objectively." he said, talk- 
ing about his poor run of form 
with the bat and the near hys- 
terical cries from former Test 
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ACROSS 22 

7 Government department 
given new structure? 24 

Thai’s the prediction (8) 

9 Old Transvaal leader tak- 25 
ing champagne with 
monarch (6) 

10 Permanent secretary 

takes care of king in this 
countiy 15) 1 

11 Power "tool wrongly con- 
ceived of as a winch (S) 2 

12 He’s on course to provide 

. a better service (4. 10 j 3 

15 Minor charge rejected by 
naturalist (6) 

16 Mail - a letter delivery 4 

service for us? (6) 

18 Virtually no movement in 5 
the market? (7, 7) 

20 Warmed-up crumpets 6 

evoking a range of opin- 
ions (8) 


Silly American in pub 
starting to expatiate (5) 
Fragments of cheap rope 
ladder found in drrve (6) 



Prehistoric creature is 
around, but not as we 
know it (S) 

DOWN 

Chemical substance 
found in enclosure (S) 
Real coffee - one of the 
privileges of office (4) 
Plaster put over minor 
lacerations sustained by 
commanding officer (6) 
Vegetable depicted by 
fine artist (4 ) 

Poultry marinated in wine 
of Gaul? (6-4) 
Hairsplitters fit of pique 
about date on article (6) 


Chief is kidnapped by 
worker, anti-government 


13 It s not usually an inter- 1 
oal flight (4, 6) 

14 European's o.g. a winner? ! 
Fantastic (9) 

17 Second horse mounted 
( 6 - 2 ) 

18 According to one politi- 
cian. Yorkshire water's 
contaminated (6) 

19 English bowler's victims 

( 6 ) 

21 Promise father’s forgot- 
ten in part (6) 

23 Rising to some extent im- 
plies. parliamentary recess 
(4) 
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captains for him to fall on bis 
sword. “But there is more to 

ca ptaining Australia than open- 
ing the innings." 

There is also a lot more to 
Australia than their captain's 
sketchy form. But while there 
are those - mainly Australians 
- who subscribe to the view that 
players like Shane Warne and 
Glenn McGrath are only cruis- 
ing at the moment, understat- 
ing your hand is not an Aussie 
trait and they never steal when 
they can plunder. 

Mind you, it may not be long 
before their batsmen do just Lbat 
and all the top six, bar Taylor, 
have played significant innin gs 
in the last 10 days. The only 
doubt appears to be over Greg 
Blewett, who, providing be 
passes a fitness test on his knee, 
will bat at No 3. 

To be competitive, England 
need to play the series around 
totals of 300. If Australia put big 
scores on tire board which allow 
"Warne and Bevan to bowl with 
men around the bat, there is 
only likely to be one long-term 
winner. 

For that reason, pitches are 
important and none more so 
than the first one here at Edg- 
baston. Unsurprisingly, for a 
venue that has produced some 
fiery surfaces in the past, the 
pitch spent most of yesterday 
being shielded from the sun. 

It neither looks as patchy, as 
cracked or as quick as the lethal 
surface used against the West 
Indies here two years ago, 
though it is still fairly well 
grassed. Whoever wins the toss 
wQ] have to weigh up whether 
it is easier to bat while there is 
early seam movement or when 
there is variable bounce later in 
the match. 

Whatever is decided, War- 
wickshire will be hoping that the 
match requires a full fourth 
day’s play. So far the first three 
days are completely sold out, with 
12,000 advanced tickets already 
gone for Sunday. That translates 
into receipts of over a £l_5m. a 
far ciy from the £38,000 taken 
here in 1978 when Corahill first 
got involved in Test match spon- 
sorship. 

The involvement has proved 
beneficial for them as well as 
English cricket, and they yes- 
terday announced a new three 
year deal worth £9m. It will be 
the bargain of the decade should 
England clinch the Ashes. 
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England’s Nasser Hussain hits out yesterday during practice for today's first Test at Edgbaston 
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Stunning, staggering 
strike of pure genius 

Ian Ridley on the Brazilian 
‘bender’ that touched 85mph 

There were recriminations in the French camp yes- 
terday after the 1-1 draw against Brazil in Lyon 
the nighi before. The goalkeeper Fubien Bart'hcz 
blamed himself for not lining up the wall proper- 
ly. But just how do you defend one of the great- 
est free-kick goals ever scored? 

Imagine the team talk before England play Brazil 
inLe Toiuvoi in Paris next Tuesday. “Right boys," 
says Glenn Hoddle. "if we give away a frec-kick 
in the centre of the field about 35 yards out, watch 
this Roberto Carlos. He’s liable to rake a 15-yurd 
run up from inside the centre circle, drive the’ ball 
with the outside of his left foot and curve it back 
in off the past." 

Franck Lcbocuf seemed to know what was com- 
ing. As Roberto Carlos was winding up, the 
Chelsea defender turned to Patrice Loko and asked 
if he had seen him strike a hall before. “No," said 
Loko. "Just watch," replied Leboucf. It’s an easy 
game from the subs' bench, though. 

In truth, there was little the French could have 
done against a football travelling at 85.2mph. U 
might have helped having more than four in the 
wall but such was the swerve on the ball that a 
ball boy some four yards to the left of the goal was 
flinching us it flew goal wards. To question the de- 
fending is akin to pointing out that Pavarotti's hand- 
kerchief doesn't look too clean (onighL 

Synthetic, lightweight modem material has dear- 
ly made a considerable difference to the flight of 
(he ball, but it remains a stunning, staggering strike. 

“I did score a goal like that against Romo, but it 
was in the run of play, not a free-kick," Roberto Car- 
los said. “It was an important goal for my career." 

As comparison, others from past Brazilians 
spring to mind. Garrincha's far Brazil against Bul- 
garia at Goodison Park in 1966, for example, the 
heavier ball making it more laudable. That by Riv- 
elino in Mexico in 1970 was in a more rarefied at- 
mosphere. 

In the modem era. Zico's against Scotland in 
Spain in 1982 stands out, along with Michel Pla- 
tini’s for France against England in 1984. Then 
there was Paul Gascoigne's for Tottenham against 
Arsenal in an FA Cup semi-final at Wembley, and 
John Barnes also scored brilliantly against the 

Netherlands in 1993. Roberto Carlos's, for pace. 

power, distance and direction, surely eclipses them Wonder goal: Brazil’s Roberto Ca 
all, however. _ swerves the ball round the French 1 
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CRICKET 

England v Australia 

First Test (day 1) 
England: 

107 for 0, 21.1 overs 


12:36 
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